
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 39 natural disasters affected 

more than 981,000 people in 

the region in the second 

quarter. Floods affected 80 per 

cent of disaster-affected people. 

 Resilience is defined as a 

person’s ability to withstand an 

adverse situation. 

 OCHA brought together actors 

to dialogue and reflect on 

humanitarian trends in the 

region. 

 Each month, about 4,500 

viewers share information from 

Redhum through social 

networks.  

AFECTADOS 

Floods 776,208 

Dengue 103,445 

Drought 85,525 

Other 15,882 

TOTAL 981,060 

Source: Compiled from reports by 
national authorities on 
http://www.redhum.org 

 

 

 

Disasters affect more than 981,000 people 
In the second quarter1, disasters affected more than 981,000 people and incurred losses of more than 
US$1 million in infrastructure and crop damage. Countries in the Caribbean and Pacific north-west were 
on alert for the start of the hurricane season2. In mid-July, about 14,000 people were evacuated from 
high-risk areas, especially in the Dominican Republic, with the approach of Tropical Storm Chantal. 
Drought, extreme cold weather and the rainy season have affected more than 11 countries3. Ecuador, 
Guatemala and Mexico have experienced moderate but constant volcanic activity, and low-intensity 
earthquakes have occurred throughout the region. 

 

Natural disasters in Latin America and the Caribbean – April, May and June 
 

Thirty-nine disasters 
 

More than 981,000 people affected 

  
Floods represent only 40 per cent of disasters in this quarter, but they affected 80 per cent of the 981,000 disaster-affected 
people. Annually, more than 70 per cent of emergencies are related to adverse weather. Source: Compiled from reports from 
national authorities published in www.redhum.org 

 

Facing risk and vulnerability 

Resilience in the region 

In inter-agency discussions on humanitarian trends in the region, the concept of resilience is increasingly 
raised. OCHA interviewed two experts on the topic. The term “resilience” is defined4 as a person’s ability 
to withstand an adverse situation and gain strength from the experience. Latin America and the Caribbean 
(LAC) is exposed to recurring climatic events that increase the factors responsible for putting lives, goods, 

 
 
1 April, May and June 2013 
2 Atlantic Hurricane Season: 1 April to 30 November. Pacific: 15 May to 30 November 
3 Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Paraguay and Venezuela 
4 UNISDR – United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction  
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jobs and livelihoods at risk. Resilience reduces the risk of vulnerability and reinforces communities’ and 
countries’ ability to manage risk.   

Margarita Villalobos, the Communications Officer for the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (UNISDR), defines resilience as a community’s or society´s ability to absorb, resist and recover 
in order to restore its essential basic structures and functions. Dr Ciro Ugarte, Regional Disaster Risk 
Reduction Adviser with the Pan-American Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), 
highlights three essential elements in resilience: resist disasters, continue operations and provide service 
to the community in need.    

Awareness-raising campaigns on resilience are ongoing in the region.  They include UNISDR’s campaign 
Developing Resilient Cities, My City is Prepared! The campaign has developed tools to help municipal 
authorities assess resilience. This includes a self-assessment tool that allows mayors to share 
experiences with other municipalities. For example, the Mayor of Santa Fe in Argentina, a municipality 
that suffered severe floods in April, travelled to Honduras to share experiences on how municipalities can 
cope with floods.   

Dr Ugarte highlighted important advances in the PAHO/WHO Safe Hospital campaign. Reports on safe 
hospitals in the region have been updated, assessing critical health centres, and the local reports were 
incorporated in the global Hyogo Framework of Action report. All countries in the region have a hospital-
safety index, which is a low-cost tool that helps determine if a hospital can remain operational after it has 
been affected by a disaster.   Another advance is the revision of the Hospital Safety Index for small and 
medium-sized hospitals, which are the majority in vulnerable communities.  

By the end of 2012, at least 20 countries in the region had a National Hospital Safety Policy, and 17 
countries carried out national hospital safety programmes. Thirty-two countries and territories in the 
Americas began applying the Hospital Safety Index.  

 

Forums that generate change 

Urbanization, violence and climate change increase 
vulnerability. In response to this, the humanitarian 
community has intensified its efforts to mitigate the 
consequences. A challenge for LAC is to align 
projects and regional programmes to reduce the risk 
of disasters. In Central America, OCHA and 
CEPREDENAC5 held a forum to discuss possible 
joint efforts to reduce vulnerability. 

