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REGIONAL FIGURES 

2 million refugees fleeing Syria have 

sought protection in neighbouring countries  

97% of Syria’s refugees are hosted by  

countries in the immediate region 

1 million refugee children  

5,000 people flee from Syria every day 

US$ 1.7 billion funding gap in the Syria  

Regional Response Plan to meet the basic 

needs of refugees 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The number of Syrians forced to seek shelter abroad since civil war began in March 

2011 surpassed 2 million people on 2 September with no sign of the outflow ending 

soon. This trend represents a jump of close to 1.8 million people in 12 months.  

 In view of the pressure the refugee exodus is placing on surrounding countries,  

government ministers from Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon and Turkey announced with  

UNHCR on 4 September that they will jointly seek an urgent and major expansion  

of international help for the region. The ministers and UNHCR expressed serious  

concern about the deteriorating humanitarian situation in the region and the  

devastating impact this is having on countries hosting large Syrian refugee  

populations, including the worsening economic impact. 

 Refugee response partners across the region in coordination with government  

authorities have worked together to update contingency plans in Syrian refugee-

receiving countries across the region. 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees
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Two million Syrian refugees 

 The number of Syrian refugees surpassed the threshold of two million on 2 September, representing a jump of almost 1.8 million 

people in 12 months. One year ago, the number of Syrian’s registered as refugees or awaiting registration stood at 230,671  

people. More than 97 per cent of Syria’s refugees are hosted by countries in the immediate surrounding region, placing a  

significant burden on infrastructures, economies and societies.  

 Lebanon - the number of Syrians currently  

registered as refugees or pending registration is 

equal to more than 18 per cent of the country’s 

population. Groups of refugees are scattered 

across 1,400 localities. The impact has serious 

security implications and health, education, and 

water and sanitation systems have all exceeded 

their capacities. 

 Jordan - despite limited resources, a strained  

economy and overstretched services and infra-

structure, the Syrian refugee influx has swollen 

the population size by 11 per cent, placing 

 enormous pressure on Jordanian resources, 

services and infrastructure. The cost of hosting 

refugees in 2013 solely in relation to electricity, 

water, education, health, municipalities,  

subsidized goods, and protection and reception has now exceed US$ 2 billion. 

 Turkey - the Government of Turkey has responded to the Syrian refugee influx with US$2 billion in support. Refugees are spread 

across 21 camps where they receive shelter, health care, security and other services. Almost 250,000 Syrians are already  

documented living outside of camps, with many more pending registration. 

 Iraq - already contending with security problems and large-scale internal displacement of around one million people before the 

Syria crisis began, the 160,000-strong Syrian refugee population has been swollen further by the recent influx of more than 

40,000 people from areas of conflict in north and northeast Syria. 

 

Emergency Preparedness - Dubai Global Stockpile 

 Efficient humanitarian response in an emergency is 

dependent on speed, teamwork and coordination. 

With this in mind, UNHCR established a global  

emergency stockpile in Dubai in 2006.  

 The stockpile is the largest of several UNHCR global 

stockpiles and is equipped to meet the basic relief 

needs of 350,000 destitute people. Relief items in 

stock include tents, blankets, plastic sheeting for 

weather-proofing, mosquito nets, kitchen sets and 

jerry cans, amongst other items. Expended supplies 

are immediately and automatically replenished to  

ensure constant supply. 

 UNHCR Dubai enjoys ready access to all continents  

and a seamless supply chain worldwide, allowing a 

rapid emergency response.  

 UNHCR also works in partnership with other UN  

agencies and NGOs, including WFP who also operate 

out of Dubai's International Humanitarian City. 

Cumulative refugee trends by country 

A convoy transporting supplies from the Dubai Global Stockpile to Jordan for the 

Syria response. UNHCR | J. Kohler 
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ACTED: Assisting Syrian refugees and vulnerable host communities  

 Displaced Syrian families arrive in neighbouring 

countries often with little more than the clothes 

they are wearing. The provision of essential relief 

items (also referred to as non-food items or NFIs)  

is of crucial importance to both new arrivals and the 

most vulnerable families who cannot afford these 

items. ACTED has assisted over 200,000 refugees  

so far through the distribution of essential NFIs in 

both camp settings and host communities through-

out Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. 

 Lebanon - Following needs assessments which  

identified a lack of WASH interventions in Mount 

Lebanon, ACTED is currently planning to assist over 

10,000 highly vulnerable refugees and host  

community members with the distribution of  

hygiene and baby kits to enable families to practice 

good hygiene behaviour. 

 Jordan - ACTED has distributed soap and solar  

lamps, plus hygiene kits to school-age children in 

Za’atri camp. ACTED will be conducting a joint distribution with NRC this week for soap, fire extinguishers, sanitary pads, and  

razors for men, reaching 120,000 individuals, with the support of UNICEF and UNHCR. In host communities, ACTED is continuing 

its distribution of sanitation and hygiene items, reaching 2,250 families in total. ACTED also plans to assist vulnerable households 

with winterization materials and shelter rehabilitation kits in the coming weeks on top of its regular ongoing assistance.  

 Iraq - Since mid-August, ACTED and UNHCR have distributed over 2,000 NFI kits to new arrivals in the Kurdistan Region in  

response to the sudden mass influx of Syrian refugees.  

