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IOM Regional Response to South Sudan Crisis  

OVERVIEW 
There are currently 1.5 million internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) within South Sudan of which 112,000 individuals are 
living inside UNMISS Protection of Civilians (PoCs) across the 
country, predominantly in Bentiu and UN House Juba PoCs.  
Since December 2013, 1.91 million have been displaced  
IOM continues with site planning and preparation efforts in 
Bentiu UNMISS PoC. The latest IOM figures in January for 
Bentiu PoC show that an additional 9,000 IDPs were 
registered in January. According to the data, Bentiu PoC now 
holds 52,908 IDPs. Following the registration, an additional 
8,000 - 10,000 individuals have entered the PoC. IOM and 
other humanitarian partners are working together to 
determine the needs of these new arrivals.  
 
Since 15 December 2013, 501,033 South Sudanese refugees 
have crossed into Ethiopia (195,217), Uganda (140,462), 
Sudan (120,401), and Kenya (44,953). (Source: UNHCR 
Sitrep, 30 January 2015). 
 

 
IOM RESPONSE 

 
CARGO MOVEMENT 
 
Using the Common Transport Service (CTS) - a free service 
provided by IOM for transporting humanitarian supplies in 
South Sudan, over 188 metric tonnes (MT) of cargo was 
moved in Juba, Malakal, Rumbek, Melut and Bentiu during 
this reporting period. CTS trucks remain strategically 
positioned across the country to provide transport  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

assistance to humanitarian partners. 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE 
ETHIOPIA: To date, IOM has provided transportation 
assistance to a total of 190,965 refugees in Gambella and 
Benishangul‐Gumuz regions. Between 26  and 30 January, 
there was no movement of refugees as refugees declined to 
be relocated. Some of the refugees have expressed fears of 
being relocated to camps hosting their ‘ethnic rivals’ while 
some want to be closer to the border point so they can 
easily return home once the conflict ceases. ARRA and 
UNHCR are carrying out information campaigns encouraging 
the refugees to relocate. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

Kenya: Number of refugees arriving at Nadapal border 
point remain low. 

IOM staff registers refugees at the Gambella entry point.© IOM 2015 (Photo: IOM Ethiopia) 

Ethiopia: During this reporting period,  IOM relocated over 
300 South Sudanese refugees to Punyido camp. 

South Sudan: As part of the Extended Programme on 
Immunizations (EPI), 191 children were vaccinated in 
Malakal, during this reporting period.  
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On 26 January, a team from IOM, Administration for 
Refugee and Returnee Affairs (ARRA) and  UNHCR  went to 
Akobo for the relocation exercise of over 300 South Sudan 
refugees to Punyido camp. Only refugees who agree to be 
relocated to Punyido camp will be registered and 
transported by IOM. 
 
UNHCR and ARRA have agreed to relocate all refugees in 
Pamdong Reception Centre and close down the centre. The 
move is meant to encourage the refugees to move to camps 
where humanitarian organizations will provide assistance.  
Provision of meals, Non Food Items and medical assistance 
has now been halted at the border points and Reception 
Centres. The refugees will now be relocated to the 
respective camps after registration at the border points. 
 
KENYA: During the month of January, IOM transported 191 
refugees from Nadapal border to Kakuma Refugee Camp. 
During this reporting period, IOM did not provide any 
transportation assistance to the refugees due to the low 
numbers of arriving refugees at the transit centre. Since the 
onset of the crisis, IOM has provided transportation 
assistance to a total of 23,368 refugees from the Nadapal 
border point to Kakuma Refugee Camp.  
 
CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM) 
SOUTH SUDAN: Due to a shortage of land in Bentiu PoC,  
the most vulnerable refugees are being given priority during 
land allocation in alignment with the Shelter Cluster 
strategy. Due the large numbers of arriving IDP’s, there has 
been a delay in the biometric registration exercise for new 
arrivals. During this reporting period, IOM has deployed an 
engineer to assess the ongoing expansion  exercise of the 
PoC  
 
WATER SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 
SOUTH SUDAN:  IOM is the main WASH actor in the UNMISS 
PoCs of Malakal and Melut, collaborating with partners to 
ensure that IDPs have access to safe water, sufficient 

sanitation facilities, and are informed of good hygiene 
practices. 
 
All sectors in the new Malakal PoC are receiving clean 
treated water. Consumption was on average 12.7 Litres/
person/day, which is deemed satisfactory. The 
Humanitarian Hub received 168,750 litres, and 8,000 litres 
were supplied in Malakal Teaching Hospital. Water 
consumption was notably low in comparison to the previous 
reporting period. The intake of water was low due to the 
cold weather in Malakal. Weekly bacteriological analyses for 
14 water points were successfully conducted and results 
showed that the water is safe to drink. IOM is also providing 
WASH support for the Benketa IDP community that have 
formed a spontaneous settlement following intense armed 
clashes between and SPLA-IO Jamam on 8 and 9 January 
2015.    
 
HEALTH 
SOUTH SUDAN: Between 26 January and 1 February, the 
leading medical conditions in Malakal, Bentiu, and Renk 
included respiratory tract infections, malaria and 
gastrointestinal infections. As part of the Extended 
Programme on Immunizations (EPI), 191 children were 
vaccinated in Malakal.  
 
Reproductive health care services were provided to 84 
women at IOM Malakal’s  ante-natal care clinic, 9 babies 
were delivered and 22  women received family planning 
advice. Furthermore, one woman was placed on  Anti Retro 
Viral Therapy for HIV infection. 
 
In Bentiu, 297  children were vaccinated in the on-going EPI 
campaign. 121 mothers benefited from the breastfeeding 
sessions that are part of the reproductive health awareness 
programme. Additionally, 12 babies were delivered in 
Bentiu during this reporting period. In Renk, 14  children and 
one pregnant woman were vaccinated. 
 

IOM staff registers refugees at the Gambella entry point.© IOM 2015 (Photo: Seifeselassie Alemayehu ) 
Seifeselassie Alemayehu ) 

IOM staff mark latrines in Malakal registers refugees at the Gambella entry point.© IOM 2015 (Photo: IOM South 
Sudan). 
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Contact 

IOM Preparedness and Response Division | PRD@iom.int  

Regional Emergency and Post-Crisis Unit | DANILA Bogdan Silviu  |  bdanila@iom.int 
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