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Hurricane Matthew - Informative Note # 1 
1 October 2016 – 1700 (EST) 

Caribbean - Hurricane Matthew 

Hurricane Matthew remains a powerful category 4 hurricane. As of 1700 EST it is located 13.5° N and 73.4° W, 
some 620 km southeast from Kingston (Jamaica) and 580 km southwest from Port-au-Prince (Haiti) off the 
north-west coast of Venezuela in the Caribbean Sea moving north west at 6 km/h, with maximum sustained 
winds of 240 km/h, according to the National Hurricane Center (NOAA). Hurricane-force winds extend outward 
up to 35 km from the center and tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 335 km. 

Two to four rainfall inches registered on 1 October in Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire; two to four inches in 

Colombia; one to two inches in Venezuela. Matthew is expected to produce total rain accumulations of 15 to 25 

inches over southern Haiti, with possible isolated maximum amounts of 40 inches. This rainfall will likely 

produce life-threatening flash floods and mud slides. 

Map of possible impact zones for Hurricane Matthew in Jamaica, Haiti and Cuba. The areas indicated are 
estimated and only for reference (National Hurricane Center from NOAA and Pacific Disaster Center as of 1 
October 2016 1600 EST). For up-to-date information see real time map available from NOAA. OCHA is monitoring 
the evolution of the hurricane and is in contact with the UN system in the countries at risk. 

Regional Preparedness Actions

 The Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) continues to monitor the hurricane

and provide updates. The Regional Coordination Plan remains activated and the Regional Response

Mechanism (RRM) is still on standby. The CARICOM Disaster Relief Unit (CDRU), the CARICOM Disaster

Assessment and Coordination (CDAC) team and CARICOM Operational Support Team (COST) have been

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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stood down for the Eastern Caribbean, but remain on alert for the impending threat of hurricane Matthew in 

the north western Caribbean. 

 OCHA is deploying United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) teams comprising

assessment and information management specialists to Jamaica and Haiti respectively to support the

United Nations and country teams.

 The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) has pre-positioned

personnel in Jamaica, Haiti and the Dominican Republic as well as stand-by staff and equipment.

 Humanitarian regional partners are monitoring the situation and are in contact with their sub-offices in the

Caribbean. Several have supplies available in the UNHRD (Humanitarian Response Depot) in Panama.

 WFP country offices in Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba are monitoring and UNHRD stocks are
available. WFP has an immediate response account if necessary and technical support teams that can be
deployed in the region.

 The Pan-American Health Organisation (PAHO) is deploying teams to Jamaica and Bahamas, with
additional staff on standby to support public health and medical needs.

National Preparedness Actions 

National Emergency Operations Centres (COE) are active in several Caribbean countries and remain on alert in 

ports and marinas to prevent human and material losses. Please see details below: 

Bahamas 
Matthew is expected to bring strong winds and heavy rain when it passes over the central and southeast Bahamas 

on Wednesday with residents being warned to begin hurricane preparations as soon as possible. The national Red 

Cross Society is making necessary preparations. USAID/OFDA is pre-deploying staff. 
Sources: CNN, IFRC, OCHA 

Cuba 
Cuba declared the first stage of an emergency in five eastern provinces with expected landfall on Tuesday 

morning. In its second largest city, Santiago de Cuba, the Government opened shelters and organized volunteer 

teams to clean storm drains and gather food stocks. A Hurricane Watch from Camaguey province to Guantanamo 

province is in effect as of 17:00 EST. IFRC deployed a delegate from the Norwegian Red Cross. 
Sources: Reuters, IFRC and NHC 

Dominican Republic 

The national Centre for Emergency Operations amplified its warning, placing 10 provinces on red alert (probable 

impact on human health, livelihoods, and infrastructure) and activated the emergency plans of Civil Protection. 

OCHA has alerted the UNCT and preparedness protocols are in place. The National Meteorological Center has 

issued an early warning bulletin. Emergency response protocols at the National Operation Centre were activated 

and communication between Ministries of Public Works and Communications, Transports, Defense/FFAA and 

Presidency Social Plan established. The country is preparing for potential storm surge with 10 to 12 foot waves on 

the Caribbean coast and 6 to 9 foot waves on the Atlantic coast on Monday. 
Sources: OCHA Dominican Republic, COE Government of Dominican Republic 

Haiti 

A hurricane warning is in effect for Haiti from the southern border with the Dominican Republic to Le Mole St. 

