
 

 

                           HUMANITARIAN UPDATE 20 February 2013 

IOM South Sudan  

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 

Needs in the four refugee camps located in Maban County, 

Upper Nile State have been further impacted by the growing 

spread of hepatitis E, with over 6,300 suspected cases as of 

16 February. As the primary provider of water, hygiene and 

sanitation assistance in Doro camp, which currently hosts 

close to 45,000 refugees, IOM continues to scale up its re-

sponse in order to address areas that present gaps in access 

to sanitation facilities and in so doing contain the spread of 

hepatitis E to Doro. The number of hepatitis E cases reported 

in Doro is below that reported at other camps in the area so 

far; however, continued expansion of sanitation and hygiene 

support is essential to ensure that the disease is kept at bay.  

 

Though the volume of returns to South Sudan has decreased 

over the past year to just under 160,000 individuals, an esti-

mated 230,000 South Sudanese nationals remain in Sudan. 

Among those returnees, 40,000 are living in the open spaces 

(also called departure centers) in Khartoum looking for an 

opportunity to come back to South Sudan, and roughly 3,000 

remain stranded in Kosti, White Nile State.  

  

The town of Renk, near the Sudan border, has emerged as a 

bottleneck for returns. Over 19,000 returnees remain strand-

ed in Renk, faced with deteriorating conditions and opportu-

nities, as well as a decrease in the number of humanitarian 

actors operating in the area since mid-2012. IOM provides a 

range of assistance in response to the needs of returnees 

stranded in Renk, including primary health care services, 

WASH, monitoring of new arrivals and departures, distribu-

tion of non-food items (NFIs), emergency shelter and provi-

sion of onward transport assistance to those who wish to 

proceed further into South Sudan. 

    

Abyei continues to see small-scale movements by the more 

than 100,000 individuals displaced due to conflict in 2011. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

  WASH activities intensified in 
Upper Nile State to avert spread 
of hepatitis E 

2 

  731 individuals provided with 
Onward Transport Assistance 
since beginning of 2013 

3 

  NFI response for IDPs in Jonglei 
and Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
States, in coordination with Shel-
ter and NFI Cluster 
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IOM staff coordinate a returnee barge movement at Renk Port  
Photo by Camille Lepage 
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Population movements north of the river Kiir remain fluid 

due to continued uncertainty regarding the status of the 

area and lack of access to basic services. IOM is tracking 

movements into the Abyei area to both quantify and qualify 

the nature of those movements. As of the end of January 

2013, 21,667 individuals were estimated to have moved 

back to the Abyei area, with indications of continued back 

and forth movements .  

  

Jonglei State has been marked by increasingly frequent acts 

of violence and displacement over the past 

several weeks. IOM, through the Shelter and 

NFI Cluster, has been working to deliver hu-

manitarian assistance to conflict-affected 

households across the state. Humanitarian 

access to Pibor improved in February with 

the reopening of the Bor-Pibor road, follow-

ing its closure due to the seasonal rains and 

deteriorated security conditions stemming 

from fighting between the Murle and Lou 

Nuer tribes around Pibor. New clashes oc-

curred in Akobo County on February 8, leav-

ing at least 118 people dead and many 

wounded, according to early reports from 

the area. A coordinated response to the inci-

dent has been initiated, and IOM is working 

with humanitarian partners to deliver ur-

gently-needed services in neighboring coun-

ties where people have sought refuge .  

 

REFUGEE RESPONSE  

  

Hepatitis E Outbreak in Maban 

In response to the rapid spread of hepatitis E across Maban 

County, IOM has scaled up its sanitation and hygiene pro-

motion efforts at Doro camp, with the implementation of 

an action plan to multiply the construction of emergency 

latrines in areas of the camp particularly vulnerable to hep-

atitis E due to high population density, mixing of different 

camp populations or lower ratios of access to latrines; IOM 

is also widening its hygiene promotion activities to capture 

a larger proportion of the camp population (which currently 

stands at 45,000). As of 16 February, South Sudan’s Ministry 

of Health and WHO reported 6,340 suspected hepatitis E 

cases across Maban’s four refugee camps, with 121 related 

deaths. While Doro camp accounts for a low proportion of 

suspected cases for now, with 67 instances reported in the 

camp itself, the pattern followed by the disease so far sug-

gests that it is spreading far and wide. Refugee populations 

have tended to move from camp to camp within the Maban 

area, indicating that short of continued efforts to intensify 

sanitation and hygiene efforts, the situation could quickly 

worsen at Doro too.  

