
This update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host Governments and 

126 partners across the region.  
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REGIONAL FIGURES 

2.2 million refugees fleeing Syria  

have sought protection in  

neighbouring countries  

33 months of conflict has passed 

76% of the refugee population are 

women and children 

1,135,897 refugee children  

estimated to be affected by the crisis 

1.1 million Syrian refugees will  

benefit from additional support in  

winter  

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

  Humanitarian partners in Lebanon are responding to an influx of more than 3,800 families  

following fighting in the Qalamoun area of Rif Dimashq, Syria. Heavy clashes, which began 

on 15 November in Qarah, have now spread to many neighbouring villages. The majority of 

refugees have found shelter in the town of Arsal, Beqaa Governorate, with  

others accommodated in neighbouring villages.  

 UNRWA is launching a nationwide winterization assistance plan in Lebanon starting on 5 

December for Palestine refugees from Syria (PRS) who have recorded their details with the 

Agency in Lebanon. As of 29 November, 51,000 PRS (15,000 families) have been  

recorded with UNRWA in Lebanon, all of whom will be eligible for winterization assistance 

from UNRWA or its partners.  

 UNHCR is reinforcing its stockpile in northern Iraq with relief items for up to 50,000  

vulnerable Syrians. A UNHCR-chartered airlift landed at Erbil airport on 2 December carrying 

90 metric tons of various core relief items to help 4,400 families over the winter months 

including plastic tarpaulins, thermal blankets, sleeping mats, jerry cans and kitchen sets.  

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees
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HUMANITARIAN PARTNERS RESPOND TO A MASS INFLUX INTO THE BEQAA, LEBANON 
 Lebanon - Humanitarian partners are  

responding to an influx of more than 3,850 

refugee families following heavy fighting in 

the Qalamoun area of Rif Dimashq, Syria.  

The clashes began on 15 November and have 

now spread to many neighbouring villages. 

 The situation is stabilizing. Refugees continue 

to arrive in Arsal at a rate of some 30 to 50 

families a day. The local municipality with the 

support of Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and 

UNHCR is registering new arrivals to ensure 

access to assistance. Protection experts are 

on site to identify people with special needs 

and facilitate referrals to relevant services. 

 The lack of shelter options continues to be a 

critical challenge and alternative shelter  

options are urgently needed to avoid  

deteriorations in wellbeing.  

 The majority of refugees have found shelter 

in Arsal, with others accommodated in the 

neighbouring villages of El Ain, Fakehe, Chaat 

an Ras Baalbek. Mobile teams visited several 

shelter locations over the weekend to reach 

vulnerable unregistered refugees based on 

information gathered as part of the multi-

sectoral assessment conducted last week. 

 Health - An additional mobile clinic became 

operational on 2 December to increase 

health  coverage for persons who have  

difficulty reaching local health centres.  

Partners are working to expand health  

response capacity through the introduction 

of extended working hours, additional 

staffing and provision of medicines.  

 Core relief and food - Almost 90 per cent of families have now been reached through distributions of food and essential items  

for sleeping, cooking, personal hygiene and keeping warm. Distribution will be conducted tomorrow to reach those who have 

just been registered. 

 Shelter - With the onset of heavy rain and cold weather the need for winterized shelter is becoming more urgent. So far, some 

800 shelter kits have been distributed. A further 2,000 are available and will be distributed according to needs. Partners are  

continuing regular programmes to seal off private houses hosting refugees. 

 WASH - Partners continue to monitor water quality closely and have distributed water filters to some 420 households. Water 

trucking, hygiene promotion and sanitation services such as constructing showers and latrines, desluding and solid waste  

collection continued in the past days. Over 230 latrines/ toilets have been installed to date, providing basic facilities for over 

3,000 persons. 