 

Handicap International: Providing specialist care to the  

injured and most in need   

 Handicap International (HI) is assisting the most vulnerable populations in Lebanon 

and Jordan affected by the Syria crisis by identifying and responding to specific needs 

through interventions including physical rehabilitation, psychosocial support, and 

through the provision of assistive and mobility devices, core relief item kits and  

winterization kits. 

 Jordan - From November 2012 to June 2013, 10,006 most vulnerable persons were 

directly provided for or successfully referred to internal or external services. An  

additional 12,375 persons benefitted from accessibility activities in camp settings - 

more than twice the initial target - and constitutes 75 per cent of the estimated  

population with disabilities in Za’atri camp. HI also supports three government  

hospitals and reached 13,000 beneficiaries through Emergency Risk Education  

programs earlier in the year. 

 Lebanon -  From November 2012 to June 2013, more than 900 Persons with Injuries 

(PwI) and 2,000 vulnerable families (10,000 individuals) received support through 

specialized care centres, four hospitals and community intervention. From 24 June to 

30 August, HI distributed food and relief items to 10,839 most vulnerable persons in 

the Bekaa Valley. In addition to the provision of specific and basic services, HI also  

provides trainings to humanitarian partners on disability, inclusion and vulnerability  

approaches. 

Relief item distribution. ACTED 

Ahmad, 13, was injured during a demonstration 

in Syria. He was carried across the border to 

ahospital in Lebanon where he is recovering. 

UNHCR | S. Malkawi  
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United Nations Agency for Refugees (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

Iraq: partners scale up assistance for non-camp refugees as influx continues 

 More than 55,000 Syrians have crossed into the Kurdistan Region in northern Iraq since Thursday 15 August 2013. The majority 

of recent arrivals originate from areas in north and northeast Syria, including Qamishly, Hasakeh and Aleppo. UNHCR has also 

observed a recent increase in the number of new arrivals originating from Damascus.  

 A non-camp refugee working group co-chaired by UNHCR and UNDP is finalizing the Strategic Operational Framework for  

Non-Camp Syrian Refugees in Iraq. The group is looking into interventions across multiple sectors including protection, food  

security and NFIs, shelter, education, WASH, livelihood and environment.  

 Response partners including Qandil in Erbil  

governorate, Harikar in Dohuk and the Civil  

Development Organization in Sulemaniyah  

will implement up to 150 Quick Impact  

Projects of up to US$ 20,000 each in the  

Kurdistan region to the end of the year.   

Priorities include increasing access to,  

improving and expanding assistance and  

services; repairing and renovating facilities; 

small-scale infrastructure development;  

capacity building; peace building; and  

livelihood promotion. 

 The second phase of the cash assistance  

programme for extremely vulnerable refugees 

living outside camps is scheduled to begin on  

15 September.  Assistance consists of one-off 

lump sum payments of $200 for individuals 

and $400 for families. Up to 600 vulnerable 

families in the Kurdistan Region will receive 

assistance during this phase. 

 The refugee response in the Kurdistan Region 

is the coordinated efforts of the Kurdistan  

Regional Government, UN agencies and NGO partners.  

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 126 participating organizations, including 84 appealing:  

ActionAid | Action Contre la Faim | Adventist Development and Relief Agency | Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development | The Lebanese 

Association for Development | Lebanese Association for Human Promotion & Literacy | Amel Association | ARRD – Legal Aid | Associazione  

Volontari per il Servizio Internazionale | CARE International | Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | Centre for Victims 

of Torture | Cooperative Housing Foundation International | Children without Borders | Comitato Internazionale per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | Danish 

Refugee Council | Finn Church Aid/Act Alliance  | FAO | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GVC/Muslim Aid | Handicap International | 

Heartland Alliance International | Institute for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Catholic Migration Commission | International 

Medical Corps | IOM | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International Relief and Development | International Rescue Committee |  

INTERSOS | Islamic Relief Worldwide | JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | Jordan Health Aid Society | LDS Charities | Lebanese Red Cross  | Lutheran 

World Federation | Madrasati Initiative | Medair | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Movement for Peace | Nippon International Cooperation for 

Community Development | Norwegian Refugee Council | Operation Mercy | Oxfam GB | Première Urgence – Aide Medicale Internationale | Qatar 

Red Crescent | Questscope | Refugee Education Trust | Relief International | Restart | Rene Mouawad Foundation | Royal Health Awareness  

Society | Safadi Foundation | Save the Children International | Save the Children Jordan | Social Humanitarian Economical Intervention for Local 

Development | Solidarités International | Terre des Hommes | Terre des Hommes Italia | Terre des Hommes Lausanne | German Federal Agency  

for Technical Relief | Un ponte per | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | UNHCR | UNICEF | UNODC | UNOPS | UNRWA | UN Women | War 

Child Holland | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation Fund | World Vision | YMCA |  

Deputy Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General for Iraq for  

Development and Humanitarian Affairs, Jacqueline Badcock, and UNICEF Representative 

to Iraq, Marzio Babille, spoke with a Syrian mother whose child was vaccinated.  

UNAMI | S. Abdulrahman  

http://www.unhcr.org
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees
mailto:kinga@unhcr.org
mailto:kinga@unhcr.org

