
 

MDRBD019  Glide n° TC-2017-000058-BGD 

Date of disaster: 30 May 2017 Date of issue: 7 June 2017 

DREF allocation: CHF 110,111 Point of contact: Azmat Ulla, Head of IFRC 
Country Office, Bangladesh 

Operation start date: 29 May 2017 Number of people to be assisted: 40,000 

Host National Society: Bangladesh Red Crescent Society  

N° of National Societies currently involved in the operation: American Red Cross, British Red Cross, 
German Red Cross, Swedish Red Cross, Swiss Red Cross and Turkish Red Crescent, 

Categorization of disaster: Orange1 

 
This information bulletin reflects the current situation and action taken by Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement (the Movement) to date. The Bangladesh Red Cross Society (BDRCS), with the support of the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) received an allocation of CHF 
110,111 from Disaster Relief Emergency Fund (DREF) on 31 May 2017 to provide immediate relief to the 
population affected by Tropical Cyclone Mora (TC Mora). BDRCS is currently mobilizing its response through 
the DREF allocation. Based on BDRCS’ ongoing needs assessment, BDRCS, with the support of IFRC, is 
launching an Emergency Appeal and the plan of action is currently being prepared.  

 

The situation 
 
In the morning of 29 May 2017, the Bangladesh 
metrological department (BMD) declared 
Tropical Cyclone “Mora” (TC Mora) was 
approaching with wind speed up to 88 km/h. 
The government of Bangladesh issued danger 
signal number seven (R) seven for coastal 
areas in Noakali, Laxmipur, Feni, Chandpur, 
Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar. At the evening on 
same day, the BMD declared danger signal 
number ten (R) ten for the same districts. 
 
On 30 May 2017, TC Mora made landfall in 
Cox’s Bazar district, with a maximum wind 
speed of 130 km/h. The cyclone traversed north 
and several hours later passed through 
Chittagong district. As of 3 June, an estimated 
3.3 million people have been affected across 
four districts (Needs Assessment Working 
Group 72-hour assessment, 3 June 2017). 
Around 468,000 people are evacuated with the 
support of Cyclone Preparedness Programme (CPP) and BDRCS volunteers. 

                                                 
1 Based on the IFRC Secretariat’s Operational Response Framework. This categorization implies that the response intervention has international 
attention due to the extent of its impact. If requested, the IFRC Country Office, IFRC Regional Office and IFRC Geneva may provide any necessary 
technical or management support to the National Society. The support may include support on mobilization of disaster response tool as well as 
support in allocation of Disaster Relief Emergency Funds (DREF), technical quality assurance on Emergency Appeals and technical support or 
global surge capacity (if required) and ensure global coherence and compliance with standards. 
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Bangladesh Red Crescent Society’s Cyclone Preparedness Program volunteers 
providing early warning actions in the communities. (Photo: BDRCS / IFRC) 
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According to the situation report (dated 31 May 2017) of Department of Disaster Management (DDM) of Bangladesh 
government, seven people were reported dead in Cox’s Bazar, Rangamati and Bhola after Cyclone Mora made 
landfall and more than 100,000 houses were damaged in Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar district.  
 
BDRCS, in cooperation with the Movement partners, deployed four teams in the following affected districts – Cox’s 
Bazar, Chittagong, Feni and Noakhali. The assessment team in Cox’s Bazar reported that trees were uprooted in 
several streets in the area and the streets were cleared by the local community following government instruction.  
The following table summarizes the reported damages to the houses in the districts visited by the assessment teams: 
 

District 
Houses damaged 

Totally damaged Partially damaged 

Cox’s Bazar 17,023 35,516 

Chittagong 25,096 27,045 

Noakhali 150 NA 

 
In Feni district, the assessment team’s initial report indicates that there are no visual damages seen at Sonagazi 
Upazila. However, due to fear, fishermen are not going to the river to catch fish. This is causing a food crisis in the 
area as fishing is the major source of income.  
 
Makeshift shelters of people from Myanmar in Cox’s Bazar were severely damaged. According to Inter Sector 
Coordination Group (ISCG) of Cox’s Bazar, six camps where people from Myanmar reside, with a total population of 
150,000, were ravaged, suffering extensive damage not only to shelters, but also to facilities on-site including clinics 
and latrine super-structures. Shelter and WASH needs are the urgent priority to prevent outbreak. Households assets 
including household items and food stocks were also soaked and damaged in the wake of the storm, resulting in 
need for immediate food support and non-food items (NFI).  
 

