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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 The 2014 main season paddy and maize outputs estimated 
higher than last year 

 Cereal imports forecast to increase in the 2014/15 marketing 
year (April/March) 

 Rice prices fell in the past two months but remain at high 
levels 

 Overall food security situation satisfactory but localized food 
insecurity persists 

Production of the 2014 main season paddy and 
maize is estimated to increase 

Harvesting of the 2014 main (wet) season paddy crop, which 
accounts for about 95 percent of annual production, is nearing 
completion, while planting of the 2014 secondary season crop is 
expected to start shortly and will continue into August. Overall, the 
main season was characterized by normal to above-normal rainfall 
over much of the country, benefiting development of the rice crop. 
However, heavy rains from mid-January to late February resulted in 
localized flooding causing some limited crop damage particularly in 
parts of West Java, an important rice-growing area. By contrast, 
some rainfall deficit was recorded between early March and late April 
in parts of the Island of Sumatra and West Kalimantan. In spite of 
these localized adverse weather conditions, the overall damage to 
the 2014 main season paddy crop is expected to be minimal. As a 
result, the national paddy output is preliminarily forecast to reach 
72 million tonnes, similar to last year’s record level. 
 
Harvesting of the 2014 main (rainy) season maize crop was 
completed in April and sowing of the 2014 secondary (dry) season 
crop is ongoing. FAO’s latest projections put this year’s maize output 
at 19.1 million tonnes, some 3 percent above last year’s harvest and 
slightly below the 2012 record output. 

Cereal imports forecast to increase in the 2014/15 
marketing year (April/March) 
Indonesia is one of the biggest importers of cereals with quantities of 
some 10 million tonnes annually. For the 2014/15 marketing year 
(April/March) wheat imports are forecast to increase slightly to 
7.2 million tonnes, reflecting higher demand for the commodity. 
 
Rice imports in 2014 are forecast to return to more normal levels and 
reach 1.1 million tonnes, some 60 percent above the low level of 
2013. Imports of maize are forecast to remain similar to the previous 
year’s level at 2.8 million tonnes. Total cereal imports for the 2014/15 
marketing year (April/March) are thus estimated at 11.2 million 
tonnes, slightly above the large volume of the previous year and 
about 12 percent higher than the five-year average. 

Rice prices fell in the past two months but remain 
at high levels 
The average price of medium quality rice, after strengthening 
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between October 2013 and March 2014, decreased for the second 
consecutive month in May, with good supplies from the 2014 main 
season harvest. However, prices were above their levels a year 
earlier, in line with the year-on-year inflation rate (7 percent in May). 

Overall food security situation satisfactory but 
localized food insecurity persists 

In general, the food security situation in the country continues to be 
stable and satisfactory. However, access to food for the vulnerable 
population, remains a major challenge in the eastern parts of the 
country such as Nusa Tenggara Timur, Nusa Tenggara Barat and 
Papua provinces. High food prices are further affecting the food 
security situation of vulnerable low-income groups of the population. 
The recent floods and the volcanic eruptions displaced tens of 
thousands, exacerbating the situation. 

 
 

 

 