At the second Consultative Forum6 held in June in 
Costa Rica, OCHA provided an open space for 
dialogue and reflection on humanitarian trends in the 
region. The dialogue brought 26 representatives from 
the international community together, including 
humanitarian organizations, Governments, academia 
and the private sector, to share perspectives and 
opinions on economic growth, inequality, urbanization, population movements and the private-sector’s 
role in humanitarian assistance.  

This dialogue marks the start of collecting regional inputs for the 2015 World Humanitarian Summit and 
the Sixth Regional Meeting on Enhancing Humanitarian Partnerships7. The inputs will be considered for 
the development of OCHA’s Global Strategic Framework. 

 
 
5 Central American Coordination Centre for the Prevention of Natural Disasters 
6 The II Regional Consultative Forum, leading up to the XLI Summit of Heads of State and Government of members states of the 
Central American Integration System (SICA) 
7 Jamaica – October 2013 

 
ARGENTINA – The flooded streets of La Plata after a 
storm that affected Buenos Aires Province in early April. 
The disaster cost an estimated $622 million. Photo: 
TELAM. 

All countries in the 
region have committed 
to ensure that no 
hospital is located in an 
area of high risk to 
natural disaster by 2015. 
This is a fundamental 
responsibility of nations, 
local authorities, disaster 
management and 
development 
organizations in every 
community 

http://www.eird.org/camp-10-15/
http://new.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=1026&Itemid=911
http://www.unisdr.org/we/coordinate/hfa
http://safehospitals.info/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=30&Itemid=1&lang=english
http://www.sica.int/cepredenac/
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Humanitarianism in the Network Age 

Since the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile8, instant communication and new technologies have become 
key in humanitarian response in LAC. In both disasters, rescue teams located trapped victims by using 
mobile telephones, and thousands of volunteers were recruited by humanitarian organizations through 
Twitter and Facebook. Text messages allowed affected people to locate health centres and aid stations. 
New technologies are an important service to the humanitarian community in emergency situations, and 
there is an increase in the number of followers of social networks on sites dedicated to humanitarian 
response, assistance and disaster monitoring. Redhum, the main promoter of information sharing in Latin 
America, is available on Facebook and Twitter. Each month, about 4,500 viewers share information from 
Redhum through social networks, which also increases visits to www.redhum.org/. Visits to Redhum’s 
social network sites have doubled in the last year. 

 

 

 
 
8 Haiti earthquake, 12 January 2010 – 7.2 magnitude- 3 million people affected 
Chile earthquake, 27 February 2010 – 8.8 magnitude – more than 500 people died 

The Regional Consultative Forum is part of the Integrated Disaster Risk Management 
Central American Policy and was offically established in the  XXXVIII Presidential Summit. 

The forum builds upon recommentations from the Central American Integrated Risk 
Management and Climate Change Adaptation Conference held on 14 December 2011. 

OCHA has supported this iniciative since its formtion

Urbanization

66 per cent of the Latin 
American and Caribbean 

population lives in cities. 31 per 
cent of this population lives in 

marginalized, overcrowded 
settlements

Insecurity and violence

There is a considerable increase 
in violence throughout the 

region, 40 of the world's most 
violent cities are in the 

Americas. The region must 
broaden its understanding not 
only of violence -but from the 
perspective of public  security 
to understand the impact that 
this has on humanitarian issues

Climate change 

Each year about 15 to 16 million 
hectares of forest are destroyed 

around the world. Population 
migration is increasing due to 

effectos of climate change

Redhum Social Network Users 
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At the end of 2012, 
Redhum introduced an 
application for mobile 
smartphones and 
tablets.  
Now the application can 
geo-reference and assist 
viewers to locate offices 
of various humanitarian 
organizations registered 
in its database.  

https://twitter.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Redhumorg?ref=hl
http://www.redhum.org/
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#HINA 

A recent OCHA publication explores 
how new communications technologies 
are changing the face of disaster 
response. Humanitarianism in the 
Network Age (HINA) examines how a 
world of increasingly informed, 
connected and self-reliant communities 
will affect the delivery of humanitarian 
aid. HINA identifies the opportunities 
and difficulties in applying social media 
and instant communications and its implications in humanitarian issues. It also describes how aid 
agencies are adapting to a more open, participatory way of interacting with people in crises. The report’s 
conclusion suggests a fundamental shift in the ability to influence a response from the affected areas.  

