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Today, the Steering Committee of the Facility for Refugees in Turkey met in Brussels for the
fourth time.

The European Commission reported on the solid progress made to date, including the signature of two
direct grants in the areas of education and health worth €600 million and on contracts worth €422
million for humanitarian aid.

During today's meeting, the participants welcomed progress achieved on the disbursement of support
to refugees, which has been fast-tracked during the past months. Of the overall €3 billion, 34 projects
have been contracted worth €1.252 million, out of which €467 million has been disbursed.

Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy & Enlargement Negotiations, Johannes Hahn, said:
"During the summer we have made considerable progress, in particular with two newly signed direct
grants. Almost half a million Syrian children will now have the opportunity to go to school, and some
two million refugees will have access to healthcare services. We look forward to signing additional
contracts to cover other needs in the areas of education, healthcare, municipal infrastructure and
socio-economic support in the near future."

Commissioner for Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Management, Christos Stylianides, said: "The EU is
stepping up its humanitarian aid with innovative programmes to support the most vulnerable refugees.
For example, our new Emergency Social Safety Net will make a significant difference in the lives of
children, women and men who have had to flee conflict and violence. Together with the World Food
Programme and our Turkish partners we have developed an innovative system that can deliver what
people need, where it is needed most, and in the most effective way possible."

€600 million for education and health
Together, the two grants (€300 million for education and €300 million for health) will provide almost
half a million Syrian children with access to education. The grants will also allow around two million
people access to primary healthcare services through the creation of over 500 healthcare facilities, and
rehabilitative mental health services for up to one million people. In addition, family planning,
prevention of communicable diseases, recruitment and training of healthcare staff and outreach
activities will be provided.

Humanitarian aid funding
During the meeting, the Commission also presented the EU's flagship Emergency Social Safety Net
(ESSN) humanitarian aid programme, which is set to provide a monthly electronic cash grant to benefit
1 million refugees in Turkey using direct cash-transfers to cover the everyday needs of the most
vulnerable refugees in Turkey. The Commission also presented the €74 million projects for
humanitarian assistance contracted this past summer.

Next steps
The European Commission informed representatives at the meeting of the Steering Committee that a
common results framework is under preparation, which it intends to present at the next meeting of the
Steering Committee. The issues of gender, age and diversity were also discussed to ensure that actions
funded by the Facility are relevant to the challenges faced by all refugees. An update was provided on
recent visibility activities.

The Commission will continue to prepare agreements under the Special Measure and aim to have a
further €100 million worth of socio-economic support projects signed with IFIs in the next months, with
the rest following early next year.

Background
The Facility for Refugees in Turkey is the answer to the European Council's call for significant additional
funding to support refugees in Turkey. The Facility provides a joint coordination mechanism for actions
financed by the EU budget and national contributions made by the Member States, designed to ensure
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that the needs of refugees and host communities are addressed in a comprehensive and coordinated
manner.

Funding under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey supports refugees in the country - it is funding for
refugees and not funding for Turkey. The support seeks to improve conditions for refugees in Turkey as
part of the EU's comprehensive approach to addressing the refugee crisis inside and outside the EU.

The Facility has a budget of €3 billion for 2016-2017. This is made up of €1 billion from the EU budget,
and €2 billion from the EU Member States. All Member States have sent in their contribution
certificates for the EUR 2 billion they pledged.

The Steering Committee gathers representatives from EU Member States and Turkey, under the
chairmanship of the European Commission. It ensures strategic supervision of programming and
implementation of the assistance.

For more information:
Details on projects funded under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/enlargement/news_corner/migration/index_en.htm

Details on the 2016 Humanitarian Implementation Plan for Turkey can be found at:

http://ec.europa.eu/echo/sites/echo-site/files/hip_turkey_2016.pdf

FACTSHEET: The Facility for Refugees in Turkey:

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-migration/background-
information/docs/20161004/factsheet_frit_factsheet_en.pdf

Implementing the EU-Turkey Agreement – Questions and Answers
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressrelease_MEMO-16-1664_en.htm

EU-Turkey Cooperation: A €3 billion Refugee Facility for Turkey:
http://europa.eu/rapid/pressrelease_IP-15-6162_en.htm

Facility for Refugees in Turkey: EU signs grants worth €600 million to help refugees on education and
health:

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3191_en.htm

EU announces more projects under the Facility for Refugees in Turkey: €348 million in humanitarian
aid to refugees in Turkey:

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-2971_en.htm

Facility for Refugees in Turkey – Steering Committee accelerates and scales up implementation:
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-1728_en.htm
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