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ERC Amos speaks up for People with 
Disabilities in Emergencies

 “The challenge we face today is to move beyond these words 
and put them into practice,” said Ms. Amos.

Full speech: http://www.unocha.org/top-stories/all-stories/
humanitarian-issues-safeguarding-people-disabilities-during-
emergencies

Yemen: Increased Concern over the Plight of 
Children

On her first official visit to Yemen, the new UNICEF Regional 
Director Maria Calivis voiced grave concern over child 
malnutrition.

“This year alone, half a million children in Yemen are likely to 
die from malnutrition or to suffer lifelong physical and cognitive 
consequences resulting from malnutrition if we don’t take 
action” she said after a two-day visit to Yemen. “Malnutrition 
is preventable. And, therefore, inaction is unconscionable. 
Conflict, poverty and drought, compounded by the unrest 
of the previous year, the high food and fuel prices, and the 
breakdown of social services, are putting children’s health at 
great risks and threatening their very survival.”

With 58 per cent of children stunted, Yemen has the second 
highest rate of chronic malnutrition among children in the 
world after Afghanistan. Acute malnutrition affects as many 
as 30 per cent of children in some parts of the country, close 
to the levels observed in south Somalia, and twice as high as 
the internationally recognized emergency threshold.

WFP reports that in 2012, the food agency will continue to 
support the most vulnerable and the displaced people in 
Yemen. Among the interventions are blanket supplementary 
feeding for children 6-59 months and targeted supplementary 
feeding for pregnant and lactating women.

The Humanitarian Country Team in Yemen has launched the 
2012 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan, seeking US$447 
million to address the acute humanitarian needs of 3.7 million 
people.

http://reliefweb.int/node/472307
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Humanitarian aid workers 
must do more to care 
for the needs of people 
with disabilities during 
emergencies, the UN 
humanitarian chief, 
Valerie Amos, said in her 
keynote address to the 
fifth International Shafallah 
Forum in Doha, Qatar, on 22 
January.

Ms. Amos stressed that while 
“the challenges facing people 

with disabilities in conflict and natural disaster rarely make 
the headlines… we must find ways to meet everyone’s 
needs.”

 During crises, people with disabilities often find themselves 
left aside as others receive help. Ms. Amos warned that in 
the Horn of Africa, children and women with disabilities 
were particularly vulnerable to abuse and exploitation, and 
could be neglected as families made difficult decisions on 
the use of scarce food resources.

Ms. Amos said that in one area of the Philippines, after 
December’s flash flood only 10 per cent of people with 
disabilities found shelter in the evacuation centres, and 
those who got there were often pushed aside by the crowd. 
“If that was the case of any other community, there would be 
outrage,” said Ms. Amos.

In both emergencies, however, she pointed to increasing 
recognition of the issues facing people with disabilities, and 
a shift in thinking among aid workers.

“Whereas organizations might once have resisted special 
treatment for specific groups, today they recognize the 
need for more tailored solutions and are seeking advice on 
how to provide them,” she said.

She cited the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities, which states that “States’ Parties shall take … 
all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety 
of persons with disabilities in… humanitarian emergencies 
and the occurrence of natural disasters.”

Emergency Relief Coordinator 
Valerie Amos at the Shafallah Forum 

in Doha, Qatar. Photo: OCHA
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Food Aid continues in Libya

A World Food Programme (WFP) pilot voucher project is 
expected to begin in Benghazi, Libya, in February. The 
project will allow beneficiaries to exchange a WFP voucher 
for purchases at local markets, and is planned to eventually 
replace general food distributions where conditions and 
funding of the project permit. The project will be rolled out in 
coordination with Libya’s humanitarian arm LibAid and local 
NGO partners.

Food assistance continues in all seven of Benghazi’s 
IDP camps, for over 10,000 individuals. The camps are 
housing displaced persons who fled intense fighting in and 
around Tawergha and Sirte. While fighting has ceased in 
their hometowns, these areas are still under recovery and 
conditions of the homes of some IDPs are unknown. 

