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SITUATION UPDATE 

International Medical Corps and other humanitarian actors in Yemen are working 
diligently to reach areas of need in Taizz City while conflict parties are engaged in 
UN-sponsored peace talks in Switzerland.  Conflict parties on both sides agreed to 
a seven-day cessation of hostilities to coincide with the talks and that began on 
December 15.  Although fighting has continued well into the ceasefire period, 
relief organizations are utilizing every opportunity to negotiate access and deliver 
medical care, food, and other assistance.  Taizz City has been the front line of 
fighting for several months, and up to 200,000 people have been besieged in parts 
of the city without access to aid.  Roads in and out of Taizz have largely been 
closed or dangerous to utilize, with aid deliveries unable to pass through 
checkpoints for several weeks.  However, access negotiations made some 
progress in late November and early December; for example, the UN World Food 
Program (WFP) successfully negotiated access into the city to deliver much-
needed food supplies sufficient for 145,000 people for a one-month period. 

International Medical Corps’ mobile medical teams were able to enter Salh 
District, on the eastern side of Taizz City, on December 15, and were the only 
mobile medical teams to enter the city on the first day of the ceasefire.  The 
mobile teams observed that active fighting and siege conditions persist in much of 
the city, and the health sector has been hard hit, with hospitals unable to function 
partially due to the inability to get supplies.  Medicines—antibiotics, analgesics, 
and anti-parasitic medication—and safe drinking water are in short supply.  
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FAST FIGURES 

  

International Medical Corps successfully reached hard-to-access communities in Taizz City from 
December 15–17.  International Medical Corps will continue to operate mobile medical teams in 
Taizz City as long as teams can negotiate access to communities and people in need. 
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SITUATION AT A GLANCE 

For more information on International 

Medical Corps’ Yemen response, see 

“Yemen’s Tragedy:  A First Responder’s 

Blog from Inside the Crisis.”  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/

yemen-first-responder 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/yemen-first-responder
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Mobile teams observed that essential services in Salh do not appear to be 
functioning, while markets, gas stations, medical centers, and pharmacies 
appeared closed.  Many residents have been displaced from their homes as 
a result of ongoing fighting and are seeking areas of greater safety.  Teams 
also noted that hostilities were ongoing around Salh while they delivered 
care.  Insecurity and active conflict prevented the mobile teams from 
reaching Al Qahirah District, while Al Mudhaffar District also remains 
difficult to access.  Mobile teams returned to Salh on December 16 and 17, 
providing care to internally displaced persons (IDPs) who have sought 
shelter in schools and other buildings, as well as others.  International 
Medical Corps plans to continue providing assistance in Taizz City as long as 
mobile teams are able to negotiate access to conflict-affected areas and 
people in need.   

On December 17, the UN announced that conflict parties had reached an 
agreement during peace talks to allow the resumption of humanitarian aid deliveries to Taizz City.  The UN expects 
additional aid deliveries to reach Hajja, Sa’ada, and other cities as well. 
 

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Mobile Teams Deliver Health Care and Nutrition Services in Salh and other Taizz Districts 
While in Salh on December 15, International Medical Corps mobile teams provided 545 consultations for health and 
nutrition services.  The teams provided pediatric care for 181 children, whose most common conditions included acute 
respiratory tract infections, urinary tract infections, intestinal parasites, infected wounds, and skin infections.  A total of 
111 children were screened for acute malnutrition.  Of these, three children were identified as severely malnourished 
and 14 as moderately malnourished.  Mobile teams provided reproductive health care services, including one 
consultation for antenatal care and two for postnatal care, and distributed iron with folic acid to 26 pregnant and 
lactating women (PLWs).  Mobile teams also operated in Taizz City on December 16 and 17; data for these dates is not 
yet available. 

International Medical Corps mobile team members have remained active in 
other districts of Taizz Governorate throughout the period of escalated 
fighting in the city.  From November 15 to 30, mobile teams provided care 
in At Ta’iziyah, Dimnat Khadir, and Mawiyah districts; insecurity prevented 
the mobile teams from reaching Maqbanah District.  Mobile teams 
conducted 1,430 consultations, in addition to providing reproductive health 
care services as needed.  Mobile teams screened 748 children under five 
years of age for acute malnutrition; of these, 133 children were enrolled in 
treatment for moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) and 40 for treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM).   

