
This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host  

Governments and 157 partners across the region.  
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REGIONAL FIGURES 

2.6 million Syrian refugees have fled 

to neighbouring countries and North 

Africa 

51% of  the Syrian refugee population 

are under 18 years old 

There are more than 220 Syrian  

refugees for every 1,000 Lebanese 

residents 

86% funding gap in the 2014 Syria 

Regional Response Plan (RRP6)  

 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

  More than one million Syrian refugees have approached UNHCR for assistance in  

Lebanon. Refugees from Syria now equal one-quarter of the resident population. The host 

country has experienced serious economic shocks due to the conflict in Syria, including a 

decline in trade, tourism and investment and an increase in public expenditures.  

 Polio vaccination campaigns commenced in Syria, Iraq and Egypt on 6 April and Turkey on 

7 April, aiming to reach more than 20 million children over five days. This is the first  

nation-wide vaccination campaign in Iraq since a case of polio in a six-month-old boy from 

northern Baghdad was confirmed by the Ministry of Health on 30 March.  

 New research by Handicap International and HelpAge International shows that older,  

disabled and injured Syrian refugees are paying a double toll as a result of the conflict. 

The report provides new data showing how much these vulnerable refugees are  

struggling to meet their specific needs.  

 The Government of Kuwait has disbursed US$ 249.5 million to humanitarian agencies 

including the United Nations, the International Committee of the Red Cross and NGOs for 

the response to the Syria crisis.  
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SYRIAN REFUGEES IN LEBANON SURPASS ONE MILLION 

 The number of refugees fleeing from Syria into 

neighbouring Lebanon surpassed 1 million on 3 

April, a devastating milestone worsened by  

rapidly depleting resources and a host  

community stretched to breaking point. 

 Lebanon has the highest per-capita  

concentration of refugees worldwide. Refugees 

from Syria now equal one-quarter of the resident 

population, with over 220 Syrian refugees for 

every 1,000 Lebanese residents. 

 The influx is accelerating. Every day, UNHCR in 

Lebanon registers 2,500 new refugees: more 

than one person a minute. 

 The impact on Lebanon has been immense. The 

country has experienced serious economic 

shocks due to the conflict in Syria, including a 

decline in trade, tourism and investment and an 

increase in public expenditures. Public services 

are struggling to meet increased demand, with 

health, education, electricity, and water and  

sanitation particularly taxed. 

 Children make up half the Syrian refugee  

population in Lebanon. The number of  

school-aged children is now over 400,000, eclipsing the number of Lebanese children in public schools. These schools have 

opened their doors to over 100,000 refugees, yet the ability to accept more is severely limited. The vast majority of refugee  

children are out of school, many work, and girls can be married young. 

 A growing number of refugees are unable to afford or to find suitable accommodation and are resorting to insecure  

dwellings such as tents, garages and animal sheds. Some 80,000 people urgently need health assistance. More than 650,000  

receive monthly food aid to survive. 

 Local communities feel the strain of the influx of refugees most directly, with many towns and villages now having more Syrian 

refugees than Lebanese. Across the country, critical infrastructure is stretched to its limits, affecting refugees and Lebanese alike.  

Sanitation and waste management have been severely weakened, clinics and hospitals are overstretched, and water supplies 

depleted. Wages are falling due increase labour supply.  

 The World Bank estimates that the Syria crisis cost Lebanon $2.5 billion in lost economic activity during 2013 and threatens  

to push 170,000 Lebanese into poverty by the end of this year as families are struggling to make ends meet. 

EGYPT: IDENTIFYING NEEDS AND GAPS FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT PROJECTS 

 The International Labour Organization (ILO), in partnership with UNHCR, has completed a market study and value-chain  

analysis in Cairo in order to identify opportunities and gaps in the food service sector. UNHCR and ILO will review and  

implement recommendations from the analysis to improve competitiveness and quality within the food sector, and contribute  

to local economic development in Egypt. 

