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IOM Regional Response To The South Sudan Crisis  

OVERVIEW 
  

Over 1.3 million people remain displaced in South Sudan 

since civil conflict began in December 2013. Approximately 

449,000 others have fled South Sudan and crossed into 

neighbouring countries of Kenya (42,700 individuals), 

Uganda (124,900 individuals), Ethiopia (190,900 

individuals) and Sudan (93,400 individuals). Millions are at 

the risk of hunger and diseases.  

 

The general security situa-on during the repor-ng period 

has been tenuous and unpredictable with reports of 

explosions and a/acks taking place in Renk, Upper Nile 

State. Ca/le raiding and tension were also reported in 

Rumbek. Addi-onally, UNMISS con-nues to inves-gate 

the shoo-ng down of their helicopter on 26 August. This 

incident has led to inquiries into avia-on safety in Unity 

State and security is being enhanced at the Rubkona 

airfield.  

 

IOM Sudan has tracked and registered a total of 47,646 

people entering  the  country since the beginning of the 

conflict. During this period, IOM has tracked 263 South 

Sudanese arriving from White Nile and Jabal Awlia, 

amoun-ng to a daily average of 38 persons per day. No 

South Sudanese were registered in South or West 

Kordofan.  

 

As of 10 September, a total of 124,900 South Sudanese 

refugees had entered Uganda (UNOCHA: 11 September) 

since the crisis began on 15 December 2013. Uganda 

remains the second largest receiving country in the region 

for refugees from South Sudan. Measures are being put in 

place at the Arua District Health Office, to ensure 

preparedness on the management of Ebola among border 

authori-es. 

 

From the total of over 451,000 South Sudanese refugees 

who have fled into neighboring countries, 190,900 have 

crossed into Ethiopia. (OCHA: 11 September) Ethiopia has 

con-nued to take the lead in accep-ng the highest 

number of refugees from South Sudan. IOM has assisted 

171,641 refugees in Gambella and 2,221 in Benishangul-

Gumuz since the conflict broke out in mid-December, 

2013.  

 

Due to the recent figh-ng in South Sudan, there has been 

a heightened refugee ouClow into Kenya in the past two 

weeks as compared to previous weeks. An average of 397 

refugees were registered to have crossed the Nadapal 

border into Kenya during this repor-ng period. Heavy rains 

have caused previously dry riverbeds to over flow, but this 

has not stopped the movement of refugees crossing the 

border.  

 

 

1 

South Sudan:  IOM provides 30 litres safe water available 

per person per day  

HIGHLIGHTS 

Sudan: Over 47,646 refugees have been tracked and 

registered by IOM. 

Children at the Nyumanzi Refugee Se2lement now have access to clean drinking water. ©IOM 2014 (Photo: Anna Tapia) 

Kenya:  Heighted refugee movement recorded in Kenya this 

repor9ng period.  

Ethiopia: Number of migrants relocated by IOM in Ethiopia 

reaches 173, 862.  

Uganda: Uganda remains the second largest receiving 

country in the region for refugees from South Sudan.  



2 

IOM RESPONSE 

TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE 

 

ETHIOPIA: During this repor-ng period, IOM provided 663 

refugees with transporta-on assistance, who have entered 

Ethiopia via the Akobo, Pagak and Burbiey entry points in 

Gambella Region (641 refugees) and Abrahamu in 

Benishangul-Gumuz Region (202 refugees). 

 

IOM is also facilita-ng refugee movement from various 

entry points into Assosa in the Regional State of 

Benishangul-Gumuz. As of 9 September, 2,211 refugees 

have been relocated from different entry points in the 

region.   

 

As a result of the flooding in Ethiopia, two joint missions by 

UNHCR, ARRA, Rural Road Authority and IOM were made 

to assess the Gambella-Leitchour road condi-on in the 

month of September. The missions determined that 

currently only 54kms of the road from Gambella to 

Leitchuor is accessible, with the remaining part of the road 

completely submerged, including the surrounding 

grassland. The condi-on of the road has opened up the 

possibility to provide transporta-on by air or by boat.   
 

KENYA: Since the onset of the crisis, over 42,700 refugees 

have entered Kenya via the Nadapal border point (Source: 

UNOCHA). Between 8-14 September, IOM transported 379 

refugees from Nadapal border point, compared to 179 

refugees the previous week. IOM con-nues to provide 

transporta-on assistance to refugees despite the muddy 

roads which are slowing down the process, due to the on-

going heavy rains.  

 

CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT  

 

SOUTH SUDAN: During this repor-ng period, 1,636 tents 

were pitched in  the new PoC in Malakal, accommoda-ng 

approximately 13,088 IDPs. 

 

Relocation continues to be delayed due to final security 

measures (i.e. perimeter fencing and lighting) for the new 

PoC. IOM, along with the humanitarian partners at the site 

have developed a clear work plan for the relocation 

including plotting, community mobilization and movement 

of IDPs. In Bentiu, Humanitarian partners continue to focus 

on reducing flooding in the PoC.  

 

EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 

 

SOUTH SUDAN: Since the start of the crisis, IOM's frontline 

response team has distributed NFIs to over 47,700 

households, 703 of these households have also been 

provided with addi-onal shelter material. A total of 38 

distribu-on opera-ons have been carried out across the 

country. The team has also par-cipated in 201 assessments 

and rapid response monitoring exercises.  

 

HEALTH:  

SOUTH SUDAN:  The current health situa-on remains 

bleak. Cholera remains an issue of concern although 

incidence is decreasing while the  seasonal increase of 

Leishmaniasis  has been reported in Upper Nile State. 

 

During this Repor-ng period, IOM con-nued to provide 

primary health care and referral services to IDPs in the POC 

camps. Integrated polio, measles, and vitamin A campaigns 

con-nue in Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile States.  

 

Construc-on of the IOM maternity unit in Ben-u is 

underway and will be opera-onal in the coming week. The 

maternity unit will be accessible 24 hours a day and will 

encourage expectant mothers to deliver their children in 

an appropriate seIng.  Despite con-nuing flooding in the 

PoC, IOM Health services have con-nued uninterrupted.  

  

WATER SANITATION AND HYGEINE (WASH) 

 

SOUTH SUDAN: As the WASH state focal point, IOM 

continues to lead the coordination of WASH response 

along with the health cluster, with regards to the cholera 

response in the state. IOM is also the main WASH actor in 

Malakal and Melut PoCs and collaborates with partners to 

ensure that IDPs at PoCs have access to potable water and 

sanitation facilities to improve and maintain good hygiene 

practices.   

 

The recent flooding of Bentiu PoC has impacted many 

regular WASH activities as IOM is focusing on draining 

standing water and decommissioning and replacing 

collapsed latrines. IOM is conducting home visits and focus 

group discussions on good hygiene practices to prevent the 

spreading of water borne illnesses. A total of 2,995 metres 

of drainage have been excavated to date, of which 

approximately 985m was done by IOM.  

 

UGANDA: IOM continues to provide WASH support to 

6,431 refugee households across four refugee settlements 

in Adjumani district. Between 8-14 September, IOM 

supported 3,500 households with household level WASH 

sensitization and latrine construction. 

 

Social mobilization campaigns to promote hygiene and 

sanitation practices are ongoing in Ayilo, Boroli, and 

Baratuku settlements accompanied by the distribution of 

Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials. 
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Contact 

IOM Preparedness and Response Division | PRD@iom.int  

Regional Emergency and Post-Crisis Unit | DANILA Bogdan Silviu  |  bdanila@iom.int 

For more information on IOM’s Response in South Sudan, see http://southsudan.iom.int/crisis/  


