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REGIONAL FIGURES 

2.7 million Syrian refugees have fled 

to neighbouring countries and North 

Africa 

51% of  the Syrian refugee population 

are under 18 years old 

There are more than 220 Syrian  

refugees for every 1,000 Lebanese 

residents 

76% funding gap in the 2014 Syria 

Regional Response Plan (RRP6)  

 REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

  UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Joint UN-LAS Special Representative Lakhdar 

Brahimi have urged Syrian authorities to reconsider plans to conduct a presidential  

election in June 2014, and pledged to continue seeking and building on any opportunity 

to resolve the three-year civil war.  

 Local authorities in south Lebanon and the Bekaa reported the arrival of some 500  

individuals from Mazraat Beit Jin and Aasal Al-Ward during the reporting period. 

 A new study by CARE of 384 Syrian and Jordanian families in urban areas of  

Jordan indicates that 43% of Syrian school-age children are out of school, with boys 

affected more than girls and teenagers affected more than younger children.  

 UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Orlando Bloom paid a visit to Jordan to meet children from 

Syria. The actor travelled to Irbid, where he visited Syrian families, and to Zaatari camp, 

where he met children in a UNICEF-supported school as well as a child protection space.  

 The Child Protection/Gender-Based Violence working group in Zaatari camp has been 

separated into a GBV working group and a CP working group, favoring timely and effective 

response. The effective starting date is 19 April.  

 Developing children’s skills 

through non-formal and 

informal education, p.2 

 Training Syrian Educators on 

the INEE Minimum  

Standards, pg. 2   

 IOM: Road to the Future, 
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DEVELOPING CHILDREN’S SKILLS THROUGH NON-FORMAL AND INFORMAL EDUCATION  

 With only one-third of the school-aged Syrian refugee population currently attending classes, informal and non-formal education 

fill an important gap in the daily lives of refugee children, and are an important step towards their future.   

 Iraq: Since 2013, ACTED has provided child protection services for over 19,000 Syrian children living in camps in the Kurdistan 

Region of Iraq, currently running services in Domiz refugee camp, supported by the RISE Foundation, and in Darashakran and 

Qushtapa camps, supported by UNICEF.  

 ACTED’s Child and Youth Friendly Spaces provide activities such as IT courses and English classes, so that school children can  

continue developing their skills and interests even if formal education is not available to them. There are currently over  

340 students benefitting from ACTED’s non-formal educational services in Domiz, Qushtapa and Darashakran camps. 

 Jordan: In partnership with UNICEF, Relief International (RI) has been 

providing educational assistance since March 2013 to more than  

6,500 children in both Zaatari camp and urban settings who have missed up 

to two years of school. 

 Through RI’s program, children attend math, science, and language  

classes to catch up and continue their education. They also receive  

psychosocial services to recover from traumatic experiences in a safe  

environment, attending organized recreational activities.  

 RI’s program will also expand in the future, and RI’s remedial and  

informal education program will expand to include the eastern Azraq Camp 

in the month of April. RI hopes to register and work with an  

additional 4,500 students in the Remedial Programme and 1,000 in the  

Informal Program until the end of 2014.  

 Lebanon: Over 2,800 refugee children have benefitted from Accelerated 

Learning Programmes (ALPs) and remedial classes provided by Amel  

Association in the period from 11 to 18 April. In addition, some 512  

out-of-school children are benefiting from ALPs, psychosocial and  

recreational activities provided by World Vision. An additional 540 children 

are being assisted with a basic literacy and numeracy programmes. 

 Outreach to tented settlements, collective shelters and villages near to the 

Norwegian Refugee Council’s (NRC) new community centre in Borj  

El-Chemali, south Lebanon, led to the identification of some 300  

out-of-school refugee children. Awareness sessions on the importance of  

education in addition to the registration of children in ALPs are ongoing.  

TRAINING SYRIAN EDUCATORS ON THE INEE MINIMUM STANDARDS  

 The Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) is a network of more than 10,000 individual members from UN 

agencies, national and international NGOs, government personnel, donors, students, teachers, and researchers serving to ensure 

the right to education for all regardless of crisis or conflict.  INEE Minimum Standards (INEE MS) were designed for use in, inter 

alia, emergency preparedness and response, and in humanitarian advocacy. It offers a tool for humanitarian actors to enhance 

the effectiveness and quality of educational assistance. 

