
 

 

                           HUMANITARIAN UPDATE         15 April 2013 

IOM South Sudan  

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
 
Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir met with South Sudanese 
President Salva Kiir in Juba on 12 April, marking President 
Bashir’s first visit to South Sudan since the country’s inde-
pendence in July 2011. Normalization of diplomacy and trade 
between the two nations was discussed, as was the opening 
of the borders. The meeting follows an agreement in March 
to resume oil production in South Sudan for export to Sudan.   
 
A total of 1,303 individuals (497 households) were transport-
ed by the Africa Inland Church from Khartoum to Malakal, 
Upper Nile State at the end of March. The first convoy from 
Sudan, consisting of 20 buses and 9 trucks, reached Malakal 
on 21 March, while a second convoy arrived on 23 March.  
 
In the first quarter of 2013, humanitarian efforts were signifi-
cantly affected by state-level taxation issues in Upper Nile 
State, resulting in the suspension of barge operations for 
three months. Sustained advocacy towards local and national 
government counterparts to resolve this issue finally paid off, 
leading to a likely resumption of all movements in the weeks 
to come.  
 
Access restrictions remain in place elsewhere, however, un-
dermining the prompt and efficient delivery of humanitarian 
assistance. IOM continues to seek to respond to humanitarian 

needs in Jonglei State in light of ongoing inter-communal ten-
sions and military activity. Humanitarian access is limited by 
security constraints, including an armed attack on an IOM 
convoy on the Pibor-Bor road on 30 March. The situation con-
tinued to worsen in recent days, culminating in an attack on 9 
April on a convoy led by UNMISS which resulted in several 
casualties.   
 
Despite these constraints, IOM is working through partners to 
maintain humanitarian assistance in the area, focusing on the 
delivery of non-food items (NFIs) and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) support.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 

  Rapid Response Fund projects 
meet urgent humanitarian needs 
in Jonglei State 
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  Humanitarian access limited by 
security constraints and taxation 
issues 
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  Hygiene and sanitation promo-
tion efforts focused on villages 
affected by the hepatitis E out-
break in Upper Nile State 
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A girl waits to leave a returnee camp in Renk, Upper Nile State, 
on an IOM-organized convoy — Photo by IOM 

IOM South Sudan ▼ Humanitarian Update — 15 April 2013 



 

2 
 
IOM South Sudan ▼ Humanitarian Update — 15 April 2013 

SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
 
IOM is the cluster lead and pipeline manager of the Shelter 
and NFI Cluster, as well as the lead of the mobile emergen-
cy response team for shelter.  

 

As of 31 March, a total of 48,000 NFI kits (benefitting 
288,000 individuals) have been prepositioned in 30 lo-
cations across the 10 states and the Abyei area. NFI kits 
include plastic sheets, mosquito nets, blankets, 
cooking sets, collapsible jerry cans, cotton fabric, 
buckets and soap. Emergency shelter kits also in-
clude bamboo and rubber rope. 

 

A distribution of shelter materials was conducted 
from 20-26 March in Abyei for 70 returnee house-
holds (420 individuals) referred by the protection 
cluster as vulnerable and in need of assistance. A 
total of 146 households have been provided with 
shelter assistance in Abyei by IOM since 25 Febru-
ary.   

 

The cluster as a whole supported 7,495 households 
(44,970 individuals) across the country in March, 
with coordination and pipeline support provided to 
cluster partners by IOM.    

 

Jonglei Shelter and NFI Response 

 

Since February, IOM has distributed 1,694 NFI kits, bene-
fiting 10,164 individuals, and coordinated distributions with 
partners to deliver an additional 3,897 kits (23,382 individu-
als) in Jonglei State.  

 

Prepositioning is nearing completion for a total of 
12,935 NFI kits (77,610 individuals) within Jonglei. 
Please see the attached map for prepositioning data in 
Jonglei and elsewhere in the country.  

 

Persistent insecurity throughout Jonglei presents significant 
challenges to reaching affected civilian populations with 
assistance, and understanding with accuracy where affected 
populations are located and what their humanitarian needs 
may be. Furthermore, the coming rainy season will pose 
even greater constraints, as roads and landing strips be-
come inaccessible. 