 Partners in the response: ACF, Amel, Al Jamaa Al Islamiya, AMEL, Arsal Municipality, Beyond, Dar el Fatwa, DRC, GVC, Handicap 

International, ICRC, IMC, Intersos, IOM, IRC, Jousour Al Nour, KSA Relief, Médecins du Monde, Ministry of Social Affairs, MSF, 

Ministry of Public Health, NRC, Prince of Qatar Aid, Save the Children, SHRO, TdH, UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP. 

 Correction: The Inter-agency Regional Response for Syrian Refugees (21-27 November) stated that 40,000 Syrians have fled into 

Arsal since 15 November. The correct estimate is 20,000 new arrivals. Arsal has an additional refugee population of some 20,000 

since the start of the conflict, bringing the total estimated population of Arsal to 75,000 people including 35,000 local residents. 

 35,000 residents of Arsal 

+ 

20,653 registered  

refugees* 

+ 

20,000 refugees  

registered with the local  

municipality since 15 Nov. 

= 

75,653 total population  

in Arsal 

* Registered with UNHCR since the beginning of 

the conflict, as of 2 December 

Distributing mattresses to new arrivals in Arsal, Lebanon. DRC | F. Faivre  
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THE FUTURE OF SYRIA - REFUGEE CHILDREN IN CRISIS 
 UNHCR in a report released on 

29 November says staggering 

numbers of Syrian refugee  

children in Jordan and Lebanon 

are growing up in fractured  

families, missing out on  

education and serving as their 

household's primary breadwinner.  

 There are over 3,700 un- 

accompanied and separated  

children in Jordan and Lebanon.  

In some cases parents have died, 

been detained, or sent their  

children into exile alone out of 

fear for their safety. 

 The conflict in Syria has caused 

Syrian girls and boys of all ages to 

suffer immensely, both physically 

and psychologically. The psycho-

logical effects of the conflict in 

Syria on children can be  

far-reaching, affecting their well-

being, sleep, speech and social 

skills. 

 Children, particularly girls, are 

often kept at home for their safety. Twenty-nine per cent of children who were asked how often they leave the home said that 

they leave once a week or less. 

 In both Jordan and Lebanon, children as young as seven years old are working long hours for little pay, sometimes in dangerous 

or exploitative conditions. While some girls are employed, notably in agriculture and domestic work, the majority of working  

children are boys.  

 More than half of all school-aged Syrian children in Jordan and Lebanon are not in school. In Lebanon, it is estimated that some 

200,000 school-aged Syrian refugee children could remain out of school at the end of the year.  

 A recent UNHCR survey on birth registration in Lebanon revealed that 77 per cent of 781 refugee infants sampled did not have an 

official birth certificate. Between January and mid-October 2013, only 68 certificates were issued to babies born in Za’atri camp, 

Jordan. 

 

UNICEF: PREPARING REFUGEES FOR THE ONSET OF WINTER 
 Lebanon - to date, UNICEF’s partners have distributed winter clothing kits to 5,528 children in informal tented settlements. 

UNICEF and partners aim to reach over 150,000 vulnerable Syrian, Palestinian and Lebanese children with seasonal clothing  

and/or vouchers this winter.  

 Jordan - UNICEF has transferred over 24,000 blankets and 25,000 winter clothing kits for children under 5 to NRC for distribution 

in camps in Jordan. UNICEF is also preparing a further 10,000 winter clothing kits and blankets for distribution. Winter supplies 

will be distributed over the next two weeks.  

 Iraq - UNICEF is procuring warm clothes/shoes for 24,000 children and 51,480 blankets. 150 tented classrooms and child friendly 

spaces will be equipped with heaters and carpets. In order to prevent heat loss, 8,000 hypothermia kits will benefit 40,000  

refugees. This kit includes three fleece blankets, one reinforced plastic tarpaulin and one mat.  

 Turkey - UNICEF has procured 220 winterized tents to replace school tents in the camps. All child friendly spaces will be replaced 

with containers. Sets of jumpsuits have been distributed to 5,181 children aged 0-2 in seven camps so far. UNICEF aims to reach 

all children under 2 in camps with winter clothing.  

