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Situation overview 

 

 Dry and hot weather condition prevailed in all the livelihoods in the first three weeks of the 

month .In the fourth week  of October 2014 light to moderate rainfall was received in all the 

livelihoods although it rained for one day 

 The pasture condition was poor and good in pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihoods zones 

respectively. 

 The quantity and quality of browse was fair in pastoral livelihood and good in agro-pastoral 

livelihood. 

 The average prices of basic food items is high and above the long term average .This may be 

attributed to  high transportation costs as a result of poor road network 

 The water levels in major water pans had drastically reduced and anticipated to last for three 

weeks. The most affected areas were Sangailu, Boni, Elkambere and Gerille locations where 

all the water pans have dried up.  

 The percentage of children less than 5 years of age at risk of malnutrition based on MUAC 

measurement slightly reduced from 13.23% to 11.18 % in the month under review.  

 Livestock body condition for all species in the  pastoralists livelihood zone was rated fair 

while  in the  Agro-pastoral livelihood zone was recorded good to fair  

 The average prices of sheep and goats had increased and recorded at ksh 2707 and 3453 

respectively while a decrease was noted for cattle from ksh 21,444 to Ksh 19,416.  

 The average distance to grazing areas had reduced from 9.44km  to 8.32km in the month 

under review.  

 The availability of milk for consumption in all the livelihood zones continued to diminish. 

 The average household distance to sources decreased from 1.69km in September 2014 to 

1km in this reporting month  

 No outbreak of human and livestock diseases reported.  

 Generally, the drought situation in the sub-counties is at ALERT stage with WORSENING 

trends. 

 

 

RECCOMENDATIONS TO SUB-COUNTIES AUTHORITIES AND KFSSG BY DSG 

 Desalination of Sangailu, Hulugho and Wakabharey  boreholes  

 Revival of Kotiley livestock marketing since there is no functional livestock marketing in the 

Sub county  

 Diseases surveillance should be sustained by veterinary department and other stakeholders in 

order to prevent disease outbreak   

 Strengthening of livestock vaccination and treatment against CCPP, CBPP , FMD and 

trypanasomiasis  

 Tset-sefly control program should be initiated  

 Provision of subsidized veterinary drugs to pastoralists  

 Sensitization of communities on the importance of boiling drinking water and provision of 

water treatments aqua tabs to households to prevent water borne diseases. 
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1.0 ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS (STABILITY) 

  

1.1.0 Rainfall 

 

 Dry and hot weather condition prevailed in all the livelihoods in the first three weeks of the 

month .In the fourth week of October 2014 light to moderate rainfall was received in all the 

livelihoods although it rained for one day. The rainfall  did not have any significant impacts 

to livestock body condition and production because of poor spatial and temporal distribution  

 

 

1.1.2 Spatial Distribution 

 Poor spatial distribution was noted  

 

1.1.3 Temporal Distribution  

 Poor temporal distribution was noted. 

  

 1.1.4. Standard Precipitation Index  

The standard precipitation index for October 2014  was less than -0.85 which indicated normal 

condition  

 

The graph showing Standard Precipitation Index 

 

 
 

1.2.0 Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition.  

1.2.1 Pasture condition   

 The pasture condition was poor and good in pastoral and Agro-pastoral livelihoods 

respectively. However, it was   below normal when compared to the same period in the 

previous season  

 In addition, the  pasture condition continued to deteriorate because of the effect of the 

dry spell and pressure from   livestock concentration  

 Major constraints in accessing  pasture is insecurity and Tset-sefly infestation in agro-

pastoral livelihood  
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1.2.2 Browse Condition  

 

 The quantity and quality of browse was fair in pastoral livelihood and good in agro-

pastoral livelihood zones . The browse condition was  normal when compared with the 

same period in the  previous season   

 The vegetation density has considerably decreased in the pastoral livelihood especially 

the northern rangeland of Hulugho, Sangailu and Ijara divisions.  The deterioration may 

be  attributed to the effect of the dry spell and livestock pressure especially in the pastoral 

livelihood   

 Major constraints in accessing  browse  is insecurity and tset-sefly infestation in agro-

pastoral livelihood  

 The vegetation condition index for October2014 was 48.07 which depicted within the 

normal range.  