 Turkey: INEE MS have been an instrumental tool in the Syria response in Turkey, providing guidance on how to prepare for and 

respond to acute emergencies in ways that reduce risk, improve future preparedness and lay a foundation for quality  

education. 

 Using the INEE MS, and at the request of UNICEF Turkey, Mavi Kalem Social Assistance and Charity Association has developed the 

project Increasing the Resiliency of Syrian Children Under Temporary Protection in Turkey which aims to provide quality inclusive 

education opportunities to all children and youth. Mavi Kalem Social Assistance and Charity Association also used the INEE MS in 

“Training of Trainers” activities to support Syrian teachers and other education personnel working in Turkey.  

 INEE MS were also used by Mavi Kalem Social Assistance and Charity Association in other projects involving Syrian teachers.  

Children play in the celebration of the One Year  

Anniversary of RI’s Educational Program in the Zaatari | RI  
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UNESCO 

UNESCO 

IOM: ROAD TO THE FUTURE 

 Iraq: In January 2014, in coordination with the Department of Education of Dohuk Governorate, camp management, UNICEF, and 

UNHCR, IOM has provided  transportation assistance for school children in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The programme will be 

running until September 2014 and allows 975 children to reach school every day. 

  These include students from Waar City —a suburb of 

Dohuk that houses hundreds of Syrian families—and 

Domiz II.   

 Domiz II has not yet opened its own school and the 

school in Waar City is under renovation. Taxis to the 

schools in Domiz camp are costly for most of the  

refugees, and many Syrian families have faced difficulties 

sending  their children to school.  

 As of 8 April, 43 students (aged 15-18 years) are  

being transported daily from their homes in Waar City, 

Duhok to schools in Domiz and back home. A total of 743 

students aged 6-18 years are currently benefitting from 

IOM’s support.  

 In total, IOM has contributed to 1,293 Syrian refugee 

children’s access to education in Duhok since January 2014.  

 

 

LETTERS OF HOPE: ENCOURAGING WORDS FROM DADAAD CAMP, KENYA 

 Young Somali refugees living in Dabaad camp in Kenya have sent letters of encouragement to Syrian children in Jordan. An  

initiative from CARE International helped connecting young Somali refugees living in Dadaab camp in Kenya and Syrian refugee 

children in Jordan.  

 The young Somali have had to flee their homeland and conflict, drought and famine over the past 23 years and were inspected 

by the refugee bond to write letters of hope to the children of Syrian.  

 Many urged the importance of studying and gaining an education while in the camps. Below is a selection of some heartening  

words shared by the young Somali refugees: 

 Dahir Mohamed writes “Our beloved brothers and sisters, 

go and work hard in schools. Be the stars and the new  

presidents of Syria.”  

 “Be patient”, says Zahra Dahir Al, “I am telling you,  

education is the key to success in your life”.   

 "I am sure 100% that if you practise learning and struggling, 

you will excel at the end," writes Hibo Mahamed Dubow. 

"Last but not least, I tell you not to loose hope because you 

have been refugees for only three years. What do you think 

of people who are refugees for about two decades?  

 "My brothers and sisters, you are not alone," says Zakariye 

Mohamed. He also ask Syrian refugee children to “work 

hard in school”, “respect their teachers” and “help each 

other.”  

 Letters were sent accompanied with a photo of the writer and it is hoped that this first letter exchange will lead to many more 

and that the children will become pen pals.  

 IOM organized a transport initiative where fleets of school buses bring 

children to school everyday | IOM  

Hibo Mahamed Dubow holds her Encouraging Letter to the “Children 

of Syria in Jordan Refugee Camp”. CARE | Mary Muia  
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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Bruno Stolze, UNHCR Regional Associate Reporting Officer | stolze@unhcr.org 

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 157 participating organizations, including 105 appealing agencies:  

ABAAD | ACTED | ActionAid | Action contre la faim | Adventist Development and Relief Agency | Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance | Al 

Majmoua | AMAN | AMEL | Arab Medical Union | Arc en Ciel | ARDD-Legal Aid | Association de Charité Humanitaire | Association Justice et  

Miséricorde | Association of Volunteers in International Service | BBC Media Action | Beyond Association | British Council | CARE International |  

Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | Central Association for Kindergarten Supervisors League | Centre for Victims of 

Torture | Civil Development Organization | Comitato International per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | CONCERN | Cooperazione Internazionale | Coptic  

Evangelical Organization for Social Services | DRC | Family Guidance and Awareness Centre | FAO | Finn Church Aid | Finnish Red Cross/Iraqi Red 

Crescent Society | French Red Cross | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GIZ | Global Communities Partners for Good | Gruppo di  

Volontariato Civile | Handicap International | Heartland Alliance International | High Relief Commission | Hilfswerk Austria International | Human Relief 

Foundation | Humedica | ILO | Institution for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Alert | International Catholic Migration  

Commission | International Children’s Continence Society | International Medical Corps | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International  

Relief and Development | International Rescue Committee | Internews | INTERSOS | IOM | Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project | Iraqi Youth League | 

Islamic Relief Worldwide | JBA | JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | Jordan Health Aid Society | Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization | Jordan  

Hashemite Fund for Human Development | Jordan Red Crescent | Jordan River Foundation | Jordanian Women’s Union | KAFA | KG | KnK | KURDS | 

Lutheran Word Federation | MADA | Madrasati Initiative | Mines Advisory Group | Mahmoud Mosque Society | Makassed | Makhzoumi Foundation | 

Medair | Medical Aid for Palestinians | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Mercy USA | Ministry of Public Health | Ministry of Water and Irrigation | 

Movement for Peace | Muslim Aid | NAJMAH | National Centre for Culture and Arts | NICCOD | NRC | Operation Mercy | Organization for the  

Development of Women and Children | Oxfam | PEOPLE IN NEED | Plan International | Polish Centre for International Aid | Psycho Social Training 

and Services Institute in Cairo | PU-AMI | Public Aid Organization | QANDIL | Qatar Red Crescent | Questscope | Rassemblement Democratique des 

Femmes du Liban | Relief International | Refugee Education Trust | Refugee Egypt | Resala | RESCATE | RESTART | Royal Health Awareness  

Society | Safadi Foundation | SAWA | SCI KR-I | SCI | SCJ | Search for Common Ground | Secours Islamique France | Seraphim GLOBAL | SHEILD | 

Solidar Suisse | Solidarités International | Soins infirmiers et developpement comunautaire | St. Andrew’s Refugee Education Service | STEP |  

TADAMON | Taghyeer | TDH | TDHI | THW | TRIANGLE GH | UAE Red Crescent | UNAMI | UN Women | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | 

UNHCR | UNICEF | UNOPS | Un Ponte Per | UNRWA | WAAJC | War Child UK | War Child Holland | WARVIN | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation 

Fund | World Vision International | Young Man’s Christian Association | Y-PEER  

REFUGEE STORIES: I LOOK FORWARD TO BETTER DAYS 

 Linda and Mays fled Syria with their four sisters, their  

brother, and their parents. They were displaced twice in Syria 

before they went to Lebanon.  

 In Syria, they owned a humble home.  “We used to be happy 

although we lived in harsh circumstances the last few years… 

We used to bake our own bread” Mays laughingly says. 

 Linda adds “we had to burn our cloths to make the fire to 

bake the bread and heat the water…” They did not have any 

of the basic materials and they could not afford buying them.  

On their arrival to Tripoli, they had no money and had no 

place to stay.  In March 2013, the Danish Refugee Council 

(DRC) was able to assist them through the Direct Assistance  

programme with four mattresses, nine blankets, hygiene kit,  

one-time clothes vouchers, and food vouchers. They later 

received an e-card to purchase food, and an ATM card to  

purchase non-food items. 

 Linda and Mays also benefited from the trainings given at DRC Community Centre at the Forum of the Handicapped in Mina,  

Tripoli, where they enrolled in and completed a hairdressing course. Both girls were working at a ladies’ hairdressing salon in 

Tripoli but they decided to leave and focus on developing their skills and enrolled in the current aesthetic, handicraft, sewing, and 

embroidery classes. Their graduation ceremony is planned for April 15th, 2014. 

 Linda concludes by saying “ … I look forward to better successful days. I dream of opening a hairdressing salon one day.” 

Linda and Mays decided to focus on developing their skills and en-

rolled for classes at DRC Community Center. DRC | Corine Tarraf  
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