 

ONWARD TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE 
  

Since the beginning of 2013, 1,555 returnees have been 
provided with transportation assistance to reach their 
final destinations in South Sudan. 
 

 19,803 returnees are currently registered across the four 
transit sites in Renk, Upper Nile State. IOM expects to 

Rapid Response Fund Support for Jonglei Flood- and Conflict-Affected  
 
IOM works with local partners through the United States Government-funded Rapid Response Fund (RRF) in order to address 
urgent needs in South Sudan’s most vulnerable communities. Two international and five national NGOs are currently being 
supported through the RRF. 
 

 Fangak County, Jonglei State (sectors: health and nutrition, beneficiaries: 4,200 IDPs and 10,000 host community mem-
bers) – Response to food insecurity/displacement from 2012 flooding and conflict. 

 Uror & Nyirol Counties, Jonglei State (sectors: WASH and nutrition, beneficiaries: 23,000 vulnerable women and children) 
– Conflict- and natural disaster-affected individuals provided with clean water supply and key hygiene messages, as well as 
emergency feeding. 

 Akobo County, Jonglei State (sector: WASH, beneficiaries: 9,000) – Vulnerable individuals affected by the conflict in Akobo 
West on 8 February provided with lifesaving WASH services. 

 Pibor County, Jonglei State (sector: WASH, beneficiaries: 3,533 IDPs and schoolchildren) – Provide sustainable WASH facili-
ties and promote positive sanitation and hygiene practices. 

 Ulang County, Upper Nile State (sector: WASH, health and nutrition, beneficiaries: 24,042 IDPs) – Support for IDPs who fled 
Akobo West to camps in Barmach and Nyangora payams.   

An IOM Rapid Response Fund project provides water to a 
community in Nyirol County, Jonglei State 
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State NFI Kits Shelter Kits

Central Equatoria 20000 4250

Eastern Equatoria 693

Jonglei 12935

Northern Bahr El Ghazal 2168

Unity 2877 155

Upper Nile 10708 1403

Warrap 2009

Western Equatoria 1373

Western Bahr El Ghazal 10184 2000

Lakes 1000 500

Abyei 895 0

Grand Total 64842 8308
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assist approximately 5,000 returnees with OTA from 
Renk in the first half of 2013.  

 

 The inability to operate barge movements due to 
attempts by local authorities to impose fees and taxes 
on humanitarian stakeholders in Upper Nile State has 
been a major concern throughout the first quarter of 

2013. As a result of those actions, roughly 400 return-
ees have been stranded at the Juba Way Station 
since January, awaiting their luggage being withheld in 
Renk. Efforts made by South Sudan’s central govern-
ment have now resolved most outstanding issues.  

 
In this regard, a delegation of the Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Commission and Central Equatoria authorities visit-
ed Renk and Malakal in February to discuss the problem. 
The issue also reached the Office of the President, which 
issued a request in late March to the Governor of Upper 
Nile State for the barges to be released immediately. 

 

 OTA assistance for the recent Africa Inland Church re-
turnees is being finalized in coordination with the RRC 

and other partners. IOM is planning to organize an 
airlift for vulnerable individuals from Malakal to the 
Bahr el Ghazal region, while returnees heading to Unity 
and other counties within Upper Nile state will be assist-
ed via road and river movements.  

 The estimated 700 metric tonnes of luggage brought by 
the returnees poses a logistical challenge, as it cannot be 
accommodated in the arranged movement. Some 
households may opt to stay behind with their luggage, 
looking for other arrangements to move their luggage to 
their final destination.  

 

 On 4 April, IOM organized a road convoy from Renk to 
Malakal carrying 319 individuals (81 households), with 
Malakal as their final destination. 

 
Health and WASH Interventions in Renk 
 

 198 latrines currently functioning in four transit sites. 

 100 hand-washing facilities currently functioning. 

 230 bathing units constructed in March–April. 

 40 hygiene promoters working in the four transit sites. 
 
IOM provides primary healthcare services to the Renk re-
turnee population at three clinic sites. Since the beginning 
of 2013, 22,121 medical consultations and 331 vaccinations 
have been carried out in Renk. 
 

COMMON TRANSPORT SERVICE 

  

The IOM-operated Common Transport Service (CTS) is a 
free service to augment the transport capacity of humani-
tarian actors throughout South Sudan.  