 

The graph indicates the vegetation condition Index in Ijara and Hulugho Sub counties   

 

 
 

 

1.2.3 Distance to Grazing Areas 

 The average distance to grazing areas in the month of October reduced slightly to 8.32km 

compared to 9.44 km recorded in September 2014. The reduced distance to grazing field 

was attributed to pastoralists migrating closer to areas with better  pasture and  water  

 Livestock concentration within and outside the livelihoods   had   accelerated depletion 

of  the scarce resources  in Hulugho, Sangailu and Kotiley  divisions  

 

1.3   Water Sources and Availability 

 

1.3.1 Main sources of water  

 

 The main water sources for households and livestock in the month October were water 

pans/dams.  In addition to this few communities that live in Masalani and Kotiley divisions 

relay on River Tana for domestic and livestock water consumption. This was  normal sources 

for the people when compared to the same period of the year  

 The water levels were drastically reducing when compared with the preceding month because 

of high evaporation rate and excessive usage by livestock, people and wildlife. 
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 The worst affected areas were   Sangailu, Elkambere and Gerille locations that were relaying 

on water tankerring.  

 There was no outbreak of  water borne related diseases reported in the month  under review  

 There were reported cases of wildlife human conflict over water resource competition in 

Hulugho and Ijara divisions  

 

1.3.2 Average distance (KMs) to water sources 

 The average distance from households to water sources had reduced from 1.69 to 1km in this 

reporting month.  

 The reduced distance to water sources was attributed to pastoralists moving closer to the  

water sources   

 The areas mostly  affected were the pastoralist livelihood in Sangailu, Elkambere and Gerille 

locations  

 

1.4 Emerging issues 

 1.4.1 Conflicts/ insecurity/human displacement. 

 Insecurity in Bodhai, Hulugho and along the Kenya/Somalia border. 

 Influx of  livestock migration from neighbouring sub counties of Fafi   

 Increased wildlife poaching in the entire sub county  

 Increased rural urban migration because of loss of livelihoods.   

 Dispute over  River resources utilization between Ijara and Tana River communities  

  

 

1.4.2 Migration 

 Most the livestock especially cattle from Masalani,  Ijara and Kotiley divisions are 

concentrated in the southern dry grazing area  of Kotiley division while livestock from 

Hulugho and Sangailu divisions are within Hadi area in Boni forest . 

 On the same note there was in migration of livestock and households from Fafi sub county in 

Handaro location in search of pasture and water. Similarly livestock migration  from Tana 

Delta was reported in the southern dry grazing areas of Kotiley division  

 This was normal when compared with the same period in a normal year as the livestock 

migration were normally experienced  in September  

     

1.5 Implication on food security. 

Emerging issues such as insecurity and conflict/disputes over resource utilization have 

impact negatively on food security because of the following reasons; 

 

 Traders not willing to take food commodities/product to areas with insecurity likely to take. 

This will lead to high demand of food commodities that may result high prices of food items 

 Poor services by NGO’s and other stakeholders because of insecurity. For example relief 

food to marginalized communities in Bodhai, supplementary feeding program to 

malnourished children  

 Lack of buyers in the market  
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2.0. RURAL ECONOMY INDICATORS (FOOD AVAILABILITY) 

 

2.1 LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

  

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

 Livestock body condition for all species in the  pastoralists livelihood zone was rated fair 

while  in the  Agro-pastoral livelihood zone was recorded good to fair  

 This is a normal observation at this time of the year when compared with the same period 

in previous year. 

  

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 

 

 Major endemic diseases across all the livelihoods were trypanosomiasis ,Helminthiasis 

and CCPP  

 Cases of PPR and food and mouth diseases were reported in Sangailu and Ijara division  

  No outbreak of   disease reported in the month under review  

 

 

2.1.3 Milk Production. 

 Average milk production in month under review decreased from 1.26litres per household  

in September to 1.2 litres in this reporting month   

 The decreased  milk production was attributed to  inadequate browse and pasture that did 

not favour livestock body condition because of the effect of the  dry  spell  coupled with 

endemic livestock diseases  

 The observed trend had negative impact on food security and mostly affected the 

nutritional status of children under five years of age. 

