
UPDATE 20 March 2014 

IOM CHAD  

Influx from the Central African Republic (CAR) 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
 604 Chadian migrants and 57 Sudanese TCNs 

that were stranded at the CAR/Cameroon border 
have arrived in Moundou with the second road 
convoy on 17 March. This makes  the total num-
ber of migrants transported by IOM from Came-
roon to Chad approx 1,500 since this operation 
started. 

 Since the fourth week of December 2013, 88,117 
evacuees who came from the CAR have been 
registered upon their arrival in Chad.  

 16,787 evacuees arrived in N’Djamena, while 
71,330 evacuees arrived in the south of Chad. 

 28,005 have continued their journey towards 
their home communities. 23,335 of them have 
been provided with transportation assistance by 
IOM to reach their final destinations. 

 On 12 March, 41 Chadian returnees arrived in 
N’Djamena on a flight from Bangui. IOM provid-
ed medical screening and transportation assis-
tance to final destinations. 

 IOM has conducted psychological first aid train-
ing in Gore, Moundou, Doba, Sido and Sarh and 
has conducted recreational activities in N’Djame-
na, Sido and Sarh. IOM has organized protection 
focus groups for women in Mounou and Doba. 

 One midwife joined the IOM medical team to 
provide reproductive health consultations. 

IOM’s EMERGENCY RESPONSE IN CHAD 

 Registration and profiling of Returnees, CAR 
claimed nationals and Third-Country Nationals 
upon their arrival by air or by land and 
Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) 

 Emergency health assistance: temporary Health 
Post in Gaoui TS; emergency medical services in 
the transit sites; referrals to hospitals and 
psychosocial care  

 Identification and referrals of Unaccompanied and 
Separated Children to the Ministry of Social Action; 
of the CAR citizens to UNHCR; of third-country 
nationals to their Diplomatic Missions for 
identification and issuance of Travel Documents; 

 Transport of evacuees from airport or other border 
entry points to TSs; Transport of Returnees from 
TSs to final destination in Chad and TCNs to their 
countries of origin;  

 Maintenance support of the TSs : water, sanitation, 
maintenance, security and decommissioning 

 Information sharing with humanitarian partners on 
influx, trends, urgent needs, response to the influx 
and impact in areas of high returns through OCHA. 

Psychosocial activities in the transit site in Doyaba, Sarh (© IOM 2014 )    
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REGISTRATION AND PROFILING 
 
IOM has registered 4,707 migrants from the 
CAR from 10 March to 18 March 2014. The-
se migrants include Chadian returnees, CAR  
claimed nationals and third-country nation-
als (TCNs). 
 
In total, since the beginning of the evacua-
tions in late December, 88,117 evacuees 
from the Central African Republic (CAR) 
have been registered in Chad. 
 
16,787 evacuees arrived in N’Djamena, 
mostly by plane, on 82 flights (66 flights 
supported by the Government of Chad and 
16 from IOM).  
 
71,330 evacuees arrived in the south of 
Chad, by road: to Gore (7,841), Sido 
(19,265), Sarh (16,541), Doba (6,697), 
Mbitoye (15,400), Moundou (5,946).  
 
28,005 evacuees out of 88,117 registered 
(approximately 32% of the total) have left 
for their final destinations: 23,335 have 
been provided with transportation assis-
tance by IOM, 4,670 have returned with 
their own means.  

 
59,815 evacuees out of 88,117 registered 
(70% of the total) are still living in transit 
sites: 4,941 in N’Djamena and 54,874 in the 
south: Gore (6,889), Sido (10,918), Sarh 
(14,545), Doba (6,204), Mbitoye (15,222), 
Moundou (1,096).  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Fig. 1: Claimed Nationalities* 

EMERGENCY HEALTH RESPONSE 
 
 IOM medical staff are present in N’Djamena, 

Moundou and Sido sites providing post-arrival 
medical screening and pre-departure medical 
checks for fitness to travel. 

 During the week of 9—15 March, IOM conducted 
2076 post arrival and 1274 pre-departure rapid 
medical screenings were provided by IOM physi-
cian and/or nurses, to determine the fitness to 
travel.  

 564 migrants with significant medical conditions 
were assisted, 518 health referrals were facilitated, 
61 cases were deferred and zero medical escorts 
were provided. 