 

From January to April 2013, over 2,700 metric tonnes of 
cargo for 34 humanitarian partners have been moved 
through the CTS. IOM currently dedicates 13 of its fleet of 
trucks to CTS operations. 

  

 On 30 March a vehicle convoy consisting of 
three IOM trucks and a fuel tanker was am-
bushed in the vicinity of Gumuruk, Jonglei 
State.  The convoy was returning (empty) from 
Pibor to Bor. The vehicles sustained heavy dam-
age in the attack. 
 
Yida Relocation 
 

IOM has contributed 10 trucks to support 
efforts to relocate refugees from Yida camp 
in Unity State. The refugees originally came to 
Yida fleeing violence in South Kordofan. The 
trucks have the capacity to transport 500 per-
sons per trip, depending on the volume of their 
luggage. IOM supports UNHCR in its advocacy 
to relocate the camp further from the border. 
 
In addition, one of the prepositioned trucks has 
been used to support water trucking operations 

for the WASH cluster at Yida camp for the last two months.  
 

MABAN: DORO CAMP REFUGEE RESPONSE  
 
Hepatitis E Response 
 
The outbreak of hepatitis E continues to impact refugee 
camps in Maban County, Upper Nile State. As of 31 March, 
South Sudan’s Ministry of Health and WHO reported 9,256 

Returnees and host community members visit the IOM 
clinic at Payuer camp in Renk, Upper Nile State 
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suspected hepatitis E cases across Maban’s four refugee 
camps, with 163 related deaths.  
 

Doro camp has reported 207 cases of hepatitis E and 
nine deaths as of 7 April, indicating that the disease is not 
yet under control. IOM continues to work with partners 
toward preventing further spread of the disease, particular-
ly in light of the coming rainy season. 

 
Hygiene and sanitation promotion messaging is currently 
focused on Ingassana and Jumjum villages. 124 households 
were reached during house-to-house visits in the first week 
of April while 6,029 individuals (2,352 women, 1,171 men 
and 2,506 children) participated in open sessions.  
 
The hygiene promotion team also initiated a “Latrine Clean-
Up Day” on 5 April as a pilot project in Ingassana village, 
where a high concentration of hepatitis E cases has been 
reported.  

TRACKING & MONITORING 
  

Since the beginning of 2013, an estimated 9,525 return-
ees have been registered at their final destination, a 
sharp decrease from the corresponding period in 2012.  
 
Despite significant progress made in recent weeks by the 
governments of Sudan and South Sudan to resolve out-
standing bilateral disputes, including the resumption of oil 
production and re-opening of their land border, the latter 
has yet to fully take place, which continues to hinder the 
ability for nationals of both states to travel across the bor-
der in adequate conditions of safety and security.  
 
This issue is of particular importance to those South Suda-
nese who remain in Sudan, where living and work condi-
tions continue to deteriorate, with upwards of 40,000 still 
stranded in open areas across Khartoum, and ongoing pock-
ets of displacement elsewhere in the country.  
 
RRC Capacity Building 

 
Supported by the Government of Italy and imple-
mented in partnership with UNICEF, this programme 
aims to enhance the RRC’s ability to manage and lead 
coordinated humanitarian assessments and respons-
es on behalf of the South Sudanese government, 
through skills development and equipment upgrades 
throughout the country.  
 
To this end, a second round of computer skills train-
ing for RRC field and Juba-based staff was closed on 
23 March. Plans are in place to organize additional 
trainings on Business and Administration in June.  

A second group of RRC participants learns computer skills 
at the University of Juba 

Est. Population: 46,024 (as of 8 April)  
Camp sectors covered: 28 villages 

  32 functional water points as of 6 April 

(15 hand pumps, 17 motorized boreholes)   

 31.3 liters drinking water per person as of 6 April 

  3,395 functional latrines as of 6 April  

(1 latrine per 14 persons) 

  758 community caretakers trained to maintain com-

munal latrines  

  2,516 functioning hand washing stations with soap  

  56 Hygiene Promotion Staff and 100 volunteers  

WASH Interventions in Doro Camp 
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*AJS: Acute Jaundice Syndrome 