 

3.0 ACCESS TO FOOD 

3.1. Livestock marketing 

 

 The average prices of goats and sheep had increased while a decrease was noted for cattle 

in the month under review. 

 The sub county has no  functional livestock marketing and the pastoralists take their 

animals  to Garissa and Garsen market for sale  at a distance of 100 to 200km  

 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

 

 The average prices of cattle had reduced from Ksh. 21,444 to Ksh 19,416 in October 

2014.  

 The highest cattle price was  recorded in Bodhai Agro-pastoral zone at Kshs.26,333 while 

Hara pastoralists livelihood zone recorded the lowest price at ksh 14,500 
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 The reduced cattle prices was attributed to declined livestock body condition because of  

inadequate pasture caused by the worsening dry spell and endemic livestock diseases 

especially trypanosomiasis  

 

 
 

 

N=240 

 

 

 However the price recorded in the month was much higher than the same period of the 

reference year (2004-2013) by Ksh. 9422 

 The trend had positive impact on food security since the cattle prices were above the long 

term average   

 

 

 

3.1.2 Goat prices 

 The average prices of goats increased from Ksh. 2965 to Ksh 3453 in this reporting 

month. The increased price was attributed to the high demand of goats slaughtered during  

Iddu –Adha occasion 

 The highest prices were recorded in Abalatiro Agro pastoral zone at Ksh.4,666.70 while 

Sangailu   pastoralist livelihood zones  recorded the lowest price level at Ksh. 2950 

 The average price was much higher than Ksh.1904 .00 recorded for the same period of 

the reference year (2004-2013). 

  This trend had a positive impact on the household food security because of increased 

prices that favoured the purchasing power of pastoralists. 
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N=240 

 

3.1.3 Sheep prices. 

 The average sheep prices increased in this month under review from Ksh.  2247 to ksh 

2706.6  .Abalatiro   Agro pastoral  livelihood zone recorded the highest price at Ksh. 4200  

while Khoranhidi  pastoral livelihood  recorded the lowest price  at Ksh. 1821.20 

 The price was higher than the kshs.1311  recorded for the same period of the reference year 

(2004-2013) 

 

 

 
 

N=240 

 

 

3.2 Livestock sales 
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 The sales rate for sheep and Goats had increased from 1.85% to 2.3% and 1.26% to 1.87% 

respectively while a decrease was recorded for cattle from 4.1% to 3.08% in the month under 

review .The  increment for goats and sheep was as a result of high demand for the 

slaughtering during the festival of idd-uduha .The other reason was that  pastoralist tend to 

sell  their  weak animals because of the  worsening dry spell  that may further impact 

negatively on the body condition  of the animals  

 

 

  3.3 Milk consumption 

 Milk consumption decreased from 1.04 litres to   0.95 litres per household in month under 

review. 

 The decreased milk consumption was as result of low  milk production occasioned by the 

worsening dry spell  

 This has affected the nutritional status of children under five years of age as evident from  

high  malnutrition rate  

 

  3.4 Food prices 

 Generally the average prices of basic food items is on the increase when compared with the 

long term mean average price in the same period .However, for the month under review the 

average price of Maize  and sifted maize meal recorded  slight decrease while rice 

increased  when compared with previous month  .The trend had negative impact on food 

security in Ijara and Hulugho counties.  

 

 

  3.4.1 Maize 

 The average price of 1 kg of maize slightly reduced from ksh 50 to ksh 47.5 in the month 

under review. Masalani peri-urban livelihood had the highest price at  ksh 50  per kg  

while Bodhai Agro-pastoral livelihood recorded  the lowest price at ksh 45 across the 

livelihoods in all the sentinel sites  

 The price was much higher than the long term mean average price of  Ksh. 25.41 

 

 



10 

 

 
 

 

   N=24 

 

   3.4.2 Rice 

 

 The average retail price of 1kg rice had increased ksh 82.51 to ksh 83.95 in the month 

under review. The highest price of Ksh 100.00 per kg was recorded in Bodhai Agro-

pastoral area while the lowest price was recorded at Ksh 73.30 in Hara pastoralist’s 

livelihood zones. 

