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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 BRAZIL: Some 200,000 people affected by floods in Río de Janeiro 

 BOLIVIA: 320 families affected by climate conditions as a consequence of La Niña. 

 PERU: 1,570 people in Junín and San Martín affected by intense rains. 
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RAINS AND FLOODS 

BRAZIL: Some 200,000 people are affected by 

floods and heavy rain in the state of Río de 

Janeiro. Authorities are distributing 4,000 basic 

aid packages which include medicine, mattresses 

and economic aid. At least 4,375 people have 

been evacuated and three have died. The state 

of Rio de Janeiro has been declared under a 

state of emergency. 

Source: Government of Brazil via El Pueblo en Línea. 

 

BOLIVIA: Six municipalities in the department 

of La Paz are affected by rain, hail, overflowing 

of creeks and flooding due to effects of La Niña. 

Some 320 families are affected, seven people 

have died and 70 hectares of crops have been 

damaged. Authorities issued a departmental 

yellow alert and allocated US$2.1 million (15 

million bolivianos) to purchase and distribute 

food and water to affected zones and rehabilitate 

crops. 

Source: Early Warning and Risk Management Unit of the 

Government of La Paz. 

 

 

Heavy rains in Río de Janeiro have flooded entire towns and caused 
mudslides. Authorities report 200,000 people affected. ©BBC. 

 

PERU: In the last days of December 2012, 

about 1,570 people have been affected by rains 

in the departments of Junín and San Martín 

(central). The departments of Moquegua and 

Madre de Dios are also affected although to a 

lesser degree. The rainy season continues to 

cause emergency situations, affecting 

telecommunications, crops and dwellings. 

Regional and local authorities are responding to 

the emergencies.  

Source: OCHA. 

 

COLOMBIA: A landslide buried at least 30 

people and covered the road between the 

communities of Neiva and San Vicente del 

Caguán (south-west). Six people were rescued.  

Source: Government of Colombia. 
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COLD WAVE 

GUATEMALA: In the first week of 2012, 350 

people sought shelter in ten shelters established 

for the cold season. Since November 2011, when 

temperatures began to drop, 3,425 people have 

been affected, most in month of December. 

Source: National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction. 

 

MEXICO: At least eight people have died over 

the last few days from extreme cold and carbon 

monoxide poisoning, a product used for heating. 

Mexico is being hit by a cold front that extends 

from eastern United States to southern Mexico, 

as well as by a winter storm, which is part of the 

regular winter season. Mexico’s northern, central 

and eastern states are experiencing intense cold, 

snow, wind and rain. 

Source: Government of Mexico via Televisa. 

 

FOREST FIRES 

COLOMBIA: A red alert was issued for high 

temperatures and drought conditions affecting 

the country. Temperatures reached above 38 

degrees centigrade in the Andean, Caribbean 

and Orinoquia regions. In the region of 

Cundinamarca, there have been 82 forest fires in 

the last four days.  

Source: Institute of Hydrology, Meteorology and 

Environmental Studies. 

 

 


