
Program Location   India    
 
 
Program Title    ORISSA FLOODS 2014 
 
 
Situation report    3 
 
 
Submitted by     Caritas India  
 
 
Date     August 11, 2014 
 
 
Name of Write    Babita Alick, Team Leader, Disaster Management 
 
SITUATION AT THE GROUND 
 
Death toll due to floods in Odisha climbed to 45 and number of people affected by the deluge to over 
32.9 lakh on Sunday as the situation improved gradually with receding water level in many areas. Water 
level in almost all rivers including Mahanadi dropped considerably amid signs of improvement in the 
flood situation in different areas, as reported by the Deputy Relief Commissioner.  
 
However, more than 4.8 lakh people in over 460 villages were still left marooned in the delta region of 
Mahanadi river system, while many areas were still submerged by flood water of Baitarani river. 
Different parts of the state, mainly northern region, were lashed by rain under the influence of a low 
perssure but the intensity was low and the weather is unlikely to aggravate the flood scenario.  
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Across the state, more than 5,300 villages have been affected with 460 of them marooned by heavy 
flood waters. The downpour has affected 3, 22,163 hectares of agricultural land as well.  
 
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
At least 200 free kitchens are still feeding 76,000 people indicating that the current flood continues to 
keep a large number of villages marooned and inaccessible. These kitchens are located in Kendrapada, 
Puri, Jajpur, Subarnapur and Jharsuguda districts. With 40 teams from both state and national disaster 
response forces dispatched to affected areas, and with 100 medical teams and 365 boats functional, the 
government is engaged in aiding the affected families.   

  
 
 
Marooned Sukhuakhala village: 
photograph date 10th August  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 



Water logging Billiapda village : 
photograph date 10th August  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FIELD ASSESSMENT 
Over view: The information given in the report was gathered in a community-based needs assessment 
conducted jointly by Caritas India team (3 Persons), Project partners Catholic Charities (6 persons), 
CORDAID and Wetlands International representatives in Orrisa ( 3 Persons).  
 
The team in 2 groups visited and had interaction through designed methodology in following affected 
areas: 

State District Block GP Village Hamlet Ward 

Odisha Cuttack Dompada Bilipada Bilipada 4 3 

Odisha Cuttack Banki Similipur Karabara 6 2 

Odisha Cuttack Banki Dompada Sukhuakhala 4 1 

Total  1 2 3 3 14 6 

 
Methods Used To Gather Information: Pre designed methodology to collect data included written 
surveys, individual interviews, and focus group discussion.  The methodology used was pre decided by all 
agencies under Odisha IAG. The tools for collecting information entirely cover common rapid assessment 
tool decided by the agencies. 
 
OBSERVATIONS AND FINDINGS 
They area visited in communities in 3 village’s with approx 122 people were there which is average 5% of 
the affected populations. Three focus groups discussion were conducted with affected populations. 

 
In all the three villages water has reached to houses covering almost 7 ft an average, however water 
started receding from yesterday. It is found that it will take almost 15 days and more to get water 
completely out of the villages. The affected population survey depicts that 100% population of the 
villages are affected and area is cut off from the main road, however government has provided some 
boats for communication in stipulated intervals. The interviews depict one death and no missing 
persons. 
 
Food: Interestingly, food consumption has remained same as before disaster. The support from the 
government is sufficiently on food, currently through community kitchen being run by the government. 
The major concerns the community as related to food sufficiency are:  

Village Estimated population affected   No. of 
affected 
population 
interviewed 

% of affected 
population 
interviewed (%) 

Total Individual Household 

Bilipada 1900 1200 200 55 4.6 

Karabara 1691 1521 210 36 2.4 

Sukhuakhala 529 524 110 46 8.8 

 
4120 3245 520 137  



Sudhakar Mallike in Billipada village 

 in front of his house  

 

School under water  

One tube well for 1750 population 

 

� Running out of food stocks  
� Less cooking facilities  

 
Market: The villages have market within half an hour distance and being availibity of boat run by the 
government villagers do not have to travel all the way to the town centre for basic commodities. 
However due to lack of communication /boats some has been found walking on the water for more than 
hours collecting daily needs. It is reported that the market price of the commodity steadily increasing. 
 