 In cooperation with the Bauhaus University in Germany, UNHCR participated on 22-26 March in a workshop on urban sociology 

at the University of Alexandria’s School of Architecture . UNHCR provided training on how to conduct social surveys. Through the 

course of the workshop the participants divided into working groups and conducted a case study on Al Bitash Area in Agamy, 

Alexandria where some 10,000 Syrian refugees reside. The participants gathered and analyzed data on issues of social and  

economic integration of the Syrian refugees and on housing and real-estate market in Al Bitash. UNHCR also amassed several 

potential ideas for community support projects in the area. 
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UNESCO 

UNESCO 

DRC: PROVIDING CORE RELIEF ITEMS AND CASH ASSISTANCE IN IRAQ 

 The Danish Refugee Council (DRC) is providing 

emergency assistance to Syrian refugees in the 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI). DRC is currently 

implementing a multi-pronged assistance  

strategy for Syrians in both camp and non-camp 

settings in Erbil and Dohuk Governorates. This 

assistance includes - among other interventions - 

the provision of cash assistance to vulnerable 

families as well as the distribution of Core Relief 

Items (CRI) in Qushtapa and Basirma Camps.  

 Cash Assistance - Syrian refugees enter Iraq  

lacking savings and financial support. This is  

compounded by substantially higher costs of 

living in the KRI. As a result, an increased number 

of families are turning to negative coping  

mechanisms, exposing particularly women and 

children to a number of protection concerns. 

Limited access to cash is further  

restraining refugees' access to medical care, nutrition, hygiene items and water.  

 In response, DRC is implementing a cash assistance programme for vulnerable Syrian families as well as vulnerable Iraqi host  

communities. During the last quarter of 2013 to early 2014, DRC distributed cash assistance to 1,700 vulnerable Syrian families 

and host communities living in Dohuk Governorate to help them manage their unstable situation and respond to the basic needs.  

 Due to the high levels of vulnerability overall of Syrian refugees in the KRI, DRC found necessary to employ a rigorous selection 

system and targeting to ensure that those with the greatest needs were identified and approached. DRC cash  

assistance programming comprised of two different methodologies: Emergency Cash Assistance and Multi-Month Cash  

Assistance. In order to mitigate potential tensions between the refugees and their host communities, DRC also targeted  

extremely vulnerable Iraqi households to receive emergency cash assistance. DRC's strategy was also to assist at least 30 per cent 

of women through cash assistance, specifically female headed households considered as the most vulnerable.  

 In 2014, DRC will continue to assist Syrian refugees through cash assistance and will target an additional 250 cases of cash  

assistance through DRC Emergency Funding. The selection of beneficiaries has started in Dohuk Governorate and is planned to be 

completed by the beginning of April. The cash distribution to beneficiaries will be conducted by the end of April. DRC will  

undertake post-monitoring distribution surveys to understand the impact of the cash assistance and how the money was used by 

beneficiaries.  

 Core Relief Items (CRIs) - Winter climate in the KRI commonly reaches sub-zero temperatures and snow, particularly in the  

higher altitude northern region. The cold weather increases the level of illnesses and puts at risk the entire population living in 

camps. For the months outside of winter, Syrian refugees will also require access to domestic fuel for cooking.  

 In partnership with UNHCR, DRC is providing domestic fuel for cooking and heating in Qushtapa and Basirma Camps. Since  

February 2014 (and throughout 2014), DRC is distributing kerosene at 70L per month per households (during the winter months) 

and 20L per month per households (during the summer months). DRC ensures that its team provides Syrian refugees residing in 

the camps with precise information on the modalities of the distribution (date, location, methodology). After the distribution, 

DRC ensures proper data collection to monitor the quantity of fuel distributed and the number of beneficiaries assisted. In  

February and March 2014, DRC assisted a total of 1,577 families in Qushtapa  and Basirma Camps.  

 As the Camp Management Agency in Qushtapa and Basirma, DRC is also supporting UNHCR in undertaking all distributions of 

CRIs. This includes arrival kits for new arrivals, and basic domestic items for refugees. These distributions, according to  

humanitarian standards, ensure the right of all refugees in need to access humanitarian assistance and basic services, such as 

access to necessary CRIs.  

