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This Quarterly Update covers the activities of the Geneva-based 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) between 1 July 
and 30 September 2016. It is also available to be read online or 
downloaded at www.internal-displacement.org 

Feature article
the uN Summit for refugees and 
Migrants: a missed opportunity to 
address internal displacement
In September, the UN General Assembly hosted the first-ever 
high-level summit to address large movements of refugees and 
migrants. The summit was a historic opportunity to come up 
with a better system for responding to the needs of all displaced 
people, including internally displaced people (IDPs). 

However, despite the fact that IDPs now make up two-thirds of the 
60 million people displaced by conflict and violence worldwide, 
they were not on the agenda. The New York Declaration signed 
at the summit only mentions IDPs in general terms, and that is 

very short-sighted. As explained by IDMC Director Alexandra Bilak 
in an opinion piece published by Reuters ahead of the summit, 
refugee crises are, in large part, a symptom of the failure to 
protect and assist IDPs in their own country.  

Many, if not most refugees, do not cross an international border 
at the first sign of war, often starting off their journey as IDPs. 
Only later do they choose or are forced to cross one. Failure to 
address internal displacement while focusing on the refugee crisis 
is equivalent to treating the symptoms rather than the causes of 
the crisis. 

We are witnessing internal displacement on a scale not seen since 
World War Two. Nearly 28 million people had their lives uprooted 
by conflict, violence and disasters in 2015. Our latest estimates 
published in September reveal that more than 10 million new 
displacements took place across those countries most affected in 
the first eight months of 2016. Syria, Yemen and Turkey expe-
rienced the highest levels during that period, with conflict and 
violence there resulting in respectively 900,000, 478,000 and 
355,000 new displacements.  Recent sudden-onset disasters have 
also forced millions more to flee, with China and Indonesia hardest 
hit. Flooding in China’s Yangtze river basin alone displaced two 
million people in June while floods in Indonesia displaced another 
946,000. 

Displaced Syrians cross the Sahela border leading them to the Kurdistan region of Iraq. Photo: NRC/Christian Jepsen

http://www.internal-displacement.org
http://refugeesmigrants.un.org/summit
http://refugeesmigrants.un.org/declaration
http://news.trust.org/item/20160916104048-x43fd/
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2016/2/56cc4b876/unhcr-survey-finds-afghan-syrian-refugees-arriving-greece-fleeing-conflict.html
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201609-internal-displacement-update.pdf


events 
Internal displacement in Member 
States of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in europe (OSCe)
IDMC joined the Special Human Dimension Committee Meeting 
on the Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms of IDPs and 
Refugees held on 15 September in Vienna, Austria. The meeting 
was organised  by the German Chairmanship of the OSCE and 
the Finnish Chair of the Human Dimension Committee following 
the request of several participating States to tackle the issue of 
refugees and IDPs in the framework of the OSCE Human Dimen-
sion. It offered an important opportunity to discuss the specific 
challenges affecting IDPs in the OSCE region. 

Conflicts and other phenomena across the OSCE region have 
resulted in the displacement of large numbers of people from 
their places of residence. According to UNHCR, by the end of 
2015 there were 4.8 million refugees and 2.8 million IDPs within 
the OSCE area, the vast majority in Ukraine and Turkey. Internal 
displacement in the region is overwhelmingly protracted, as three 
quarters of IDPs there in 2016 were displaced decades ago as 
a result of conflict and generalised violence (Azerbaijan, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Cyprus and Turkey). Moreover, many IDPs in 
the region have been displaced more than once over the years, 
disrupting their pursuit of durable solutions and leaving them 
faced with insecurity and marginalisation. In addition, their basic 
human rights and fundamental freedoms are often violated. 

The meeting drew from the knowledge of expert speakers and 
representatives of participating States, relevant OSCE structures 
and institutions, and civil society. IDMC Director Alexandra Bilak 
addressed the opening session and called on all OSCE partici-
pating States to protect and address the specific needs of IDPs in 
the region.

Internal displacement and climate change 
NRC/IDMC took part in a technical meeting on migration, 
displacement and human mobility organised by the Interna-
tional Organization for Migration (IOM) from 27 to 29 July in 
Casablanca, Morocco. The event brought together members of 
the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International Mecha-
nism for Loss and Damage established within the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, national and regional experts, 
representatives from international and UN organisations, and the 
academic community. It aimed to “enhance the understanding of 
and expertise on how the impacts of climate change are affecting 
patterns of migration, displacement and human mobility; and the 
application of such understanding and expertise”. In preparation 
for this meeting, IDMC, alongside partner organisations, contrib-
uted to the discussion paper on these topics entitled Enhancing 
knowledge and understanding. 

Sustainable development 
IDMC participated in the annual meeting of the Balaton Group, 
a network of sustainable development and systems analysts from 
around the world, held from 15 to 19 September in Balaton-
szemes, Hungary. The theme of the 2016 annual meeting was 
displacement and migration. IDMC was invited to present its data, 
analysis and system dynamics models of internal displacement.

