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Neven Mimica, Commissioner for International Cooperation and Development, will today
sign off a commitment, on behalf of the European Commission, to provide aid worth €84
million to the people of Burkina Faso.

A sum of €80 million will go towards improving access to healthcare for mothers and children and a
further €4 million will be earmarked for civil society in the health sector in Burkina Faso.

The aid, in the form of budget support, will be signed off by Commissioner Mimica and Burkina Faso's
Minister of the Economy, Finance and Development, Ms Sori Coulibaly, in the presence of Burkina
Faso's Minister of Foreign Affairs, Alpha Barry.

Commissioner Mimica made the following statement: ‘We know that sustainable development and
growth are impossible without a healthy population. The EU is therefore reaffirming its commitment to
the national authorities to support extending healthcare coverage to the entire population. Specifically,
we aim to safeguard access to care for children and pregnant women. Much remains to be done, but
the results achieved in the last few years in maternal and child health in Burkina Faso are encouraging.
This new European support should help to reinforce this positive trend for the country's vital human
resources.'

The budget support provided by the EU will help to fund the pilot phase of the universal health
insurance scheme. It will help the government, as part of its health sector reform, to fund investment
in under-performing health districts, buy therapeutic food for malnourished children and ensure that
children and pregnant women continue to be exempt from charges. Institutional support will also
ensure improvements in the quality of care and the efficient use of the resources available.

Research groups will produce empirical evidence to support decision-making, and civil society
organisations will provide information about how the quality of health services is perceived.

Background
In the last two years Burkina Faso has achieved a remarkable and peaceful process of democratic
transition. Nevertheless, the country has emerged from this process economically weaker, making it
more difficult to implement programmes aimed at improving people's lives. Against this background,
the EU first supported the country's stabilisation under a State-building contract for 2015-2016 (€120
million). The EU is now seeking to provide the government with the means to respond to its people's
social needs.

Burkina Faso will receive €623 million from the 11th European Development Fund covering the period
2014-2020. The three focal sectors are: good governance (€325 million), health (€80 million) and food
security, sustainable agriculture and water (€190 million). Support for civil society will receive €21
million and €7 million will go to accompanying measures.

Significant progress was made in the area of public health between 2000 and 2015. Infant and
maternal mortality rates remain high, but infant and child mortality fell by 50% between 2000 and
2015, malnutrition fell by 20% between 2013 and 2015, and the use of contraception doubled in the
same period. This is due to improved physical and financial access to basic health services. Burkina
Faso also recently adopted a law on health insurance. It faces two major challenges, i.e. reducing
disparities in performance between regions and improving the quality of care.

The budget support will help the government, during the pilot phase of the universal health insurance
scheme, to correct geographical disparities by investing in under-performing health districts.

For more information
Website of Commissioner Neven Mimica: http://ec.europa.eu/commission/2014-2019/mimica_en
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