
  
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

#### 
 

‘Still Left Behind: Pathways to Inclusive Education for Girls with Disabilities’ 
 
Nine out of ten children with disabilities in developing countries continue to be excluded 
from any formal education.  Prospects for girls are particularly bleak, with illiteracy levels 
amongst girls with disabilities in the Global South estimated to be as high as 98%. 
 
Often unseen and unheard, girls with disabilities are the least likely to benefit from 
international efforts to improve access to education in developing countries.  
 
Globally, 263 million children between the ages of 6 and 17 are out of school, 61 million of 
which are of primary school age (6-11 years).  More than half of the total figure live in 
Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia. 
 
The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 focuses on ensuring inclusive, quality education 
for all and promoting lifelong learning. Gender equality has been recognised as crucial for 
achieving this but is often complicated by exclusion factors in situations of conflict or in rural 
areas.  
 
Girls with disabilities are among the world’s most marginalised groups. Around the globe, 
social norms and cultural bias cause girls with disabilities to be left out or hidden away, as a 
result of the double discrimination they face; gender and disability.  
 
Surprisingly, the situation of girls with disabilities has been largely neglected and overlooked 
in education dialogue and practice, greatly limiting their educational opportunities. Those 
committed to gender equity overlook the specific situation of girls and women with 
disabilities, and those who are committed to disability inclusion and equity fail to apply a 
gender perspective.  
 
Both disability and gender are significant factors for exclusion and are often treated 
separately. 
 

To address these deficits and begin gathering the evidence towards best practices in 
inclusive education the United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative, in partnership with 
Leonard Cheshire Disability present a joint publication  

Still Left Behind: Pathways to Inclusive Education for Girls with Disabilities'. This report 
brings to light the persistent and significant gaps in research regarding education and 
disability, and in particular the need for more attention to the experience of girls with 
disabilities. 

 

Report Highlights  

● The analysis finds very little evidence of good practice that is publicly available and 



shared, or data on effectiveness.  
● The intersection between gender and disability and the gendered nature of 

marginalisation for children with disabilities needs to be analysed in depth to help 
formulate and monitor policies and programmes. 

● The development of gender- and disability-sensitive indicators will provide a more 
consistent picture of educational inclusion and allow for comparison across 
programmes. 

● The application of an equity-focused gender and disability lens to budgeting and 
resource allocation will support (hidden) costs that disproportionately affect girls 
with disabilities. 

● Greater efforts to embed gender equality principles in teacher training on inclusive 
education will promote more positive attitudes towards girls with disabilities.  

 
Tiziana Oliva, International Director at Leonard Cheshire Disability, said:  “Our international 
work continues to break down barriers that can still prevent children getting an education in 
developing countries.  All too often the programmes that exist do not acknowledge the very 
specific plight of disabled girls. The opportunity to present these findings at a high profile 
global forum will further highlight our on-going programmes in this area and demonstrate 
the potential of strategic collaborations with the World Bank and UNGEI.” 
 
Nora Fyles, Head of the United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) added: “For us to 
deliver on our 2030 commitments we need to identify and allocate resources for inclusive 
education, including building evidence on what works; and as a prerequisite, pay special 
attention to safeguarding the rights and opportunities of girls with disabilities.  Inclusive 
education must be truly embedded in our global education response if we are to ensure that 
no girl – or boy – is left behind.” 

 
-Ends – 
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Alexis Stergakis at UN Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) on 212-326-7512 
Email: astergakis@unicef.org 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
This report was launched 15th June at the Tenth Conference of the State Parties to the CPRD. 
 
More information on The Tenth Conference of the State Parties to the Committee on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CPRD): 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/conference-of-states-parties-to-the-con
vention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2/cosp10.html  
 

 
United Nations Girls Education Initiative (UNGEI) 

The United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative (UNGEI) is a multi-stakeholder 
partnership committed to improving the quality and availability of girls’ education 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/conference-of-states-parties-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2/cosp10.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/conference-of-states-parties-to-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-2/cosp10.html


and contributing to the empowerment of girls and women through transformative 
education. UNGEI is an advocacy-oriented partnership comprising of 24 global and 
regional partners, 4 regional partnerships and nearly 50 associated country 
partnerships, as well as a far-reaching global network. 

Leonard Cheshire Disability 
 
Leonard Cheshire Disability is an international organisation with over 65 years’ 
experience, five regional offices in Africa and Asia and a deeply rooted network of 
over 200 Leonard Cheshire Global Alliance members in 54 countries. Leonard 
Cheshire Disability works worldwide to create a society in which every person is 
equally valued, ensuring that persons with disabilities have equal opportunity to 
achieve their full potential by living independently, contributing economically, and 
participating fully and equitably in society, working with a range of stakeholders and 
in close collaboration with Leonard Cheshire Global Alliance members.  

 

 