Workshops
IDMC was in Mali in July for a workshop organised with the 
Protection Cluster Bamako to support the Technical Committee 
for the Domestication of the Kampala Convention. The workshop 
was co-facilitated by IDMC, UNHCR and the Special Rapporteur 
on the human rights of IDPs. It served to present and obtain vali-
dation of the preliminary findings of an analysis conducted by 
IDMC in partnership with other members of the Task Team on Law 
and Policy that is due to be released by the end of 2016. 

 An internally displaced woman stands by her demolished house’s ruins in the village of Zolotarivka, close to the contact line in eastern
Ukraine. Photo: NRC/Tatiana Stepykina
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http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/events/20160915-vienna-osce-talking-points.pdf
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/cancun_adaptation_framework/loss_and_damage/items/9682.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/cancun_adaptation_framework/loss_and_damage/items/9682.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/items/7543.php
http://unfccc.int/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/items/7543.php
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/excom_iom_technical_meeting_pillar_1.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/adaptation/groups_committees/loss_and_damage_executive_committee/application/pdf/excom_iom_technical_meeting_pillar_1.pdf
http://www.balatongroup.org/


IDMC/NRC co-facilitated a workshop on “Implementing the 
Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement within National 
Legal Frameworks” held in Panama City from 30 August to 1 
September. Participants included representatives from academia, 
civil society and government from Colombia, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras and Mexico who shared best practices in 
addressing internal displacement. 

IdMC publications
Internal displacement updates 

In September, IDMC introduced 
a new internal displacement 
update service. The first of these 
updates covered January to 
August 2016, and subsequent 
updates will be even more 
regular, reporting at least twice 
per month. The updates will 
be disseminated to our stake-
holders and will also feature on 
our website and be promoted 
via our social media. The aim of 
this service is to provide ongoing 
estimates of internal displace-
ment worldwide. These figures 

will also feed into IDMC’S annual Global Report on Internal 
Displacement (GRID). It should be noted that the regular updates 
will feature estimates only, whereas the final GRID figures are fully 
verified by IDMC. 

thematic report: pushed aside - 
displaced for “development” in India

This report documents and 
analyses the scale, process and 
impacts of displacement caused 
by development projects and 
business activities in India. It is 
the first IDMC report dedicated 
to the issue of internal displace-
ment caused by development 
projects. Through nine cases 
in India IDMC illustrates that 
people displaced by develop-
ment projects suffer detrimental 
impacts and rarely recover. As 
the world embarks on imple-
menting the post-2015 global 

development agenda, IDMC calls for people displaced by devel-
opment projects and business activities not to be left behind, and 
to be priority beneficiaries rather than ‘victims’ of them.

annual report 2015
In July, IDMC published its Annual Report 2015 which looks at 
the achievements and developments of IDMC and also considers 
some of the strategic tasks ahead for the organisation.

Blog posts
 | New policy on durable solutions in Sri Lanka: the chal-

lenge of implementation  
Guest bloggers Laurie Wiseberg and Mirak Raheem discuss 
the recently approved “National Policy on Durable Solutions 
for Conflict-affected Displacement” and its implementation.

 | If you don’t measure, you don’t know: the invisible 
plight of elderly IDPs  
The elderly are usually the last to flee from an unfolding con-
flict or disaster. Once displaced, many are vulnerable to poor 
health and face greater obstacles to restoring livelihoods and 
achieving durable solutions. 

 | A Call to Action: tackling displacement in Central America  
As an invisible humanitarian crisis related to drug and criminal 
violence intensifies in Mexico and Central America’s Northern 
Triangle, a regional call to action provides reason to be cau-
tiously optimistic.

 | Ignoring the roots of Europe’s refugee influx 
The current refugee influx in Europe is, in part, a symptom of 
the failure to protect and assist internally displaced people in 
their own country. The UN missed an important opportunity 
at a high-level summit on refugees and migrants it organised 
in September to address displacement holistically. 

Communications
In September, IDMC launched a new update service on internal 
displacement. This new service is part of ongoing plans to increase 
the regularity of information provided by IDMC on internal displace-
ment worldwide. Below are the two updates published so far: 

 | Internal Displacement Update (Jan-Aug 2016)
 | Internal Displacement Update (1 September - 10 October 2016)

 
In addition to the publications and blog posts featured in this 
quarterly update, the IDMC Communications Department also 
worked on the following products.

press releases
 | New IDMC report on India calls for durable solutions to 

address internal displacement resulting from development 
projects. Each year millions of people worldwide are uprooted 
and left in extreme need as a result of this phenomenon. 

 | Internal displacement continues unabated. Ten million new 
displacements recorded since January 2016  

Media coverage
This quarter IDMC achieved coverage in 283 online news media 
outlets, including IRIN News, Reuters, The Hindustan Times, The 
Huffington Post, The Guardian and The New York Times Online. 
(total online reach: 1,499,224,399; total publicity value: €579,822).