Nicholas with landfall expected on Monday. The Interior Minister is to organize a press conference to inform and 

mobilize the Haitian population and partners. The Permanent Secretariat of Risk and Disaster Management 

(SPGRD in French) has activated the National Operation Center for Emergencies Management (COUN in French) 

and launched alert phase 1  - orange level of vigilance (moderate to heavy impact) and activated the National Plan 

for Management of Risks and Disasters (PNGRD in French) to respond to the threat of heavy rains and strong 
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winds as well as the risk of landslides and flooding, especially on the southern peninsula. All maritime activity has 

been prohibited on coastal areas, in particular on the southern peninsula. USAID/OFDA has deployed a response 

team. OCHA is strengthening capacity with an UNDAC deployment (4 UNDAC and 3 AST) to support needs 

assessment and coordination, with a focus on potential flooding on the southern coast.  OCHA Haiti CO has 
initiated  a digital platform on haiti.humantarianresponse.info as one-stop source of data, information and actions by 
national and international entities.
Sources: OCHA Haiti and NHC 

Jamaica 
Hurricane Matthew is predicted to make landfall in Jamaica on Monday morning 3 October, with a dangerous 

combination of high water and exceptionally high waves. The current prediction indicates that the entire country 

could be affected. The Government of Jamaica is on "high alert" and has authorized the activation of local disaster 

management committees. The population is informed about preparedness measures. Evacuation of low-lying areas 

has begun, with an estimated 200,000 persons are at risk. The Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency 

Management (ODPEM) has now moved the activation of the National Emergency Operation Centre to  level 2. The highest 

level of activation is Level 3 which will commence tomorrow, 2 October. Several airlines have canceled their flights to the 

capital, Kingston. USAID/OFDA has pre-deployed staff. Red Cross National Society is preparing a DREF. An 4 

person UNDAC team  supported by Map Action will arrive in country as of 2 October to support the UN and national 

authorities. 
Sources: NHC, CDEMA, Reliefweb, IFRC, La Tribuna, ODPEM 

Impact in Eastern Caribbean (up to 1 October) 
Barbados 

The Government of Barbados has reported that no significant damage has occurred, but advised that ongoing 

assessments continue. The “All Clear” for the island was given and the National Emergency Operations Centre 

(NEOC) was deactivated at 11:30(EST).   
Sources: CDEMA 

Colombia 

The country registered rains accompanied in some cases by thunderstorms and strong winds in the areas of La 

Guajira, Magdalena, Cesar and Atlantic. The IDEAM issued an alarm for the Colombian Caribbean Coast. The 

Early Warning System confirmed that hurricane Matthew has left its first fatality after passing through the Guajira. 

Authorities said at least 18 houses were damaged along the La Guajira peninsula of Colombia, which has been 

suffering from a multi-year drought. The national Red Cross Society is monitoring the situation. 
Sources: NHC, IDEAM, OCHA Colombia, IFRC, Washington Post, El Universal 

Dominica 
The Government has reported that no significant damage has occurred, but advised that ongoing assessments 

continue.  The All-Clear was issued on 29 September.   
Sources: CDEMA 

Saint Lucia 
The island reported major flooding in all quadrants as well as landslides in Ti Kaye in Anse-la-Raye, La Caye, 

Upper Thomazo, and Aux-Lyons in Dennery. Damage Assessments and Needs Analysis (DANA) continue across 

all sectors and communities. Preliminary assessments indicate widespread damage to the agriculture sector. As 

much as 85 per cent of agricultural farms experienced damages.  Road clearance continues as well as the 

restoration of utilities - water, electricity and community services.  
Sources: CDEMA 

haiti.humanitarianresponse.info
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St. Vincent and the Grenadines 

The Government of St. Vincent and the Grenadines gave the ‘all-Clear’ and its NEOC remains partially activated as 

clean-up operations commence and damage assessments continue.   
Sources: CDEMA 

Venezuela 

INAMEH (Spanish acronym) forecasts the hurricane moving away from Venezuelan shores, but rains scattered 

throughout the states Falcón and Zulia, with high speed in the Goajira region could be registered. INAMEH and 

Civil protection continue monitoring vulnerable zones due to changing climate conditions. 
Sources: Resident Coordination Office, UNETT and Humanitarian Country Team 

COORDINATION 

 OCHA ROLAC is in contact with the UN Resident Coordinators and UN Country Teams in Jamaica, 
Dominican Republic and Cuba, as well as with OCHA Haiti and OCHA Colombia.

 The United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) system on alert in the event that 
more international assistance is required.

 OCHA ROLAC convened a meeting with regional humanitarian partners (REDLAC) to share information on 
the situation and any preparedness actions being taken or planned.

 Latest information can be found on redhum.org and reliefweb.int
 In case of staff and/or equipment deployments, please share information to: ocha-rolac@un.org 

More information in the next 24 hours. 

Contact:

Wendy Cue, Head of OCHA Regional Office, cue@un.org Tel: +507-317-1748 Cel: +507-6679-1861 

Jake Morland, OCHA New York, morland@un.org, Cel +1-917287-9494 

mailto:cue@un.org
mailto:morland@un.org
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/huracan-matthew-septiembre-2016
http://reliefweb.int/disaster/tc-2016-000106-lca
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/huracan-matthew-septiembre-2016