 IOM is running a temporary health post in Gaoui 
transit center in Ndjamena, providing primary 
health care. This past week 451 consultations and 
16 referrals were conducted. Since 11th January 
2014, IOM medical team conducted 2648 consulta-
tions. 

 One midwife joined the IOM medical team to pro-
vide reproductive health consultations. 

 

N’DJAMENA 
In Gaoui, there is no medical presence in the evenings 
and throughout the night. This is possibly the case in 
the rest of the sites also, increasing the vulnerability of 
returnees. In Das and Chagoua transit sites, IOM is con-
ducting health referrals when needed and providing 
fitness for travel on departure. On 12 March, 41 Chadi-
an returnees arrived in N’Djamena on a flight from 
Bangui. IOM provided medical screening and transpor-
tation assistance to final destinations within the coun-
try. 
 
SOUTH 
In Moundou, IOM and the Chadian Red Cross joined 
forces to provide primary health care in the transit site 
before being supported by IRC/UNICEF. One IOM nurse 
conducts post-arrival screening and medical checks to 
assess the fitness of passengers before they are trans-
ported by IOM to their final destination. The IOM 
nurse also visits on a daily basis returnees transferred 
to the hospital. 
 
In Sido, the IOM nurse is providing post-arrival screen-
ing and deliver primary care. 

*The pie charts with nationality breakdown reflect nationality claimed upon registration. It does not imply a validated percentage of refu-

gees, returnees or TCNs. 

N’Djamena South 

Country Average 
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UNACCOMPANIED AND SEPARATED CHILDREN  
 
The Standard Operations Procedures on UASC that 
were initiated by IOM in coordination with UNICEF 
have been presented to the Child Protection Sub-
Cluster for input from the concerned partners.  
 
IOM has also provided transportation assistance for 
UASC and their escort, at the request of the Ministry 
of Social Action and its partners, in order to facilitate 
family reunification.   
 
PROTECTION  
 
IOM continues to provide psychosocial support and 
follow up to evacuees in TSs and hospitals. Other ac-
tivities include support to highly vulnerable cases, 
tracing of family members and reunification in the TSs  
and the creation of a women’s support group.  
 
Last week, in Gore, IOM trained 7 IOM staff members 
and 1 staff from Social Action on psychological first 
aid.  
 
In Doba, IOM trained 8 IOM staff members on psycho-
logical first aid and conducted focus groups with wom-
en to discuss protection issues.  
 

In Moundou, IOM trained 1 IOM staff member on psy-
chological first aid and 3 volunteers from the Chadian 
Red Cross were recruited to provide recreational ac-
tivities. IOM also conducted focus groups for women 
to discuss protection issues. 
 
In Sido, IOM trained 2 staff members in psychological 
first aid. Psychosocial assistance was also provided 
through recreational activities, family visits and refer-
rals. 
 
TRANSPORT  
 
The Government has continued and upgraded the 
sensitization campaign for the evacuees in the TSs to 
return to their communities of origin in the country 
with the aim of decongesting the overcrowded TSs in 
N’Djamena and in the South. IOM transports return-
ees hosted in the TSs when they wish to continue their 
journey inside the country to their home communi-
ties.  
 
To date, IOM has transported 23,335 persons to their 
final destinations. 
 
 

Fig. 2:  Registered, transported and remaining in transit sites 
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As demonstrated in Figure 3, 83.5% of the migrants  
fleeing CAR have landed in Chad. The regional move-
ment originating from the CAR crisis has become a 
Chadian challenge with increasing assistance required to 
meet the needs. 
 
IOM also facilitates the return of TCNs to their countries 
of origin. The process includes liaison with the embas-
sies for the identification and issuance of laisser-passers, 
as well as road or air transport to their home countries. 
So far, IOM has registered 1,067 TCNs and facilitated the 
return home of 407 TCNs from Cameroon, Nigeria, Sen-
egal, and Mali. There are 660 TCNs remaining in transit 
sites. 
 

TRANSIT SITE MAINTENANCE AND UPGRADING  
 
Out of the 88,117 registered evacuees, 59,815 (67% of 
the total) are reportedly still in the TSs.  
 
N’Ddjamena 
Three transit centers remain active in N’Djamena: Das, 
Gaoui and Chagoua. IOM has transported more than 
7,980 people and suggested to move persons remaining 
in the closing centers to those which are still active so 
that they could benefit from food and NFI distributions. 
The closing centers have been decommissioned by IOM 
and the security guards have been removed.  
 