International Medical Corps also provides support, such as nutrition 
commodities and medicines, to 17 health facilities in Taizz Governorate.  
During the reporting period, International Medical Corps delivered supplies 
to five facilities in Mawiyah and one in Dimnat Khadir. 
 
Improving Nutrition Service Delivery in Sana’a  
During the November 15–30 reporting period, International Medical Corps conducted a training for 25 health facility 
staff in Sana’a on the community management of acute malnutrition (CMAM) to improve the quality of nutrition service 
delivery.  Using Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) guidelines and protocols, the training focused on 

An International Medical Corps mobile team 
member evaluates the nutrition status of a young 
child in Taizz City. 

Women and children crowd around an International 
Medical Corps team member after the mobile 
medical team reached them in Taizz City. 



Yemen Crisis 
Situation Report #31 
December 18, 2015 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

screening children for acute malnutrition; admission and discharge criteria in nutrition facilities; and collection of 
nutrition data.  In addition, MoPHP trainers—with support from International Medical Corps—completed the training of 
17 health care providers on infant young and child feeding (IYCF) topics.  The training aimed to provide midwives, 
nurses, and other medical personnel with effective IYCF counseling skills in order to promote practices—such as 
exclusive breastfeeding for children up to six months old—among beneficiaries at the health facility and community 
level. 

International Medical Corps supports hospitals and health facilities across four districts in Sana’a with medical supplies, 
nutrition commodities, and other assistance.  Among 18 of the facilities from which International Medical Corps 
gathered data, medical personnel screened 1,837 children under five for acute malnutrition.  Of those screened, 38 were 
enrolled for SAM treatment and 562 for MAM treatment.  Some 324 PLWs were also screened, with 40 subsequently 
enrolled for supplementary feeding.  Other care provided included 586 reproductive health consultations and 1,690 
pediatric consultations.   

In addition to facility-based care, two International Medical Corps mobile medical teams participated in a community 
outreach campaign launched by the MoPHP, deploying to Al Haymah Al Kharijiyah, Bilad Ar Rus, and Sanhan districts to 
provide pediatric, nutrition, and reproductive health care services.  International Medical Corps also donated 
medications for 10 additional MoPHP mobile teams in Al Haymah Al Kharijiyah. 
 
Providing Health, WASH, and Food Security Assistance in Aden and Lahj 
In Lahj’s Al Milah, Al Musaymir, and Al Maqatirah districts, International Medical Corps is implementing a food voucher 
program targeting households that include children diagnosed with SAM and MAM.  During the first half of November, 
534 families in Al Milah collected food baskets containing basic food items sufficient for a one-month period.  At the end 
of November, another 31 families collected their rations, bringing the total volume of food items provided to 1.69 metric 
tons.  As part of an integrated water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) program, International Medical Corps also 
provided all 565 households with hygiene kits.  International Medical Corps plans to provide food baskets and hygiene 
kits to another 385 households across the other two districts. 

In response to ongoing water shortages throughout Yemen, International Medical Corps conducted water trucking 
activities for seven hospitals in Lahj and one hospital in Aden.  In total, International Medical Corps delivered 40,000 
liters of water to the facilities.  International Medical Corps also conducted water trucking for two hospitals in Sana’a 
and two in Taizz. 

International Medical Corps’ five mobile teams continued to operate in Lahj through the reporting period, and 
conducted 348 medical consultations in Al Musaymir and Al Maqatirah.  Among the nutrition services provided, mobile 
teams screened 234 children for acute malnutrition, among whom 33 were enrolled for MAM treatment and one for 
SAM treatment.  The mobile teams also provided antenatal and postnatal care, delivery consultations, and family 
planning consultations as needed, serving approximately 85 women.  In addition, the five mobile teams assisted with 
national polio immunization campaign efforts in Lahj during late November, providing logistics and staffing support. 
 
 

For additional information, please contact: 
Chris Skopec, Senior Director Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Response Management Team Leader 
cskopec@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 
Giorgio Trombatore, Yemen Country Director 

Emergency Team Leader 
gtrombatore@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
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