 

More Governments prepared for disasters 

“No request for international assistance” is a phrase frequently included in Government reports on 
disasters in the region. This is due to multiple factors, but particularly when countries have reserve funds 
for sudden-onset disasters. Such progressive policies often include agreements with international 
financial institutions that pre-approve loans to respond to humanitarian crises as part of regional 
preparedness measures. An example is the Inter-American Development Bank´s Contingent Credit Line 
for Natural Disasters, which helps countries cover urgent financial needs following a disaster. The amount 
for 2012 to 2014 is capped at $2 billion. The bank also has a Contingent Credit Facility for Natural 
Disasters.  

 

Climate-related disasters remain most 

frequent and damaging 

In Argentina, a rare storm in April affected 370,000 people and caused losses of $102 billion. A disaster 
of such magnitude has not hit the country since the 2003 floods in Santa Fe, which affected 130,000 
people—a third of the city’s population. Rains in Central America affected more than 30,000 people. 

 

Atlantic and Pacific hurricane forecasts 

This year’s9 hurricane forecasts are “active” to “very active” for the Atlantic and “low” for the Pacific. 
Countries in the Caribbean hurricane belt could experience up to six major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5 
on the Saffir Simpson scale). The Pacific is forecasted to have four major hurricanes. The Atlantic 
hurricane season began on 1 June and should reach its peak between the end of August and mid-
October. The Pacific hurricane season began on 15 May. Both seasons end on 30 November. 

 

 

 
 
9 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration of the United States 
 

http://www.unocha.org/hina
http://www.unocha.org/hina
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2013 Named Storms Hurricanes Major 
Hurricanes  

Atlantic 13 - 20 7 - 11 3 - 6 

Pacific 11 - 16 5 - 8 1 - 4 

Before the hurricane season starts, countries in the hurricane belt update their contingency and response 
plans. Humanitarian organizations also make preparations. OCHA Honduras worked with the 
Humanitarian Country Team to complete an inventory of available resources for hurricane response.  
OCHA also facilitated lessons-learned exercises with humanitarian actors in Cuba from the humanitarian 
response to Hurricane Sandy in 2012. Furthermore, the International Federation of the Red Cross held 
its annual pre-hurricane and disaster workshop in June in Colombia and the Government of Panama 
formalized an agreement to implement the Humanitarian Hub, which is a dedicated storage area for 
humanitarian supplies ready to be sent to any disaster-affected country.  

 

First rainy season affects 140,000 people in 

Colombia 

Official data reports that 140,000 people were affected by this year’s first rainy season, which began in 

mid-March and ended in mid-June. It affected one third of all the municipalities in Colombia, with 699 

homes destroyed and 14,393 damaged. Choco department, on the Pacific coast, was the worst affected 

(64,215 people, a third of its population), followed by Cauca and Antioquia departments. This rainy 

season has been one of the lightest in recent years.   

Drought in Bolivia 

A total of 145,000 people were affected by drought in Bolivia in five of the country’s nine departments: 

Tarija, Santa Cruz, Chuquisaca, Beni and Cochabamba. The Civil Defence has registered 17,484 

families affected in 18 municipalities. The Bolivian Chaco, comprising three departments, is affected, as 

is the southern part of Cochabamba Department. Tarija and Santa Cruz declared departmental 

emergencies, and on 19 June the Government declared a national emergency. Authorities report that 

they have sufficient funds to respond.  

Coffee rust causes food-security risk and job 

losses 

Central America is experiencing its worst coffee-rust crisis since the fungus was first detected in the 

1970s. The International Coffee Organization (ICO) estimates that the epidemic caused $550 million in 

total losses in Central America in 2012 and 2013. In Guatemala, 115,000 small-scale farmers and 

workers lost their jobs. Other countries with job losses are Honduras 100,000, El Salvador 90,000, 

Dominican Republic 56,500, Nicaragua 32,000, Panama 30,000, Costa Rica 14,000 and Jamaica 

3,640.  

ICO worked with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to create community-

assistance programmes to support people who lost their jobs. The World Food Programme also 
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implemented aid and recovery programmes for small-scale farmers in the region to reduce the risk of 

food insecurity.   

For more information, please contact:  
Douglas Reimer, Head of Office a.i., reimer@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1748 
Rogerio Mobilia, Head of Information Unit, silvar@un.org, Tel. (+ 507) 317-1749 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: www.redhum.org | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