 

In the camp’s sections of Jumjum and Ingasana (at the edge 

of the camp), where a majority of the Doro-based suspect-

ed cases have been identified, 410 additional latrines were 

built over the past two weeks, with a further 36 currently 

under construction, raising standards there to 11 individuals 

to 1 latrine. Similar efforts are now under way in other sec-

tors of the camp.  

 

These efforts have required the allocation of additional re-

sources to IOM’s WASH response in Maban, in the context 

of dwindling financial support. IOM is therefore seeking 

urgent funding support from the international community 

in order to maintain its response at current levels. As part of 

its humanitarian funding requirements for 2013, IOM ap-

IOM’s Hygiene Promotion Coordinator  and a Community 
Mobiliser demonstrate proper hygiene practices in Maban 

WASH Interventions in Doro Camp 

 28 functional boreholes as 15 February 
(equivalent to 24.9 liters : 1 person) 

 3,021 functional latrines as of 11 February  
(1 latrine : 15 persons) 

 948 community care takers appointed to maintain 
communal latrines  

 2,131 Hand Washing Stations with soap functioning 
across the camp  

 52 Hygiene Promotion Staff working in the camp 
along with 100 volunteers  

Population: 44,929 (as of 17 February) 
Sectors covered: 28 villages 



 

3 
 
IOM South Sudan ▼ Humanitarian Update — 20 February 2013 

pealed for USD 13 million to uphold its support to UNHCR in 

the provision of WASH and transport assistance to refugees 

in both Maban and Unity states.   

 

DISPLACEMENT TRACKING & MONITORING 

  

Since the beginning of 2013, an estimated 4,133 returnees 

have been registered at their final destination. The majority 

of returns since the beginning of the year have been to 

Lakes State (1,051) and Central Equatoria State (907), main-

ly through IOM’s Onward Transport Assistance. From Febru-

ary 2007 to date, IOM has registered 1,864,780 individual 

returns to South Sudan. 

 

In parallel, IOM continues to monitor the movements of the 

nearly 100,000 people displaced in and around Abyei as a 

result of ongoing disputes over its status, utilizing en-route 

tracking hubs near major points of entry as well as 14 enu-

merators covering more than 70 villages inside the area. 

Through the Emergency Returns Sector, IOM issues a 

monthly report detailing movement into, out of and within 

Abyei to guide the response of humanitarian partners. As of 

the end of January, 21,667 displaced individuals were esti-

mated to have moved back to the Abyei area, with indica-

tions of continued back and forth movements.  

 

 In January, IOM led an inter-agency assessment in 

Northern Bahr el Ghazal following large-scale dis-

placement due to cross-border conflict in the villages 

of Maker Anei and Jar Akol. 1,535 IDPs were regis-

tered in the assessment.  

 Following clashes within Pibor county, Jonglei State 

in December 2012, IOM carried out four registration 

and verification exercises, covering a total of 12,172 

IDPs (3,365 households).  

 

ONWARD TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE 

  

Since the beginning of 2013, 731 individuals have been pro-

vided with transportation assistance to reach their final 

destination, mainly from Upper Nile State. The movements 

were handled by road, river and air. IOM continues to or-

ganize movements for those vulnerable caseloads that re-

main in transit, particularly at return bottlenecks like Renk.  

  

Building on a verification exercise conducted in November 

2012, IOM’s most recent estimation of the number of re-

turnees still stranded at the four return sites in Renk is 

19,498. Devising a concrete and sustainable strategy to ad-

dress the needs of these vulnerable individuals remains one 

of IOM’s key priorities, both in terms of on-site humanitari-

an assistance and the provision of emergency onward 

transport assistance. IOM expects to assist approximately 

5,000 returnees with OTA from Renk to reach their intend-

ed final destinations in the first few months of 2013. Access 

to food, clean water and sanitation however remains a ma-

jor concern, with insufficient presence of humanitarian ac-

tors in Renk and continuing difficulties in identifying inte-

gration solutions for those who wish to settle there.  

 

 

 
OTA: State of Departure 
November 2010 — February 2013 

November 2010 — February 2013 
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In-Transit Assistance to Returnees Stranded in Renk 

IOM’s multifaceted support in Renk includes three clinics 

providing primary health care services, WASH, monitoring 

of new arrivals and departures, the provision of basic NFIs 

and emergency shelter to vulnerable stranded returnees, as 

well as onward transport assistance. In so doing, IOM works 

to meet the needs of those arriving in Renk, including fund-

ing support to the national NGO Redra, which is currently 

constructing 100 additional latrines as well as training hy-

giene promoters in Abayok Camp. 

