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Highlights:

Desert, death, and detention:  Armstrong shares his story of trying to reach Italy. Photo: IOM/Julia Burpee 2017

1,769 stranded 
Nigerian migrants 
home safely from 
Libya in 2017 
 Armstrong (pictured above) is among them. He 
chose to return from Libya on an IOM Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration (AVRR) chartered flight, along 
with some 250 other stranded Nigerian migrants, in May. An 
industrious young music producer, the mass communications 
graduate travelled to Libya hoping to cross the Mediterranean 
Sea and build on his skills in Italy, then return to Nigeria 
to start his own business. Instead, he faced detention and 
abuse, describing it as a “deadly journey.” He now hopes to 
discourage other young Nigerians from making the journey. 
Watch and share Armstrong’s story.

IOM - UN Migration 
Agency supports 
refugees returning to 
Nigeria after fleeing Boko Haram  
 From 24-31 May, the UN Migration Agency (IOM) 
registered more than 3,600 Nigerian refugees in the small 
Nigerian border town of  Pulka after they returned from 
Cameroon. IOM is supporting the returnees – most of  
whom originate from Pulka – by providing shelter, non-food 
items and psychological first aid, and monitoring population 
movements.
 Since early April, the Nigeria Immigration Service has 
registered the return of  more than 12,000 Nigerian refugees 
from Cameroon. The Borno state government is directing 
many from congested entry points – notably, Banki, another 
border town – to Pulka, deemed to be their place of  origin.
 However, water supply is extremely limited in Pulka, 
as is shelter. The town also faces continuous security threats 
from Boko Haram. The humanitarian community expects the 
mass return could cause further displacement as returnees 
reclaim their houses, pushing out displaced families who 
took shelter in them and creating further housing challenges.
 As an immediate response to the new arrivals in 
Pulka, IOM built awnings to shelter the families from extreme 
sun and heavy rain. Five hundred shelters will be built to 
relocate families living in a medical clinic to ease pressure on 
the town. 
 IOM is building another 500 shelters to house more 
than 3,000 people in Gwoza, a town 20km south of  Pulka, 
where water is more accessible, making it better suited to 
host such an influx. IOM has drilled one well in Gwoza and 
has planned two others. 
 IOM has delivered household items for 1,000 families 
in Pulka to address the needs of  the local community and 
the returnee population. The household kits include kitchen 
utensils, bedding, water purification tablets, soap, and other 
hygiene products. Read more.

Rapid Response: 
This is one of 
the awnings 
IOM built as 
an immediate 
response to 
the influx 
of refugees 
retuning to 
Pulka, Borno, 
in May. 
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IOM’s Emergency Response 
directly supported more than 
220,000 IDPs since January

Increased access: Maiduguri and 
Gwoza ‘humanitarian hubs’ open

EUTF project launching in July 
- set to provide comprehensive 
reintegration to returnees

http://bit.ly/2sQ41N1
https://www.iom.int/news/un-migration-agency-supports-refugees-returning-nigeria-after-fleeing-boko-haram
www.nigeria.iom.int


EU-IOM partner to 
provide comprehensive 
reintegration to Nigerian 
migrants heading home – 
 As of  late-July onwards, Nigerians who become 
stranded in European or African countries and wish to 
return home will receive unprecedented reintegration 
assistance focused on individual returnees and their entire 
communities. 
 This support is part of  the European Union Trust 

Fund (EUTF) - IOM Initiative 
for the Protection and 
Reintegration of  Migrants, 
set to launch in Nigeria on 
20th July and run for three 
years. Along with providing 
sustainable individual and 
collective reintegration for 
Nigerian returnees and their 
communities, the  €15.5m 
(N5.4bn) EU-funded project 
aims at strengthening 
migration governance in 
Nigeria. 
 The project’s timing is 
critical as Nigerians continue 
to be the most common 
nationality crossing the 
Mediterranean Sea into Italy 
and following other very 
risky routes to Europe. IOM 
has helped nearly 1,770 

stranded Nigerians return safely 
from Libya alone since February. Many suffer exploitation, 
detention and abuse along the way. Nearly all of  them set out 
as economic migrants looking for better job opportunities.
 Upon their return to Nigeria, IOM, through EU 
support, will provide reintegration assistance to future 
returnees based on a careful assessment of  their communities 
and their individual needs. In addition to general returnees, 
vulnerable cases will also be closely supported, including 
single women, minors, survivors of  human trafficking, 
people with disabilities, and those with medical conditions. 
In-kind reintegration assistance will be used in different 
ways, depending on a returnee’s needs, covering costs of  
accommodation, starting a business (buying equipment, 
renting a space, etc.), medical expenses and school/
vocational training fees, for example.
 The project will also encourage collective 
reintegration aimed at grouping returning migrants in 
common work or training partnerships, to develop support 
systems among them and offer better and more sustainable 
business opportunities by combining efforts. Community 
reintegration under the EUTF will involve returning migrants 
with their home communities in projects to promote 
inclusive local development. Returnees will be paired with 
unemployed youth, who might be considering the dangerous 
route to Europe by sea, to educate them about the risks.