Voice of America broadcast an interview with IDMC’s Senior Strategic 
Advisor for Conflict on the situation of IDPs in northeast Nigeria. 

Below is a selection of news citing IDMC:
 | Place (26 September 2016) 

Villagers in southern India battle reservoir that will submerge 
their homes
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http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201609-internal-displacement-update.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201609-internal-displacement-update.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201609-internal-displacement-update.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201607-ap-india-pushed-aside-en.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/publications/2016/201607-annual-report-2015-en.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/new-policy-on-durable-solutions-in-sri-lanka-the-challenge-of-implementation
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/new-policy-on-durable-solutions-in-sri-lanka-the-challenge-of-implementation
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/if-you-dont-measure-you-dont-know-the-invisible-plight-of-elderly-idps
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/if-you-dont-measure-you-dont-know-the-invisible-plight-of-elderly-idps
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/a-call-to-action-tackling-displacement-in-central-america
http://www.internal-displacement.org/blog/2016/ignoring-the-roots-of-europes-refugee-influx
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/2016/internal-displacement-update-jan-aug-2016
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/2016/internal-displacement-update-1-september-10-october-2016
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/Uploads/IDMC-report-on-internal-displacement-in-India-14072016.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/Uploads/IDMC-report-on-internal-displacement-in-India-14072016.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/Uploads/IDMC-report-on-internal-displacement-in-India-14072016.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/Uploads/IDMC-report-on-internal-displacement-in-India-14072016.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/library/Media/Press-releases/20160916-UN-summit.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/assets/library/Media/Press-releases/20160916-UN-summit.pdf
http://www.thisisplace.org/i/?id=b3c5d816-4297-4f16-9df2-3ee4e9c44c3e
http://www.thisisplace.org/i/?id=b3c5d816-4297-4f16-9df2-3ee4e9c44c3e


 | The Huffington Post US (20 September 2016) 
The change we need to make to achieve a sustainable future: 
thinking beyond issues and sectors to people

 | The Hindustan Times (6 September 2016) 
One person every second displaced by natural disasters since 
2008 

 | The Guardian (11 August 2016) 
No legal status: how India is ignoring its thousand displaced 
citizens

 | Reuters (29 July 2016) 
India’s new reforestation law ignores indigenous people, 
analysts say 

Website figures
Visits: 51,807 (July-September 2016) 
Page views: 107,760

Social media
Facebook
IDMC’s Facebook community grew by six per cent during the 
quarter, attracting 500 new fans. The page had 8,000 likes by the 
end of September 2016.

twitter 
The @IDMC_Geneva account had almost 5,000 followers by 
the end of September. Overall tweets during this 90-day period 
garnered 258 retweets, 225 favourites, 16 replies and 114.4K 
page impressions. Influential followers who engaged with our 
content included: IOM, Reach, Reuters, ReliefWeb, UN OCHA and 
USAid. 

IdMC MISSION
To lead on the provision of 
information and analysis on 
internal displacement and 
to inform policy and opera-
tional decisions that improve 
the lives of IDPs

Strategic Objective 1 
To provide comprehensive 
data and information on 
internal displacement world-
wide 

Outcome 1
Selected methodological 
and conceptual gaps that 
underpin current limita-
tions of humanitarian and 
development approaches to 
displacement are addressed 

Outcome 2
Data and information on the 
scope, scale and patterns 
of displacement and the 
location and protection of 
IDPs worldwide is available 
online and accessible to our 
partners and to the broader 
public

Strategic Objective 2
To inform and influence 
policy and operational 
decision-making on internal 
displacement

Outcome 3

Internal displacement is 
positioned as a cross-cutting 
issue in key global and 
regional policy processes 
and debates

www.internal-displacement.org 
3 rue de Varembé, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland   +41 22 552 36 00 

General inquiries: info@idmc.ch   data-related inquiries: data@idmc.ch

Finance update
IDMC’s financial situation as of 30 
September 2016
Funds contracted:   3,730,470.98 
Expenditure:   2,119,823.86

thanks to our donors!
We would like to thank our donors for their support in 2016:

UNHCR,  Norway’s MFA, Sweden’s Sida, the UK’s DFID, USAID, 
Australia’s DFAT and other donors

Other donors
EuropeAid/

UNHCR

Sweden - Sida

Australia DFAT

Norwegian MFA
UK - DFID

USA - USAID
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kathy-calvin/the-change-we-need-to-mak_b_12099880.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/kathy-calvin/the-change-we-need-to-mak_b_12099880.html
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http://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-law-forest-idUSKCN10919X
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-law-forest-idUSKCN10919X
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