
UPDATE 10 March 2014 

IOM CHAD  

Influx from the Central African Republic (CAR) 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 IOM is organizing the transportation of 

10,000 Chadians and other TCNs that fled the 
CAR and stranded in the Cameroon border 
for several weeks with little or no assistance 
to their countries of origin. 

 Since December 2013, IOM has registered 
82,222 evacuees who came from the CAR.     

 16,746 evacuees arrived in N’Djamena, while 
65,476 evacuees arrived in the south of 
Chad. 25% have continued their journey to 
their final destinations (FDs) transported by 
IOM. 

 The first group of the 7,000 Chadian Mi-
grants stranded in Cameroon are expected 
to arrive in Moundou by road on 10 March 
2014. 

 To date, IOM has provided transport assis-
tance to 20,473 returnees to FDs across 
Chad, and TCNs to their countries of origin. 

 Gaoui’s talent show, organized by IOM, was 
met with great success by organizers and all 
who attended. 

 IOM teams up with the Turkish Embassy to 
assist people in need in Gaoui and Doyaba. 

   

IOM EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN CHAD 

 Registration, Profiling and Displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM) of Returnees, Refugees and Third-
Country Nationals (TCNs) arriving in Chad by air and 
land at Entry Points (EPs) and Transit Sites (TS); 

 Provision of emergency and basic health services 
including pre-departure screening, medical escorts, 
psychosocial care and referral to hospitals in the 
temporary health post in Gaoui and other TSs;  

 Identification and referrals of Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children (UASC) to the Ministry of Social 
Action and UNICEF; of the CAR citizens to UNHCR; of 
other TCNs to their Diplomatic Missions for 
identification and issuance of travel documents; 

 Transport of evacuees from airport or other EPs to 
TSs, from TSs to final destination (FDs) in Chad and 
TCNs from Mali (1), Senegal (4), Nigeria (37), and 
Cameroon (139) in N’Djamena to their countries of 
origin;  

 Maintenance support of TSs: water, sanitation, 
maintenance, security and decommissioning; 

 Information sharing with humanitarian partners on 
influx, trends, urgent needs, response to the influx 
and impact in areas of high returns through OCHA. 

Donation of medicines and food aid  by auspices of the Turkish Embassy in the Gaoui Transit Site ©IOM 2014   
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REGISTRATION AND PROFILING 
 
IOM has registered 14,047 evacuees from 
the CAR from 19 February to 5 March 2014. 
These include Chadian returnees, CAR na-
tionals and other TCNs. 
 
Since the beginning of the evacuations op-
eration in the fourth week of December 
2103, IOM has registered a total of 82,222 
from the CAR in the following TSs: N’Dja-
mena (16,746), Gore (7,445),  Sido (17,760), 
Sarh (15,080), Doba (6,697), Mbitoye 
(14,924) and Moundou (3,560).  
 
Evacuees who are still in the TSs are in  
N’Djamena (5,655), Gore (6,963),  Sido 
(10,051), Sarh (13,302), Doba (6,225), 
Mbitoye (14,782) and Moundou (176).  
 
50.5% of the evacuees are female and 55% 
are children (IOM registration sample of 
72,000 evacuees).  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Fig. 1: Cumulative Number of Evacuees over Time 

Fig. 2: Claimed Nationalities* 

EMERGENCY HEALTH RESPONSE 
 
The current health and sanitation conditions in the TSs 
are of concern. This is due to limited health personnel 
as well as medical supplies. Moreover, the capacity and 
resources of the Public Health facilities are very limited 
especially for the management of chronic diseases 
(hypertension, diabetes) and mental health illnesses. 
 
The IOM supported temporary health post in Gaoui 
continues to receive patients every day. The generous 
donation of medicines by “Engin Mandenci” from Tur-
key and in collaboration with the Turkish Embassy in 
Chad, will enable the IOM medical personal to  treat 
medical cases including traumas or injuries, gastroen-
teritis, malaria, conjunctivitis etc.  
 
In the south, a shortage of medicine and specialized 
medical staff and equipment has been noted in Moun-
dou TS.       
 

 
 
IOM and the Chadian Red Cross (CRC) joined forces to 
provide primary health care in the TS in Moundou. The 
IOM nurse conducts the post-arrival medical screening 
and fitness to travel prior to departure to their final 
destinations. The capacity of the local hospital has 
been surpassed by the number of medical cases. 
 
In Mbitoye, the health center reported a lack medi-
cines and medical equipment to deal with the high 
number of complex medical cases. 
 
In Doba, the local health facilities are also reporting 
shortage of medical supplies.  
 