Back home and 
beading: Sonia’s 
story  
 Sonia Victor had 
an eventful year. Her boat 
capsized on the Mediterranean 
Sea. “I can’t even swim!” That’s 
her only memory of  that day, 
she says. She was detained in 
Libya, where she gave birth 
to her daughter. “I named her 
Great because she is. She has 
survived so much. We’re so 
happy to be home.” Through 
IOM’s Assisted Voluntary 
Return and Reintegration 
(AVRR) programme, Sonia 
and her newborn were able to 
return to Nigeria in February. Reintegration 
support has allowed the young mother to 
resettle with her family in Benin City, southern Nigeria, rent 
a shop, and buy equipment to start a beading business. She’ll 
sell traditional beads and baked goods, and do hair, too. 
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Sonia started a beadwork business through reintegration support. Photo: J. Burpee 2017

Sonia hugs baby Great at her new shop. Photo: J. Burpee 2017

IOM opens 9 mental 
health resource 
centres to aid 
displaced in northeast 
Nigeria  
“Many people who fled their 
homes to escape Boko Haram 
experience a lot of  psychosocial 
distress, including depression 
and anxiety,” explained MHPSS 
project manager, Pauline Birot. 
“The resource centres provide 
a space where people can share 
their experiences, learn coping 
mechanisms to manage trauma, 
find support networks within 

Northeast News
their community, and more.” 
Keep reading.

1,884,331 IDPs, 
339,362 families 
identified - DTM R16
The May 2017 identified this 
level of  displacement across 
Adamawa, Bauchi, Borno, 
Gombe, Taraba, and Yobe 
states. 56% of them are children.
 Biometric teams have 
registered 782,997 people, as 
of  15 June. This helps guide the 
humanitarian reponse of  IOM 
and many partners. DTM XVI

www.nigeria.iom.int
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-opens-mental-health-resource-centres-aid-displaced-northeast-nigeria
https://nigeria.iom.int/sites/default/files/dtm/01%20DTM%20Nigeria%20Round%20XVI%20Report%20May%202017.pdfhttp://


IOM’s migration health 
clinics help Nigerians 
stay healthy at home and 
abroad 
 “I am traveling with my baby to join my husband in 
the UK,” says Justina Ugwu. 

“We want to be together as a young 
family.” 

“We want to be together as a 
young family.”
 
 Justina’s husband left Nigeria last year to study, she 
explains. “Living apart has been very challenging.” Justina 
wants to join her husband abroad. IOM’s embassy-endorsed 
Migration Health Assessment Centre (MHAC) in Abuja is 
helping her get there. She is visiting one of  IOM’s two medical 
clinics (the other is in Lagos) to get the tests she needs to 
support her UK visa application. 
 Since opening in 2014, IOM’s MHAC clinics have 
helped more than 50,000 Nigerians prepare their journeys 
to the Australia, Canada, the UK and the USA.
 Not only are medical assessments required by the 
respective governments, but they offer an opportunity to 
promote migrant health before someone travels and while 
they’re abroad, by identifying any challenges or illnesses and 
preparing the treatment. The assessments are convenient, 
too, as most results come on the same day of  the 
appointment, making it easier for busy Nigerians, who plan 
to study or work abroad, to complete the visa requirements. 
 Izunna Agbazue says the Abuja health clinic has made 
planning easier for him, while he focuses on organizing his 
studies. “I want to travel to Australia to study an advanced 
diploma in travel and tourism. The tourism industry is well 
recognized and I have the dream of  establishing my own 
hotel one day,” he shared. 
 IOM’s clinics, equipped with state-of-the-art X-rays, 
offer travel and integration-oriented health promotion 
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Justina poses with her daughter after her medical assessment. Photo: Ike Attach 2017

services, which include treatment, counseling, health educa-
tion, immunization and medical escorts. 
 Although the primary use of  MHAC clinics is to 
support visa applications, the greatest benefit to patients 
is the opportunity to identify and address health concerns 
before they leave Nigeria. This will also help them settle 
better and stay healthier abroad. See clinic details.