DRC 
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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 157 participating organizations, including 105 appealing agencies:  

ABAAD | ACTED | ActionAid | Action contre la faim | Adventist Development and Relief Agency | Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance | Al 

Majmoua | AMAN | AMEL | Arab Medical Union | Arc en Ciel | ARDD-Legal Aid | Association de Charité Humanitaire | Association Justice et  

Miséricorde | Association of Volunteers in International Service | BBC Media Action | Beyond Association | British Council | CARE International |  

Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | Central Association for Kindergarten Supervisors League | Centre for Victims of 

Torture | Civil Development Organization | Comitato International per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | CONCERN | Cooperazione Internazionale | Coptic  

Evangelical Organization for Social Services | DRC | Family Guidance and Awareness Centre | FAO | Finn Church Aid | Finnish Red Cross/Iraqi Red 

Crescent Society | French Red Cross | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GIZ | Global Communities Partners for Good | Gruppo di  

Volontariato Civile | Handicap International | Heartland Alliance International | High Relief Commission | Hilfswerk Austria International | Human Relief 

Foundation | Humedica | ILO | Institution for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Alert | International Catholic Migration  

Commission | International Children’s Continence Society | International Medical Corps | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International  

Relief and Development | International Rescue Committee | Internews | INTERSOS | IOM | Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project | Iraqi Youth League | 

Islamic Relief Worldwide | JBA | JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | Jordan Health Aid Society | Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization | Jordan  

Hashemite Fund for Human Development | Jordan Red Crescent | Jordan River Foundation | Jordanian Women’s Union | KAFA | KG | KnK | KURDS | 

Lutheran Word Federation | MADA | Madrasati Initiative | Mines Advisory Group | Mahmoud Mosque Society | Makassed | Makhzoumi Foundation | 

Medair | Medical Aid for Palestinians | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Mercy USA | Ministry of Public Health | Ministry of Water and Irrigation | 

Movement for Peace | Muslim Aid | NAJMAH | National Centre for Culture and Arts | NICCOD | NRC | Operation Mercy | Organization for the  

Development of Women and Children | Oxfam | PEOPLE IN NEED | Plan International | Polish Centre for International Aid | Psycho Social Training 

and Services Institute in Cairo | PU-AMI | Public Aid Organization | QANDIL | Qatar Red Crescent | Questscope | Rassemblement Democratique des 

Femmes du Liban | Relief International | Refugee Education Trust | Refugee Egypt | Resala | RESCATE | RESTART | Royal Health Awareness  

Society | Safadi Foundation | SAWA | SCI KR-I | SCI | SCJ | Search for Common Ground | Secours Islamique France | Seraphim GLOBAL | SHEILD | 

Solidar Suisse | Solidarités International | Soins infirmiers et developpement comunautaire | St. Andrew’s Refugee Education Service | STEP |  

TADAMON | Taghyeer | TDH | TDHI | THW | TRIANGLE GH | UAE Red Crescent | UNAMI | UN Women | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | 

UNHCR | UNICEF | UNOPS | Un Ponte Per | UNRWA | WAAJC | War Child UK | War Child Holland | WARVIN | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation 

Fund | World Vision International | Young Man’s Christian Association | Y-PEER  

CARE: CASH ASSISTANCE FOR SYRIAN REFUGEES FOR URGENT NEEDS 

 For most refugees, the major challenge is to pay for basic  

living costs, including rent, food and medication. In Lebanon 

and Jordan, CARE has supported more than 120,000  

particularly vulnerable people with cash assistance.  

 CARE spoke with refugees about their most urging needs and 

what they will spend the cash assistance they received on. 

Here are two of their stories: 

 Fatima’s grandson was hit by a bomb. “I did not recognise his 

body anymore, I could see his bones, it was as if his flesh  

melted.” She fled with him so he could get medical treatment. 

His family is still in Syria. They have been in Irbid, in the North 

of Jordan, for the past years. Whatever money she has, she 

spends on her grandson’s treatment. “I hardly eat, I want to 

save every penny so he can see the doctor. He loved reading 

and playing football. I hope that there will be a day when he 

will be able to be happy again. If someone you love is hurt, you feel his pain as if it was your own.” 

 Hanadi, unlike thousands of Syrians who have been wounded permanently disabled during the war, has had leg problems since 

her childhood. She and her family left Syria in August 2012. Fleeing without being able to walk is very difficult, she says. Hanadi 

lives with relatives in a multistory apartment building. She has to crawl down some 60 steps and drag herself back up every time 

she leaves the house. Her hands have suffered a lot from this process and she can no longer move them properly. With CARE’s 

cash assistance she will pay for surgery. Hanadi hopes to be able to move to an apartment on a ground floor soon.  

Hanadi is permanently disabled and will use assistance from CARE to 

pay for surgery. CARE | J. Mitscherlich  
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