In Sido, IOM nurse is providing post-arrival and pre-
departure medical screening and primary health care 

services. 
 

 

*Nationality breakdown presented in Fig. 2 simply reflect nationalities claimed by evacuees upon the registration exercise  
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UNACCOMPANIED AND SEPARATED CHILDREN  
 
1,121 unaccompanied or separated children (UASC) 
were identified among the 82,222 evacuees registered 
countrywide. Most of them arrived in Chad with either 
government flights or road convoys.  
 
The Standard Operations Procedures on the UASC 
that were initiated by IOM in coordination with 
UNICEF have been presented to the Child Protection 
Sub-Cluster for input from the concerned partners.  
 
TRANSPORT  
 
The Government continues the sensitization campaign 
for the evacuees in the TSs to return to their commu-
nities of origin in the country with the aim of decon-
gesting the overcrowded TSs in N’Djamena and in the 
South. IOM transports returnees hosted in the TSs 
who wish to continue their journey to their home 
communities in the country.  
 
To date, IOM has transported 20,473 persons to FDs in 
Chad. 

 
Evacuees in the Gaoui TS are ready to be transported 
to FDs, however, they are reportedly waiting for the 
distribution of food items by the Government.  
 
24% of the registered returnees intend to continue 
their journey or to remain in N’Djamena, 27% to Sarh, 
5% to Am Timan, 9% to Doba, 3% to Moundou, 6% to 
Sido, 5% to Gore, 9% to Mbitoye, Abeche 1% and Mini 
1%.  
 
IOM also facilitates the transportation of other TCNs 
to their countries of origin. The transportation process 
includes liaison with the embassies for identification 
and issuance of laisser-passers, and provision of road 
or air transport to their home countries. 
 
 

Fig. 3:  Evacuees registered, transported to FDs and remaining in TSs.  



UPDATE 

PROTECTION  
IOM continues to provide psychoso-
cial support and follow up to evacu-
ees in TSs and hospitals. Other activ-
ities include support to highly vul-
nerable cases, tracing and reunifica-
tion of UASC with family members in 
the TSs and the creation of women 
support group.  
 
Gaoui Talent Show 
On the 22nd of February 2014 a tal-
ent show was organized by the 
women delegates, resident at the 
Gaoui TS, with the support of IOM. 
IOM has established a support group 
with the women delegates aimed at 
providing a safe platform for sharing 
experiences, reflecting on the wom-
en’s situations and problems that 
could be addressed by women.  
 
One of the decisions taken by the 
group was to organize a talent show, 
involving all the residents at the 
Gaoui site. The women explained 
that it was important to provide 

some animation and recreational 
activities. “We all used to be so ac-
tive, now we have nothing to do, but 
we don’t want to sit and do noth-
ing,” explained Z.  The women orga-
nized several sensitization cam-
paigns throughout the TS, to explain 
the proposed event and encourage 
people to participate.  
 
On Saturday, every block had the 
opportunity to present their act: 
dance, singing, theater plays, recita-
tions and prayers were all supported 
by the crowd gathered. Participants 
who have presented acts included 
many children, women and young 
men.  
 
Children showcased short skits nar-
rating their lives at the Gaoui site, 
with much humor. Very often the 
different acts were accompanied by 
messages that were important to 
the person. Such messages included 
encouragement of unity, solidarity 
and non-discrimination. Women, in 

particular, talked about how young 
women can protect themselves from 
stigmatization and potential exploi-
tation. Children and the youth were 
vocal about their need for educa-
tion, since as one explained “we are 
the next presidents, we are the next 
ministers.”  
 
Overall, the event was very much 
appreciated by the Gaoui residents, 
and it was requested that this 
should become regularly organized 
“at least today, there was a smile on 
everybody’s face, it helps not to 
think about the worries.” 
 
One woman delegate explained, 
“For me, this is more important than 
sitting and receiving for food. I feel 
like I have accomplished something 
and helped my brothers and sisters. 
I want to do that again, because 
people can have fun and at the same 

time serious issues are addressed.” 

 

Women discussing issues at the Gaoui TS  ©IOM 2014   



 

4 IOM — Quartier Klemat  - Rue 3044 BP 6450 N’Djamena – Chad  

 

 
 

 

Fig. 4 Final Destinations as Expressed by Evacuees 

TRANSIT CENTRES MAINTENANCE AND UPGRAD-
ING  
 
Out of the 82,222 registered evacuees, 57,154 (70% of 
the total) are reportedly still in the TCs.  
 
