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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2015 “Rabi” season wheat production officially 
forecast close to last year’s record level 

 Poor monsoon rains reduced 2014 “Kharif” season 
cereal production 

 Cereal exports forecast to decrease considerably in 
2014/15 marketing year (April/March) 

 Rice and wheat prices were generally stable in recent 
months, despite increases in some markets 

2015 “Rabi” season wheat production forecast 
close to last year’s record level 
Planting of the 2015 ‘’Rabi’’ season cereal crops, including wheat 
and rice, was completed in December. Reduced water levels in 
major reservoirs, following weak monsoon precipitation, coupled 
with below-average rains in October and November over most of 
the country, delayed somewhat planting operation for winter crops. 
Rains resumed to normal patterns from December to mid-February, 
particularly over the main wheat producing areas in the 
northwestern and central parts of the country, allowing plantings to 
pick up and improve irrigation supplies and soil moisture conditions 
for the wheat crop during the critical stages of growth. Latest official 
estimates, as of 13 February 2015, indicate that 30.6 million 
hectares have been placed under the wheat crop, 3 percent less 
than the area planted at the same time in 2014. However, 
favourable rainfall in the second part of the growing season, 
sufficient irrigation water supplies and adequate fertilizer use has 
resulted in higher yields forecast which is expected to compensate 
for the contraction in plantings. As a result, the “Second Advance 
Estimate” released by the Ministry of Agriculture on 18 February put 
the 2015 winter wheat ‘’Rabi’’ crop at 95.8 million tonnes, similar to 
the 2014 record level. 

Poor monsoon rains reduced the 2014 “Kharif” 
season cereal production 
Harvesting of the 2014 main “Kharif” season crops, including rice 
and maize, was completed in January. The latest official estimate 
puts the 2014 “Kharif” rice production at 134.3 million tonnes, 
2 percent below last year’s same season bumper crop. With a 
slightly higher area sown, the decrease is the result of lower yields, 
following delayed and below-average monsoon rains, as well as 
localized floods in late July and late September in some 
northeastern areas of the country, including parts of Assam, Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh and Odisha states. Including the forecast of the 
ongoing 2014/15 “Rabi” secondary crop, the 2014 aggregate rice 
production is officially set at 154.6 million tonnes, 3 percent below 
the 2013 record output. Latest official forecasts put the 2014 maize 
production at 22 million tonnes, 10 percent below last year’s record 
level. This is the result of a 5 percent contraction in plantings and 
anticipated lower yields, as a result of the below-average rains at 
the start of the cropping season. 
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Cereal exports forecast to decrease markedly in 
2014/15 marketing year (April/March) 

Cereal exports for the 2014/15 marketing year (April/March) are 
forecast at 16 million tonnes, some 26 percent down from the 
2013/14 high level but 10 percent above the previous five-year 
average. The anticipated decrease in the exportable surplus is 
mainly attributed to strong domestic requirement under the National 
Food Security Act, which has been approved in 2013 and is 
currently under implementation is most states. Wheat exports are 
forecast at 4 million tonnes, one-third below the estimated exports 
in 2013/14. Rice exports in 2015 are forecast by FAO at 8.8 million 
tonnes, 20 percent below last year’s record exports. This is also as 
a result of an estimated lower harvest this year and a reduction in 
demand from its key basmati importer, the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Maize exports are set at 2.7 million tonnes, some 32 percent drop 
compared to last year’s level, as a result of lower production 
combined with increased domestic demand from the feed and 
starch industry. 

Rice and wheat prices were generally stable in 
past months, despite increases in some markets 
Retail prices of rice were generally stable in January in most 
markets, reflecting low trade activity, coupled with the ongoing 
Government’s procurement programme that offset the downward 
pressure on prices from the recently-concluded 2014 main “Kharif” 
harvest. During the 2014/15 marketing year (October/September), 
the Government targets to procure 30.05 million tonnes of rice at 
prices 4 percent higher than the previous year. Prices of wheat, 
another important staple, remained generally unchanged, due to 
adequate supplies following last year’s record harvest. However, 
notwithstanding these general trends in several markets, rice and 
wheat prices rose considerably in January over the last month, 
including in the capital city, Delhi. Retail prices of fresh vegetables 
(eggplants and onions) were generally stable or declined in several 
markets of the country in January, but increased considerably 
compared to the previous month in the Delhi market. Overall, 
vegetable prices were well above their year-earlier levels 
throughout most markets of the county. 

High food prices in some markets cause food 
insecurity to increase at local level 
The overall food security in India is considered to be satisfactory 
given the 2013 and 2014 good cereal harvests, ample food stocks 
and the provision of highly subsidized rice and wheat through 
distribution programmes, especially for the below-poverty line 
families under the National Food Security Act. Under the “Food 
Security Bill”, about 75 percent of the rural and 50 percent of the 
urban population (nearly 800 million people) are entitled to receive 
subsidized food grains, including rice at INR 3 per kg, wheat at 
INR 2 per kg and coarse grains at INR 1 per kg. On 9 October, the 
Central Government of India has imposed all State Governments to 
implement the Food Security Act until April 2015. As of 
December 2014, 11 states throughout India have implemented the 
law. However, the relatively high prices of primary commodities in 
some markets are affecting the food security of the population with 
low incomes constraining their access to food. 
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