Migration Management
IOM works with ECOWAS to bring data 
collection and analysis to regional immigration 
officers 
 To promote humane and orderly migration in West 
Africa, IOM Nigeria hosted a training on migration data 
collection and management for 30 participants from many 
of  the 13 ECOWAS member states in May. The participants 
came from immigration and statistics agencies in the 
respective countries. 
 This initiative was part of  the EU-funded Support 
Free Movement of  Persons and Migration in West Africa 
programme (FMM West Africa), which IOM is implementing 
with the support of  International Labour Organization 
(ILO) and the International Centre for Migration Policy 
Development (ICMPD). 
 FMM West Africa is committed to harnessing the 
development potential of  migration in the region by providing 
technical assistance and capacity building for ECOWAS and 
its member states. Training immigration officers on data 
collection and analysis is just one initiative to ensure mobility 
trends are better captured in the region, which has previously 
been a challenge.
 Representatives from ECOWAS, Research and 
Statistics directorate, and IOM’s Global Migration Data 
Analysis Centre (GMDAC) experts helped train the 
participants.  
 “Improved migration data management is critical 
for the development of  evidence-based migration policies 
that can help sending, transit, and hosting countries enhance 
migration management,” said Enira Krdzalic, IOM Nigeria 
chief  of  mission, at the training. 
 Albert Dove, a participant from Sierra Leone’s 
immigration service, reminds us “effective and harmonized 
migration data and analysis can only be achieved through 
collaborative effort. No one can do it alone.” 

Solar-powered data systems to bolster border management in Nigeria - IOM 
is providing solar-powered data collection systems to several land and 
sea border posts in Nigeria and training officers how to use them. Photo: 
Ikechukwu Attah 2017. Learn more about the MIDAS technology.

www.nigeria.iom.int
http://nigeria.iom.int/migration-health-assessment-centre-mhac
https://www.iom.int/news/solar-powered-data-systems-bolster-border-management-nigeria


Don’t miss Multimedia
 Sharing Spaces - stories from the 
Nigerians sharing their homes with displaced 
families across the northeast

 

 Watch Hauwa’s Story - the young 
Nigerian who has offered homes to 40 families 
fleeing Boko Haram (some pictured above)
 Staff spotlight: Meet Serah who went 
from IDP to IOM
 “Boko Haram stole our livestock and 
set fire to our homes.” - Abdullahi shares his 
experience northeast Nigeria
 Stay tuned: IOM produces TV series 
encouraging safe and orderly migration - 
coming out in September on national channels 
in Nigeria

For more information on IOM Nigeria’s work, 
please contact:
Enira Krdzalic, Chief  of  Mission, ekrdzalic@iom.int
Foud Diab, Emergency Coordinator, fdiab@iom.int
Julia Burpee, Public Information Officer, jburpee@iom.int

Nearly 1,000 economic migrants 
supported on their move from 
Nigeria to Canada: IOM’s COA
 
 IOM is helping inform Nigerians about the 
opportunities available to them in the foreign country while 
they prepare to move. This is part of  IOM’s Canadian 
Orientation Abroad (COA) programme, which started in 
Nigeria in April 2015. COA helps potential migrants plan 
ahead so they might find meaningful work, based on their 
skills and education, more easily in Canada, and learn about 
their rights as migrants. Chukwubuikem Ekebuisi participated 
in COA’s group and private sessions in June.
 “There were some things I didn’t know how to 
do for a Canadian context,” he says of  IOM’s ‘Planning for 
Canada’ curriculum, “simple things, like structuring a resume 
or preparing a cover letter; the latter, which is basically 
mandatory when applying to jobs in Canada. I also learned 
about taxes and how they should affect my decisions abroad.” 
 About Canada’s cold weather: this banker, moving 
to central Canada next month - one of  the country’s coldest 
areas - is equally bold. “I’ve never seen snow before, but I’ll 
adjust to all that,” he says. “Canada is a country of  migrants 
and that’s where I want to be, to find better jobs to support 
my wife and three children. They’ll join me once I’m settled.”
 IOM’s COA programme also helps Nigerians 
learn about Canadian culture so they might adjust more 
comfortably to their new long-term home. The programme 
is offered to Nigerians who will live in Canada on a semi-
permanent basis as residents of  the country, and not to those 
migrating for shorter periods, such as university studies.
 “In Canada, I hope to find work in development, 
eventually. That way, I can have a chance to continue giving 
back to the country that raised me,” Chukwubuikem says.

pg. 4 

Website: www.nigeria.iom.intFacebook: IOM NigeriaTwitter: @IOM_Nigeria

J a n u a r y - J u n e  2 0 1 7I O M  N I G E R I A

All smiles after his one-on-one Canadian Orientation Abroad session. Photo: J. Burpee

“I will be a Canadian soon, but if I can have a 
chance to continue giving back to the country 
that raised me, that’s what I want to do. My 
experiences in Nigeria will only make me a 
better Canadian.” - Chukwubuikem 

IOM’s COA staff meet with individuals to discuss their goals abroad. Photo: J. Burpee 2017

http://features.iom.int/stories/sharing-spaces/
https://youtu.be/pgquCKJl4qU
https://youtu.be/s9bnJmD5fzU
https://youtu.be/tweroMvSed4
https://youtu.be/tweroMvSed4
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-nigeria-produces-tv-series-encouraging-safe-and-orderly-migration
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-nigeria-produces-tv-series-encouraging-safe-and-orderly-migration
mailto:ekrdzalic@iom.int
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