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     REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
ocha-rolac@un.org 
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EPIDEMIC 

LAC - DENGUE: The Pan American Health 

Organization reports a dengue epidemic for 

2013 with 1.4 million cases. The last dengue 

epidemic in the region was in 2010 with 

700,000 confirmed cases. Central American 

countries and the Dominican Republic are the 

most affected.  

Source: Pan American Health Organization.  

 

More than 1.4 million people have been affected by dengue 
in 2013. Central America is the most affected region. 
©Archive/s21. 

 

 

FOOD INSECURITY 

GUATEMALA: Food insecurity is expected to 

increase from losses in corn crops reports 

Oxfam International. Some 44 communities 

in the dry corridor are affected and losses are 

expected to reach up to 80 per cent in the 

next month from lack of rains. Authorities 

report some 1,040 children are affected by 

acute malnutrition, an increase from 2012 

(760 cases). To reduce the impact of food 

shortages, Oxfam recommends continued 

assessments of acute malnutrition, ensuring 

supplies for the treatment, and continuing 

programs for social protection for vulnerable 

families.  

Source: Oxfam Via Prensa Libre. 

 

FLOODS  

COLOMBIA: Authorities report that the 

Guacavia River, in the town of Cumural, in 

the south-east (Department of Meta), has 

overflowed and affected 2,800 people and 

700 houses. Some 280 people evacuated to 

HIGHLIGHTS:   

 LAC:  PAHO reports 1.4 million cases of dengue in Latin America and The Caribbean.  

 GUATEMALA: More than 1,040 children affected by acute malnutrition. Oxfam expects the situation to worsen.  

 COLOMBIA: 2,800 people and 700 houses affected by rains - some 280 people in shelters.  
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a temporary shelter. Other areas in Colombia 

have been affected or are at risk of flooding.  

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

GUATEMALA: Pacaya Volcano activity is 

increasing. The volcano is in a very eruptive 

phase and is spewing incandescent volcanic 

material 500 meters above the crater. Some 

32 people were evacuated to a temporary 

shelter as a preventive measure.  

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction.  

 

COMPLEX EMERGENCIES 

COLOMBIA: At least 175 people (35 

families) in a rural area of Nuqui 

(Department of Choco) migrated to the 

urban centre, following confrontation 

between armed groups. The humanitarian 

situation in the, Pacific Coast region 

(Department of Nariño), has become 

complicated due to the presence of the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces in the area. This 

situation has triggered a mobility restriction 

of approximately 730 people (146 families).   

Source: OCHA Colombia. 