Food deliveries totaling more than 1,100 mt have been 
dispatched in January 2012 for Sirte and Misrata, enough 
for some 93,000 IDPs, returnees, third-country nationals and 
vulnerable individuals. Inside Sirte city alone, food support 
benefits some 52,000 people. WFP also continues to provide 
food for over 35,000 IDPs and other vulnerable groups in 
Tripoli through Libya Red Crescent and LibAid. 

UNRWA helps poor Refugees in oPt meet 
basic nutritional Needs

An emergency priority for the UN Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) in the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt) in 2012 
will be to respond to food needs and food insecurity for 
Palestinian refugees.

This year, UNRWA aims to carry out four rounds of food 
distribution to an estimated total of 667,500 poor refugees. 
This will include 300,000 refugees in Gaza considered abject 
poor and living on less than $1.60 a day (the total UNRWA food 
assistance caseload in Gaza is 780, 000 people). In the West 
Bank, interventions will focus on some 30,000 refugees living 
on less than $1.74 a day. Vulnerable groups and refugees 
who have been forcibly displaced will also be included, and 
UNRWA implements a nutritional supplementary school 
feeding programme in the Gaza Strip.

Reduced purchasing power, restrictions on mobility, the 
closure regime and unemployment in oPt continue to have a 
direct impact on people’s ability to meet their basic food needs. 
Higher prices on both food and other daily necessities have 
further eroded vulnerable households’ coping mechanisms. 
According to the 2010 FAO/WFP Socio-Economic and Food 
Security survey, 33 per cent, or 1.43 million people in the oPt, 
are considered food insecure.

UN Humanitarian Chief encourages strong 
Partnership with Oman

Valerie Amos with H.E. General Hassan bin Salem Al-Shoraiqi, Inspector-
General, Police and Customs, and Chairman of the National Committee 
for Civil Defense. Photo: OCHA

Valerie Amos, United Nations Under-Secretary-General for 
Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, 
made her first official visit to the Sultanate of Oman on 23 
January to further strengthen the Sultanate’s humanitarian 
partnership with OCHA. 

“The relationship between Oman and OCHA has developed 
substantially in recent years, and OCHA attaches great 
importance to the increasing role of the Sultanate in regional 
and international humanitarian affairs,” Ms. Amos said. 

“Oman has built a strong national capacity to respond to 
natural disasters and shown its commitment to disaster 
preparedness through a comprehensive reorganization of its 
disaster management and emergency response systems,” 
Ms. Amos said. “Oman has a wealth of experience to share 
with the entire international humanitarian community, and 
OCHA stands ready to support and facilitate any such 
exchange of information and knowledge.” 

Examples of collaboration include a workshop in Muscat in 
January 2010 which established the Regional Humanitarian 
Information Network for the Middle East and Oman’s hosting 
of the UNDAC Induction Course for the Arab World in 
2009, which trained disaster responders from the region in 
humanitarian coordination and assessment. Oman is also 
an active participant in the global International Search and 
Rescue Advisory Group (INSARAG) network of countries 
and organizations dedicated to urban search and rescue 
and operational field coordination. 
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Significant parts of the population therefore rely on assistance 
to meet their most basic nutritional needs. This is particularly 
true of refugees, who persistently experience higher levels of 
unemployment than non-refugees. In the Gaza Strip, 63 per 
cent of refugee households are food insecure or vulnerable 
to food insecurity. In the West Bank, it is four out of ten 
households. These households spend between 52 and 63 per 
cent of their total expenditures on food. 

Each eligible household will receive a parcel of basic 
foodstuffs such as flour, rice, sugar, sunflower oil, whole milk 
and canned meat. The distribution of food assistance will 
enable families to spend scarce resources on other essentials 
such as education and health. UNRWA also implements a 
nutritional supplementary school feeding programme in the 
Gaza Strip. In 2012, this school feeding programme aims to 
reach 221,000 students over the school year. 

This year UNRWA requires US$82 million to meet emergency 
food needs in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Thirty-three per cent, or 1.43 million people in oPt, are considered food 
insecure. Photo: UNRWA.