Red Cross and Red Crescent action 
 
The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) was monitoring the situation and as 
an early action, held a preparedness meeting in the morning of 29 May. Since the trajectory indicated that the storm 
would likely hit south-eastern Bangladesh where the persons from Myanmar are currently based, there were serious 
concerns on the impact that this storm could have on the vulnerable populations. As the probability of an imminent 
disaster was high and with the request of BDRCS on 29 May, IFRC released an allocation of CHF 110,111 from 
DREF on 31 May.   
 
BDRCS initiated its Cyclone Contingency Plan and activated an emergency control room at its headquarters in 
Dhaka. National Disaster Response Team (60 members) and National Disaster WatSan Response Team (60 
members) of BDRCS were alerted. Around 55,000 CPP volunteers and 800 RCY volunteers were deployed in 15 
coastal districts during the early warning stage to support response operation. Four teams were deployed in four of 
the affected districts immediately after TC Mora made landfall to conduct rapid damage and needs assessments. 
BDRCS also actively participated in Humanitarian Coordination Task Team (HCTT) joint needs assessment and led 
the assessments in Feni and Noakhali districts. 
 
To date, a total of more than 5,000 families have received immediate dry food assistance from BDRCS with support 
from the DREF allocation. More than 3,000 and 1,200 families in Cox’s Bazar and Chittagong received the dry food 
assistance respectively. An approximate of 1,175 families that took shelter in cyclone centers in Noakhali district also 
received dry food assistance. In addition, 1,000 shelter toolkits and 2,000 jerrycans have also been allocated for 
distribution in the affected districts. 
 
Apart from the interventions through the DREF support, BDRCS also distributed cash grants to support the 
preparedness measures of 2,820 families in Noakhali. This intervention was supported by German Red Cross under 
the forecast based financing (FBF) programme. Each of the family received 5,000 Bangladeshi Taka (CHF 60) prior 
to TC Mora’s landfall.  
 
Based on the ongoing assessments and the severity of the impact of TC Mora, BDRCS with the support of IFRC will 
be launching an emergency appeal. The plan of action is currently being drafted. 
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Contact information 
For further information specifically related to this operation please contact: 

Bangladesh Red Cross Society: 

 BMM Mozharul Huq, ndc; Secretary General, phone: +88 01811 458500; email: secretarygeneral@bdrcs.org 

 K. Jakaria Khaled, Deputy Secretary General; phone: +018 11 45 8501; email: jakaria.khaled@bdrcs.org 

 Md. Nazmul Azam Khan, Director, disaster response; phone: +880-167-813-5455; email: 
nazmulazam.khan@bdrcs.org  

 

IFRC Bangladesh country office: 

 Azmat Ulla, head of country office; phone: +880-171-152-1615; email:  azmat.ulla@ifrc.org 
Md. Adith Shah Durjoy, senior manager response and organizational development; phone: +880-181-825-
7651; email: adithshah.durjoy@ifrc.org 

 
IFRC Asia Pacific regional office, Kuala Lumpur: 

 Martin Faller, deputy director; email: martin.faller@ifrc.org  

 Mathieu Léonard, operations coordinator; mobile: +60-196-200-357; email: mathieu.leonard@ifrc.org 

 Ezekiel Simperingham, migration coordinator, mobile: +60-192-931-037; email: ezekiel.simperingham@ifrc.org  

 Riku Assamaki, regional logistics coordinator; email:  riku.assamaki@ifrc.org  

 Patrick Fuller, communications manager; mobile: +60-122-308-451; email: patrick.fuller@ifrc.org 

 Clarence Sim, PMER manager, email: clarence.sim@ifrc.org  
 
IFRC Geneva:  

 Susil Perera, senior officer, response and recovery; phone: +41-2-2730-4947; email: susil.perera@ifrc.org  

 Cristina Estrada, response and recovery lead; phone: +41-2-2730-4260; email: cristina.estrada@ifrc.org  

 

 

How we work  
All IFRC assistance seeks to adhere to the Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) in Disaster Relief and the Humanitarian Charter and 

Minimum Standards in Humanitarian Response (Sphere) in delivering assistance to the most vulnerable. The 

IFRC’s vision is to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities by 

National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering, and thereby contributing to the 

maintenance and promotion of human dignity and peace in the world. 

 

 

 

 


