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Highlights 
•	 AIDS-related deaths are on the rise among conflict affected people.

•	 An unprecedented displacement of  cattle threatens food security and livelihoods 
throughout the country.

•	 The Humanitarian Response Plan for 2015 aims to reach 4.1 million people with hu-
manitarian assistance to save lives and alleviate suffering, protect rights, and im-
prove self-reliance.

•	 A US $60 million allocation from the South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund kick-
started funding for 2015.

AIDS-related deaths rise among people   
affected by conflict
As the world commemorated World AIDS Day on December 1, South Sudan health partners 
reported an increase in AIDS-related deaths among displaced people, mainly due to com-
plications related to disrupted treatment or limited access to treatment. 

Even before the crisis began, only about 7 per cent of  people who needed treatment for HIV/
AIDS had access to it. This national average was even lower in the three conflict-affected 
states - where just over 1,100 people out of  an estimated 20,700 (5.3 per cent) were able to 
access treatment.

Until the third quarter of  2014, very minimal HIV and tuberculosis treatment services were 
available to displaced people. About 15 per cent of  tuberculosis patients are also living with 
HIV. Tuberculosis is itself  a major public health problem in South Sudan, with prevalence at 
257 per 100,000 people in 2012.

In September 2014, WHO deployed a team of  clinicians to support HIV treatment in Ming-
kaman, Bor, Malakal and Bentiu on a roving basis. The team is working with health partners 
on the ground to build capacity for HIV treatment, preventing mother to child transmission, 
voluntary counselling and testing, and HIV commodity management. So far the programme 
has reached 62 displaced people living with HIV are receiving anti-retroviral therapy and 
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A woman in Nimule, Eastern Equatoria, is tested for HIV/AIDS. Credit: © UNAIDS.
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another 197 are receiving pre-antiretroviral therapy care, mainly at Awerial and Bor. Other 
displaced people in Juba and Nimule have also been able to resume HIV treatment, although 
the numbers still remain very low. 

The majority of  the over 1,100 people who had been receiving HIV treatment in Jonglei, Unity, 
and Upper Nile prior to the crisis are still at large. Overall, UNAIDS estimates that at least 
25,000 people living with HIV are directly affected by the conflict. They urgently  need access 
to HIV treatment, care and support services. More resources and partnerships are required 
to provide this lifesaving support.

Livestock displacement threatens food security

The mass displacement of  cattle due 
to the conflict is increasing social ten-
sion and the spread of  livestock dis-
ease – both of  which may affect long 
term food security, warns the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) in a re-
cent report: http://bit.ly/1BufZtl

Millions of  cattle have moved into the 
Equatorias, the Bahr el Ghazals, and 
the northeastern part of  Upper Nile 
State during 2014.

Normally, livestock move in seasonal 
patterns. When it is rainy, herders take 
their animals to high ground. When the 
dry season comes, they return to the 
lowlands. The conflict has disrupted 
these traditional patterns. Pastoralists 
fled to new areas, seeking safety and 
grazing land. In some cases, the arrival 
of  large numbers of  pastoralists to ag-
ricultural areas has caused tensions to 
spill over into violence.

The displacement also means animals 
are confined to smaller areas – increas-
ing the likelihood of  disease. 

Diseases that used to be present only 
in the Equatorias are now appearing 
in the Bahr el-Ghazals, namely East 
Coast Fever, Foot and Mouth Disease, 
and trypanosomiasis.

 With veterinary services very weak due 
to logistics - notably the lack of  a reliable cold chain- and a lack of  human resources, partners 
struggle to support animal welfare. While numbers are difficult to come by, some communities 
claim they have already lost up to half  their animals to disease.

In South Sudan, cattle are eaten only in extreme circumstances. More often, they are used 
as wealth and assets, sold for cash or bartered for foodstuffs. Their milk is also consumed by 
children and pregnant women. Given this, the displacement of  millions of  animals is a major 
threat to people’s food security, livelihoods, and nutrition.

To respond, partners are scaling up ongoing support, particularly by using solar technology 
to strengthen cold-chain system for transporting livestock vaccines, and by expanding com-
munity based health support and disease surveillance.

Even before the 
crisis, only 5.3 per 
cent of people who 
needed HIV/AIDS 
support in Upper 
NIle, Jonglei, and 
Unity had access

A cattle camp in Awerial. Credit: © FAO.



Dry season is an opportunity to reach more people 
with assistance
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Sources: FAO/WFP Crop and Food Supply Assessment Mission Reports 2010-14; IPC Alert South Sudan September 2014
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Aid agencies aim to reach 4.1 million people 
with humanitarian assistance in 2015

Aid agencies launched the South 
Sudan Humanitarian Response 
Plan (HRP) for 2015. The full docu-
ment can be found here: http://j.
mp/SouthSudanHRP. 

Some 6.4 million people will be 
in stressed, crisis, or emergency 
phases of  food insecurity between 
January and March 2015. Some 
1.95 million people ware projected 
to be internally displaced inside 
the country in 2015. High rates of  
disease will continue to stress the 
public health infrastructure.

The plan aims to reach some  4.1 
million people with humanitarian 
assistance, and appeals for $1.8 
billion to do so. Of  this, $600 mil-
lion is urgently needed in the first 
two months of  2015 in order to 
take maximum advantage of  the 
dry season to reach more people 
in need.

$600 million is 
needed by the end 
of February
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$60 million allocation from the CHF
The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) has allocated $60 million to get the humanitar-
ian response for 2015 off  to a timely start. The money will support aid agencies to take 
maximum advantage of  the onset of  South Sudan’s dry season, during which aid agen-
cies plan to use roads to deliver aid to as many people as possible.

“Thanks to donors, this CHF allocation allows humanitarian partners to hit the ground 
running from 1 January,” said Toby Lanzer, the Humanitarian Coordinator in South Sudan. 
“However, it is only 10 per cent of  the $600 million we need by the end of  February if  we 
are to save more lives and reach all people in acute need in early 2015,” he continued.

The largest portion of  the CHF funding will support non-food items and emergency shel-
ter, water and sanitation, and livelihood supplies. Seeds and tools must be in the right 
locations by April so that communities can make the most of  the planting season. With 
a projected 2.5 million people facing food insecurity between January and March, such 
support is critical. Funding will also go toward camp coordination, education, emer-
gency telecommunications, health, logistics, and protection.

The South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund is a multi-donor pooled fund established 
in 2012. Since the current crisis began, the CHF has allocated $194.5 million in South 
Sudan. Current donors include: Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

This CHF allocation comes as aid agencies in South Sudan are appealing for $1.81 
billion dollars for 2015 to support 4.1 million people in need. With more timely funding 
available at the outset of  2015, aid agencies would be well positioned to meet the most 
acute needs.

This report was pre-
pared by the OCHA 
South Sudan office in 
collaboration with hu-
manitarian partners. For 
inputs to the next edition 
or questions/comments 
on the current issue, 
please contact: Jennifer 
Paton at patonj@un.org 