Health : In all the villages visited, it was found that 98% 
water sources are submerged other than Billipdas where in 
2 tube wells are used for drinking water. It is found in 
Bilipada village almost 25% have access to water through 2 
hand pumps and other 2 villages people have to depend on 
flood water which consumed after boiling and pouch water 
insufficiently supplied by the Government. It is found that 
the affected population have lost 100% of the toilets as it is 
submerged. People are forced to  defecate in open places 
inside flood waters, for both men and women, Moderate 
traumatic injuries (25) includes 2 snack bites, but no 
deaths have resulted from out of injuries. However, 
reports indicated increasing rates of fever and respiratory 
ailments including asthma-like symptoms have been 
reported.   Concern is rising regarding the contamination of 
water  being drawn from Tube wells– one focus group 
highlighted. The major concerns regarding the health are” 

� Chance of increasing water borne diseases 
� Open defecation  
� No alternative sources of toilets 

 
Shelter: The majority of houses in the area were made of 
thatched materials, with only few made of concrete.  The 
major concerns regarding shelter are:  

� Lack of high space so people have to take shelter in 
neighbour Terence etc 

� Lack of household items including sleeping mats, 
Tarpauline and mosquito nets  

One key informant from a family of 5 described how they had 
taken refuge in the neighbouring house after their home was 
completely devastated. This, along with co-habitating 1730 
population out of 4130 population in homes with minimal 
damage is  common. The main issue is displacement. The 
following data from the assessment shows that in Billipada  
more than 63% population is displaced and living in makeshift 
arrangements, where as Karaba 23% and in Suhuakhala only 
9%. However it is found government has provided tarpaulin to all affected families. 

Village Total population 
Approximate no. of 
people displaced 

% of displaced 
population 

Bilipada 1900 1200 63 

Karabara 1691 480 28 

Sukhuakhala 529 50 9 

Total  4120 1730 
  

School: No school be it elementary , primary and secondary  
are functional due to coverage of water of more than 7 ft. 
As a result classes have been suspended till water recedes. 
The primary needs in regards to education are:  

� Damage in school uniform, books, copies  
� Damage of school educational article 

 



 

Livelihood: At present affected population found to have food stock for limited number of days which 
may get over by a week stated in all the affected population. The community depended on agriculture 
and 100% land under 7 ft of water made entire agriculture production lost. There is sever loss in major 
crops. In terms of livestock no loss has been reported, however there is moderate scarcity of fodder for 
the animals. A detail livelihood assessment study required to understand the livelihood requirement. 
 
IMMEDIATE INTERVENTION AREAS 
� Temporary shelter support and a details study of the shelter needs of the displaced populations. 
� Non Food items support includes cooking utensils, bucket with water purification , sanitary napkins 

to women and young girls 
� Water and sanitation needs specially women as soon as water recedes. 
 
CARITAS INDIA INITIATIVES 
Caritas India started her operation for the flood affected communities namely in 4 most affected 
districts, Cuttak, Jajpur, Nayagarh and Bhadrak. In both the areas based on the common needs following 
actions have been taken. 
 
Shelter for displaced population:  Caritas India 
with Catholic Charities provided Tarpauline 
sheet ( 170 GSM graey color, 15X12 and sleeping 
mat ) for 155 Households. This covers 691 
population with temporary shelter in safer 
place for Sukhuakhala villagers in Similipur GP 
in Banki Domopada. 
 
Food for displaced families : Caritas India with 
Balasore Social Service Society supported 295 
families covering 1475 affected population  with 
( 4kg beaten rice,1/2 Kg of jagerry, Britannia 
biscuits for children, 6 piece candle per families 
and 10 piece match box per families  in 4 villages of Khandapada GP of Tihidi Block. 
 
FUTURE PLANS 
Caritas India is currently part of the Inter Agency Joint Rapid Needs Assessment. Based on the findings of 
these assessment, Caritas India will be launching the Emergency Appeal.  