Mahmoud, 15, hasn’t been to school for nearly three years. Back in Syria, his parents worried about the 
violence in their neighbourhood, so he missed school. Today, Mahmoud’s salary of US$ 60 a month from a 
Lebanese fish factory helps to pay the rent for the underground storage room his family lives in. The fami-
ly says they cannot afford the luxury of sending him to school. UNHCR | S. Baldwin 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/media-futureofsyria/
http://www.unhcr.org/media-futureofsyria/
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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

TURKEY: AUTHORITIES BOOST REGISTRATION CAPACITY TO ENSURE ASSISTANCE 

 While there are just over 200,000  

refugees hosted in camps in Turkey, the 

total number of Syrians living outside 

camps in Turkey is estimated to be more 

than 500,000 persons, of whom 330,000  

refugees have been registered so far.  

 A registration verification exercise has  

recently began in the Turkish refugee 

camps whereby all refugees are being  

fingerprinted and their data captured in  

a new database, AFIS – Automated  

Fingerprint Identification System. The  

exercise will enable authorities to  

compare registration records across the 

camps once completed.  

 Turkish authorities are also boosting 

efforts to register Syrian refugees living 

outside camps and ensure assistance to 

the most vulnerable. Registration is  

supported by UNHCR through the  

procurement of 23 mobile registration centres, seven of which have been delivered to date.  Responsibility for registration of 

non-camp Syrians was taken over by the Foreigners Police in October. This entails the re-registration of refugees outside of the 

camps who had been registered the Disaster and Emergency Management Agency of Government of Turkey (AFAD) as well as 

first time registration of all others. The registered refugees will be provided with ID cards. 

 Of the registered Syrians in Turkey, 85 per cent are registered in five provinces alone (Gaziantep, Kilis, Hatay, Sanliurfa and  

Mardin). As of the end of November, the total number of registered Syrians in Gaziantep city center alone has reached 88,750.  

In Sanliurfa the registration of urban Syrians is continuing at the AFAD Coordination Centre until the local police has fully taken 

over the process. Officials of the center informed UNHCR that the total number of registered Syrians living outside camps in  

Sanliurfa province has increased to over 57,000 people. 

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 126 participating organizations, including 84 appealing:  

ActionAid | Action Contre la Faim | Adventist Development and Relief Agency | Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development | The Lebanese 

Association for Development | Lebanese Association for Human Promotion & Literacy | Amel Association | ARRD – Legal Aid | Associazione  

Volontari per il Servizio Internazionale | CARE International | Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | Centre for Victims 

of Torture | Cooperative Housing Foundation International | Children without Borders | Comitato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | Danish 

Refugee Council | Finn Church Aid/Act Alliance  | FAO | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GVC/Muslim Aid | Handicap International | 

Heartland Alliance International | Institute for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Catholic Migration Commission | International 

Medical Corps | IOM | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International Relief and Development | International Rescue Committee |  

INTERSOS | Islamic Relief Worldwide | JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | Jordan Health Aid Society | LDS Charities | Lebanese Red Cross  | Lutheran 

World Federation | Madrasati Initiative | Medair | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Movement for Peace | Nippon International Cooperation for 

Community Development | Norwegian Refugee Council | Operation Mercy | Oxfam GB | Première Urgence – Aide Medicale Internationale | Qatar 

Red Crescent | Questscope | Refugee Education Trust | Relief International | Restart | Rene Mouawad Foundation | Royal Health Awareness  

Society | Safadi Foundation | Save the Children International | Save the Children Jordan | Social Humanitarian Economical Intervention for Local 

Development | Solidarités International | Terre des Hommes | Terre des Hommes Italia | Terre des Hommes Lausanne | German Federal Agency  

for Technical Relief | Un ponte per | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | UNHCR | UNICEF | UNODC | UNOPS | UNRWA | UN Women | War 

Child Holland | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation Fund | World Vision | YMCA |  

Syrian refugee children during a drawing class in their primary school in Adiyaman refugee 

camp,  Turkey. UNHCR | B. Sokol  
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