Only 3 TSs remain active in N’Djamena. These are Das, 
Klemat and Chagoua TSs.  
 
IOM has transported more than 7,576 people and sug-
gested to move persons remaining in the closed TSs to 
those which are still active; so that they could benefit 
from FI and NFI distributions. The closed TSs have 
been decommissioned by IOM and the security guards 
have been removed.  
 
The Gaoui TS is one of the TSs in N’Djamena area that 
is still functional, currently with a population of 4,186 
persons. IOM teamed up auspices of the Turkish Em-
bassy, including the Turkish Cooperation  and Coodri-
nation Agency, “Gonullulero Bisegder“ and Engin 
Madenci to provide food aid and much needed medi-

cines to the residents. 
 
Sido  
There is estimated 10,051 evacuees currently hosted 
in the TS. Currently, IOM has stationed 8 persons in 
Sido, registering new arrivals and providing medical 
services including pre-departure medical screening of 
Returnees before they are transported to their FDs by 
IOM. There is an urgent need for shelter assistance.  
 
Moundou  
In Moundou, IOM has transported over 2,491 Chadi-
ans to their FDs in the country. There are now less 
than 200 people left at the TS. IOM has reinforced its 
team in the duty station in view of the expected arri-
val of Chadians Migrants who fled the CAR but re-
mained stranded in Cameroon for weeks with almost 
no assistance. The first group of the circa 7,000 Chadi-
an Migrants is expected to arrive in Moundou on 9 
March 2014.  
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In the preparation exercise for receiving the new 
group of Chadian migrants from Cameroon, IOM is 
constructing 6 temporary shelters with tarpaulin; is 
procuring lamps in case of nighttime arrival and mobi-
lizing additional staff for speedy registration. Currently 
IOM has registration, logistic and coordination teams 
permanently stationed in Moundou.  
 
Mbitoye 
Mbitoye is an agglomeration of several small villages, 
hidden among the trees and spread over an area of 10 
x 15 km and located at the junction between Chad-
Cameroon and the CAR.  
 
Most of the 14,924 persons registered in Mbitoye 
have claimed to have the CAR nationality. Therefore 
only a small fraction of the arrivals left for other FDs in 
the country.  
 
To date there is still no shelter set up to accommodate 
the displaced people in Mbitoye. Many of them are 
hosted by the local population, in their small houses 
or under the trees (some are far inside the forest), 
which hampers accurate assessments and delivery of 
services. Some have arrived with their livestock and 
assets.  
 

Gore 
Returnees were initially hosted inside the Gore Hospi-
tal. However, as their number increased, they had to 
be accommodated outside and around the health fa-
cility. The construction of latrines is being undertaken 
by other agencies. NFIs including hygiene kits are still 
needed. There remains no temporary shelter to ac-
commodate the displaced in Gore. 
 
Doyaba 
In collaboration with the Turkish Embassy in Chad, 
IOM has teamed up with TIKA and Turkiye Diyanet 
Vakfi to ensure the distribution of FI and NFI to the 
whole transit site’s population that had not received 
no food distribution for several days. In addition, TIKA 
delivered medicines to the Governor of Sarh as re-
quested by IOM. 
 
In Doyaba evacuees lack NFIs such as hygiene kits, 
mats, cooking utensils, etc.  
 
 
 

Distribution of food items and medicines in Gaoui transit site from the auspices of the Turkish Embassy (© IOM 2014 )    
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For more information, please contact : 
 

Dr. Qasim SUFI, CoM IOM-Chad (qsufi@iom.int, +235 62 90 0674) 

Dr. Walid SLIM, Migration Health Physician (wslim@iom.int, +235 62 933 452) 

Aliou KA, Operations Coordinator (aka@iom.int, +235 63 98 54 76) 

Leah MORRISON, Project Development Officer (lmorrison@iom.int ,+ 235 62 93 33 32) 

IOM Appeal (USD) 

TOTAL 17.5M 

Emergency evacuation 10 M 

Humanitarian Assistance upon arrival 7.5 M 

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
 
On 8 January 2014, IOM’s appealed for USD 17.5 M for the CAR crisis. This include funding to 
provide life-saving assistance to Chadian Migrants arriving in Chad. 10 M are for providing 
emergency evacuation to migrants stranded in the CAR, while 7.5 M are for providing life-
saving post-arrival assistance to migrants upon their arrival in Chad. To date, the appeal re-
mains critically underfunded, jeopardizing the delivery of the much-needed assistance service 
to the thousands of Migrants fleeing the violence in the CAR. 

IOM THANKS ITS DONORS  

 

 

 