 The current average price was much higher than the Ksh 58.95 recorded during the same 

period of the reference year (2004-2013). 

 

 

 

 

 

N=24 
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   3.4.3 Sifted maize meal 

 The average price of 1 kg sifted maize meal had slightly decreased from Ksh 70 to 69.16 

in this reporting month.  The highest price was recorded in Bodhai agro-pastoral zone at 

Ksh. 80.00 while the lowest price was recorded in Masalani peri-urban at ksh. 60.00 

 This was much higher compared to the Ksh 46.75 recorded during the same period of the 

reference year (2004-2013)   

 

 
 

 

N=24 

 

   3.5 Income sources 

 

Major income sources  in the month  for the households were casual labour, livestock sales and 

formal employment (and self-

employment). The percentage 

of households with casual 

labourers decreased from 

34% to 33% in October 2014 

while livestock sales 

remained 31%. Similarly the 

percentage of households 

with members who are 

formally employed or self-

employed had decreased from 

13% to 11% in the month 

under review. Casual labour 

remained the highest source 

of income in the month under 

review .The current income sources of the sampled households are as illustrated in the pie chart 

below: 
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  4.0 HUMAN WELFARE INDICATORS (UTILISATION OF FOOD) 

 

    4.1. Nutrition Status 

 The percentage of children under 5 years old considered to be at  risk of malnutrition 

based on the Mid Upper Arm Circumference (MUAC) measurement (<135 mm )slightly 

decreased from  13.23%  in September 2014  to 11.18 % in this reporting month. The 

decrease was as a result of interventions by stakeholders in terms providing 

supplementary feeding program   to malnourished children especially at Masalani Sub 

county district hospital.  

 In addition , the malnutrition rate was lower compared to 14.32% recorded in the same 

period during the long term mean(2004-2013) 

 

 
N=1,248 

 

 

   4.2 Human Health. 

 The top human diseases reported in most of the health facilities in the month under review 

were malaria  , upper respiratory tract infection, chicken pox  ,  diarrhea and  typhoid  

 There was no outbreak of communicable diseases.  

 

   4.3 FLAGGED AREAS (AFFECTED AREAS) 

 

 Pastoral livelihoods of Sangailu, Hulugho and Agro-pastoral livelihoods of Bodhai and 

Boni were the most affected. 

 

   5.0 CURRENT INTERVENTION MEASURES AND COPPING STRATEGIES. 

5.1. Non- food Interventions. 

 Construction of  classrooms and dormitories for schools by CDF  

  Construction of water pans , health facilities by County Government  

 Infrastructure development especially roads  by county government   
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5.2. Food Aid  

 Assorted food aid distribution by county government  

 General food distribution by lead agency –KRS  

 School feeding program 

 SFP & TFP  

 

   5.3. Coping strategies 

 Among the coping measures adopted during the month were: - 

o Sale of livestock 

o Milk sales 

o Casual labour  

o Remittances from relatives 

o Herding 

 

5.4.0. OTHER GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS BY DSG/CSG 

 

5.4.1 Livestock diseases  

 Disease surveillance should be sustained by veterinary department and other stake 

holders in order to 

 Tsetse control program should also be strengthened. 

 Vaccination and treatment of livestock.  

 Subsidized veterinary drugs to pastoralists  

 

5.4.2 Human health 

 Improve sanitation standard by constructing pit-latrines and intensifying community led 

total sanitation 

 Disease surveillance should be strengthened by the Ministry of Health in order to avert 

outbreak of communicable diseases 

 Provision of SFP and OTP meals to children under five years, lactating and antenatal 

mothers 

 Outreach health services  

5.4.3 OTHERS  

 Capacity building of water users association  

 Reduce  cases of  human wildlife conflicts over scarce resources 

 Training of  communities on CMDRR to enhance drought preparedness and drought 

contingency plans 

 Improve range management through expansion/extension of community wildlife 

conservancies. 

 Implement forest management plan for the Boni Forest in the sub-counties. 