 

Since January, 44 latrines  have been constructed in Renk, 

228 households have received NFI kits 

through the Shelter and NFI Cluster, and 

6,756 medical consultations have been car-

ried out in Renk at IOM clinics. 

 

COMMON TRANSPORT SERVICE 

  

IOM operates the Common Transport Ser-

vice (CTS), a free service for humanitarian 

partners in South Sudan, delivering relief 

items by road, river and air. CTS resources 

currently primarily go towards preposition-

ing humanitarian supplies at various field 

locations, in support of cluster pipelines, 

and in anticipation of constraints during the 

rainy season. 

 

Operating in partnership with the Logistics 

Cluster, the CTS substantially augments the transport ca-

pacity of humanitarian actors throughout South Sudan. So 

far in 2013, IOM has transported 465 metric tonnes of cargo 

for humanitarian partners through the CTS. IOM at present 

dedicates 13 of its fleet of trucks to the operation of the CTS 

service, and is currently looking into the possibility of in-

creasing this allotment to 18 with the procurement of addi-

tional trucks.  

 

CTS Highlights: 

 In late January, two CTS trucks were permanently 

allocated to Yida refugee camp to support the WASH 

sector, focusing in particular on water trucking activi-

ties. 

 On 19 February, a convoy of four trucks departed 

from Juba to Bor to deliver NFI supplies to Pibor, 

taking advantage of the re-opening of the Bor-Pibor 

road. The NFIs included plastic sheets, mosquito 

nets, sleeping nets, blankets, cooking sets, collapsi-

ble jerry cans and soap.  

 So far in 2013, the CTS operation has supported 17 

agencies by transporting 466 metric tonnes of hu-

manitarian supplies by land and river. 

 

SHELTER AND NFI 

  

NFI Distribution for 460 Displaced Households in Aweil 

East County, Northern Bahr el Ghazal State 

The border areas of Northern Bahr el Ghazal State have 

experienced high levels of cross-border violence and dis-

placement due to ongoing conflict between South Sudanese 

communities and nomadic groups from Sudan.  

 

Following clashes along the border (Kiir Adem) in late De-

cember 2012, residents from the riverside communities of 

Makuei, Kang Adet and Rwal Amum fled south to the re-

mote villages of Maker Anei and Jar Akol. Shelter and NFI 

Cluster partners led by IOM delivered essential NFI relief 

supplies to IDP households to Maker Anei and Jar Akol in 

January. Each household received a plastic sheet, a mosqui-

to net, two collapsible jerry cans, a cooking set, two plastic 

mats, two blankets and ten bars of soap. A total of 460 

households (1,535 individuals) received NFI kits.   

 

NFI Support to Pibor County, Jongelei State 

The packing of NFI kits is underway in Juba to facilitate the 

humanitarian response in Gumuruk Payam, Pibor County, 

Jonglei State, which has experienced increased tribal vio-

lence in recent weeks. The kits will transported by road 

from Bor and distributed by Shelter and NFI Cluster part-

ners to 1,890 households. The convoy will leave Bor on 22 

February.  

Loading NFI kits at the IOM warehouse  
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g 731 returnee individuals 

 received onward transport 

 assistance   

f 11,676 consultations at 6 
 semi-static clinics in Upper Nile  

 and Western Bahr el Ghazal 

A 1,870 households received 

 shelter/NFI assistance 

W 44 latrines provided in Renk  

 

 

 

IOM in South Sudan 

 

p Emergency Return Sector Co-lead  

j Shelter and Non-Food Items Cluster Lead   

G Reintegration Theme Group Co-chair 

Active in    

g Logistics  k WASH   i Protection    f Health   

 

  8 offices in 6 states 

 >  270 national staff 

    53 international staff 

 Y      65 heavy trucks 

 Y  66 light vehicles 

 1  Warehouses at 8 locations 

 

19,992  
stranded returnees  

 

4,133  
returns in 2013 

 

 
In 2013, IOM assistance has 
reached: 

 

66,000 individuals 

- 12,000 returnees 

- 9,000 IDPs 

- 45,000 refugees 

 
 

2 4,133 returnees tracked 

F  8,469 IDPs registered 

G 21,667 Abyei returns  

 registered 

4 6 displacement registrations 

Emergency assistance to displaced persons 

Displacement Tracking and Monitoring 

+ 17 humanitarian org. served 

 

Y 466 MT cargo delivered 

 

Common Transport Service (CTS) 

Refugee response (Doro Camp, Maban) 

k 24.9 litres per person per day 

 (on average) 

W 15 persons per latrine  

 (on average) 

R Hygiene promotion reaching 

 45,000 individuals  

2013 Facts and Figures  
as of 20 February 2013   