 

Sido  
There is an estimated 10,918 currently hosted in the TS. 
An IOM team of 8 persons is continuously present in 
Sido, registering new arrivals and providing medical 
screening for migrants before they are transported by 
IOM to their final destination. There is an urgent need 
for shelter assistance.  
 
Moundou  
The IOM team has been reinforced for the arrival of 
nearly 10,000 Chadian returnees who have been strand-
ed in Cameroon for nearly two months.  Two IOM road 
convoys have arrived thus far with approximately 852 in 
the first road convoy and 611 in the second. To prepare 
for the increasing numbers in Moundou transit site, IOM 
has constructed 5 large tarpaulin shelters (18x5m) and 
procured lamps and generators to facilitate nighttime 
registration if required. The third road convoy is ex-
pected to arrive on Friday with approximately 1,278 
Chadian returnees. 
 
In Moundou, IOM has transported over 3,936 Chadians 
to the final destinations.  
 
IOM also hires local workers for the maintenance includ-
ing cleaning and waste removal of Moundou TS. 
 

Fig. 3:  Influx of Migrants fleeing the CAR to neighbouring countries 
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Mbitoye 
In Mbitoye, IOM maintains a permanent presence to 
ensure registration, profiling and transport assistance 
to Chadian returnees and TCNs. Food, shelter materi-
als, basic NFIs and WASH services are urgently need-
ed.  
 
Most of the 15,400 persons registered in Mbitoye 
have claimed to have CAR nationality. Therefore only 
a small fraction of arrivals left for other final destina-
tions in the country (178). 
 
To date there is still no shelter set up to accommodate 
the displaced people in Mbitoye. Many of them are 
hosted by the local population, in their small houses 
or under the trees (some are far inside the forest), 
which hampers accurate assessments and delivery of 
services. Some have arrived with their livestock and 
assets. Tensions have been reported due to limited 
resources , including the access to water. 
 
Reports from the IOM focal point in Mbitoye indicate 
that persons are frequently crossing over the Chadian/
CAR and/or Chadian/Cameroon border to retrieve 
food stocks or purchase items to sell back in Chad. 
 
Gore 
Returnees were initially hosted inside the Gore Hospi-

tal. However, as their number increased, they had to 
be accommodated outside and around the health fa-
cility. There remains no shelter to accommodate the 
displaced in Gore. 
 
The provision of healthcare has improved in Gore with 
agencies conducting primary healthcare. IOM’s team 
of six persons is providing transportation assistance, 
registrations and referrals, as well as site support 
whenever needed.  
 
Doyaba 
Doyaba has registered increasing numbers this week 
with no improvement to infrastructure or provision of 
shelter. The increasing numbers are a cause for con-
cern as the new arrivals further strain the already lim-
ited resources of the camps. IOM focal point in Doy-
aba reports problems with the latrines which will soon 
be exasperated by the approaching rainy season.  
 
Doba 
IOM focal point in Doba reports concerns of insecurity 
as a result of the accessibility of the transit site as well 
as water shortages and tensions arising over water 
usage. 
 

IOM Providing assistance to new arrivals in N’Djamena (© IOM 2014 )    
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For more information, please contact : 
 

Dr. Qasim SUFI, CoM IOM-Chad (qsufi@iom.int, +235 62 90 0674) 

Dr. Walid SLIM, Migration Health Physician (wslim@iom.int, +235 62 933 452) 
Aliou KA, Operations Coordinator (aka@iom.int, +235 63 98 54 76) 
Leah MORRISON, Project Development Officer (lmorrison@iom.int ,+ 235 62 93 33 32) 
 

Table 1           IOM Appeal (USD) 

 Protection 6,000,000 

 Health 1,690,535 

 Emergency Shelter and NFI 1,575,000 

 Early Recovery 10,000,000 

 Total Requested 19,265,535  

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
 
On 8 January 2014, IOM appealed for USD 19.265 M for the CAR crisis. This includes funding to 
provide life-saving assistance to Chadian returnees, CAR claimed nationals and TCNs arriving in 
Chad. To date, the appeal remains critically underfunded, jeopardizing the delivery of the much
-needed assistance service to the thousands of migrants fleeing the violence in the CAR. 

IOM THANKS ITS DONORS  

 

 


