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HIGHLIGHTS:   
 DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Irene has become a Category 1 hurricane. 24 provinces are on red alert. 

 COLOMBIA: The year’s second rainy season is expected to be more intense. More than 4 million have been affected since 2010. 

 GUATEMALA: Since May 2011, some 8,800 people have been affected by rains. 

 PUERTO RICO: 80,000 people have been affected, 700 took refuge in shelters. 
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HURRICANE SEASON 2011 

HURRICANE IRENE: Irene - Category 1 is the 

ninth tropical storm of the Atlantic season and 

the first hurricane. The Dominican Republic 

could be affected - only 17 days after Tropical 

Storm Emily left five dead and nearly seven 

thousand evacuees.  Alerts are in effect for the 

Bahamas, British Virgin Islands, Dominican 

Republic, Haiti, Puerto Rico, Turks and Caicos, 

and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

Source: National Hurricane Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The system is moving 

Northwest of La Española. It is expected to 

continue this path during the day. Currently, 135 

people are housed in official shelters.  The 

Emergency Operations Center maintains a red 

alert for 24 provinces and a yellow alert in 

another 8. Schools have been closed and the 

UNETT has been activated. 

Source: Emergency Operations Center. 

 

PUERTO RICO: 800,000 people were without 

power and 700 were housed in shelters. Another 

118,000 people were without drinking water, 

due to damage to water distribution. Classes 

were suspended in some areas. 

Source: Government of Puerto Rico. 

 

FLOOD - STORM 

GUATEMALA: since May of this year, rains have 

affected about 8,800 people, of which about 600 

are homeless and 750 are living in shelters. 

Authorities report that 1.530 homes were 

damaged. 

Source: National Coordination for Disaster Reduction. 

Alerts range from Puerto Rico to the Bahamas. 
©National Hurricane Center. 
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COLOMBIA: During the months of July and 

August, rains have affected 58.220 people. The 

accumulated number of affected from April 2010 

until June 2011, when the la Niña phenomenon 

officially ended, is 4 million people and 486 

deaths. The Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology 

and Environmental Studies of Colombia warns 

that the second winter season, starting in 

September, will bring more rain than the first 

season of this year.  

Source: OCHA. 

 

EPIDEMICS 

PANAMA - DENGUE: So far in 2011, there have 

been 390 reported cases of classic dengue. A 

total of 70 people have experienced cases of 

hemorrhagic dengue and four people have died. 

Between 1993 and 2011 there have been 40.978 

reported cases of dengue, of which 98 were 

hemorrhagic (1). Control actions are focused on 

the destruction of vector breeding sites and 

spraying in the affected areas. In the month of 

August, there have been 890.756 cases of 

dengue in America, including 10.840 cases of 

severe dengue and 488 deaths (2). 

Source: (1) Ministry of Health. (2) Pan-American Health 

Organization. 

 


