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WFP Assistance 

 
WFP India Country 

Strategic Plan 

(CSP) 

   

(2015-2018) 

Total  
Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 
(in USD) 

 

25.5 m 
4.8 m 

(18.8%) 

 

WFP’s work in India has evolved with the economic 

growth and changing needs of the country. Self- 

sufficiency in cereal production and large food-based 

safety nets provide food security through the life-

cycle, has allowed WFP to transition from food 

distribution to providing technical assistance. The shift 

in focus of WFP’s operation was supported by WFP’s 

food security analysis and recommendations from a 

2011 mid-term evaluation. Food delivery was phased 

out in 2012 and a new Country Strategic Plan (CSP) 

2015-2018 was signed between the Government of 
India and WFP. 

Through this CSP, WFP supports three government 

food-based safety nets: 1) Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS) which assists 67 

percent of the Indian population (800 million people); 

2) Mid-day Meal Scheme (MDMS) which assists 

120 million children in the age group of 6 to 14 years 

across the country — making the world’s largest 

school feeding programme, and; 3) the Integrated 

Child Development Services (ICDS) which assists 

pregnant and nursing women and children below 6 

years of age. The three schemes are covered under a 

progressive umbrella legislation - the National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) – that makes food a legal 

entitlement and gives support throughout the life-
cycle.  

Although the Government has been implementing 

these food-based safety nets for three decades, the 

nutritional status of children and women has been 

perpetually poor. The main issues highlighted by 

various evaluations of these schemes included- 
inefficient service delivery with large inclusion-

exclusion errors, diversion of food grains and 
nutritional inadequacy. 

WFP contributes to the Government’s efforts to make a 

sustainable impact on food and nutrition security of the 

country, covering various vulnerabilities such as 

poor/extremely poor, women, children and 

adolescents, through the following efforts: 

Improve the efficiency of safety nets: WFP 

supports the Government of India in improving the 

efficiency of service delivery through technological 

solutions and evidence-based research. WFP is 

collaborating with the states of Odisha and Kerala to 

scale up reforms, building on the experiences of an 

earlier pilot and a country-wide study undertaken to 

develop a “Best Practice Solution (BPS)” for improved 

efficiency. Through these initiatives, WFP is indirectly 
assisting 67.3 million people in the two states. 

Improve nutritional value of food under the safety 

nets: WFP advocates for the enhancement of the 

nutritional content of the food basket of the safety net 

schemes through fortification and diversification. WFP 

supports various pilot initiatives to demonstrate 

operational models for enhancing the nutritive value 

that can deliver impact at scale in the government 

school feeding programme. These projects are being 

implemented in both Kerala and Odisha with potential 
for state-wide scale-up. 

Improve systems for food security analysis and 

monitoring: WFP is partnering with state and national 

governments to strengthen their statistical and 

analytical systems for monitoring the food and 

nutrition security situation within the country. 

Collaboration with the Ministry of Statistics and 

Planning and the Coordination Department will 

facilitate institutionalisation of the analysis and 
decision-making. 

Contribute to knowledge sharing within and 

outside India through establishment of a 

(CENEX): A Letter of Intent has been signed to initiate 

the process of establishment of the CENEX. A high-

level steering committee consisting of key secretaries 

and working groups constituted to take it forward. 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 

 The Government of India and WFP signed a Letter of 

Intent to establish a Centre of Excellence (CENEX) on 

food and nutrition security. Two working groups were 

formalized and subsequent meetings are being held to 

chart out the next steps. 

 

 WFP has been invited to share its experiences on 

fortification and the results of the fortification pilot as 

inputs for potential formulation of a national food 

fortification policy. 

 

 WFP’s support has immense potential to contribute to 

reducing food and nutrition security in India; limited 

budget and measuring impact of technical assistance 

pose challenges. 

 

 

Credit: WFP/Aditya Arya 
Caption: Support to School Feeding project, Gajapati, 
Odisha 
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Donors 

Government of India, Yum!, TECK and Sodexo 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 In the first meeting of the steering committee for the 

establishment of CENEX, the work plan and timelines 

were laid down. One of the key initial activities agreed 

upon is to organize a visit of high-level government 

officials to Brazil. Two meetings of Working Group 2 

were organized. A draft budget, organogram and legal 

documents were prepared. 

   

 In collaboration with the Government of Odisha, WFP 

intends to fortify school meals with multiple 

micronutrients to assist 200,000 school children aged 

6-14 years through the MDMS. With the Government 

of Kerala, WFP is focused on reducing micronutrient 

malnutrition among young children below 3 years of 

age by providing fortified blended foods as Take Home 

Rations through the ICDS scheme. A baseline study to 

benchmark key performance indicators in partnership 

with the Government Medical College is expected to 

begin soon.  

 

 An agreement was signed with the State Government 

of Odisha for institutionalising food security analysis 

and vulnerability mapping in the context of the Zero 

Hunger Challenge and Sustainable Development Goal-

2. To this end, WFP is supporting a government 

technical agency, the Poverty and Human 

Development Monitoring Agency (PHDMA), by 

establishing a Food Security Monitoring Cell. A data 

source mapping workshop was organized in Odisha 

with involvement of all concerned stakeholders and an 

action plan to take it forward was prepared. 

 

 In co-ordination with the Union Territory (UT) 

Administration, WFP would be supporting the effective 

implementation of a pilot on cash-based transfers in 

Chandigarh. A detailed proposal in under preparation. 
 

Challenges 

 High reliance on the Government, especially for the 

technical assistance, has its pros and cons. Changes in 

bureaucracy and long clearance procedures at times 

have bearing on timelines. 

 

 The challenging funding environment could pose 

difficulties in the achievement of the strategic 

objectives laid out within the CSP. The Government of 

India’s demand for budgetary support has steeply 

declined, resulting in a significant lowering of overseas 

development assistance. Most bilateral donors have 

been asked by the Government to conclude their 

bilateral programmes. Thus with limited funding from 

traditional donors, funding for the CSP has to come 

from the Government of India and the Indian private 

sector. 

 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

With 17.3 percent of the world’s population and 15.1 

percent of world’s undernourished population, India 

bears huge burden of global food insecurity. Though 

there are some recent improvements in nutritional 

status of children, the rates are way above acceptable 

level. Micro-nutrient deficiencies are very high 

(anaemia among women - 55.3 percent). Sex ratio is 

declining (940 females per 1000 males) and expected 

years of schooling among female is less than male. 

India ranks 80 (out of 104 countries) on Global 

Hunger Index and 130 (out of 155 countries) on 

Gender Inequality Index. Recent economic growth, 

food grain production of about 264.8 million mt, and 

the existence of three large food safety nets to cover 

the entire vulnerable population of the country, allows 

WFP to play a catalytic role. 

The CSP 2015-18 is aimed at providing technical 

assistance for improved efficiency and nutritional 

effectiveness of the Government’s food-based safety 

nets to contribute to impact at scale. WFP’s activities 

are aligned to the government priorities laid down by 

the National Food Security Act (NFSA 2013) and the 

Sustainable Development Goal 2 (2015-30). 

WFP has been present in India since 1963. 

 

 

Contact info: Hameed Nuru (hameed.nuru.wfp.org) 

Country Director: Dr Hameed Nuru 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/india  

 

Chronic malnutrition: 38.7% of 

children under 5 years of age 

2015 Human Development Index: 

130 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 1.25 billion 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/india

