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Assessments gauge the level of humanitarian needs  
Parts of the country continued to receive the seasonal belg/gu/ganna/sugum rains, 
although varying in distribution and amount. Worrying food and nutritional situations were 
reported from areas receiving inadequate rainfall, including severe water and pasture 
shortages, deteriorating livestock body condition In Somali region, an emergency meeting 
called by the regional DPPB on 24 April discussed the concerning humanitarian situation 
in areas affected by the prolonged dry season. Areas of particular concern were Afder 
(Dolo Bay woreda); Doolo (Bokh and Geladi woredas); Fafan; Jarar (Asare, Daror, 
Geshamo woredas); Korahe (Debewein, Kebridehar woredas); Liben (Dolo Ado woreda); 
Nogob (Kubi, Legahida, Meyu Muluke, Salahad woredas); Shebelle (Ferfer, Kelafo, 
Mustahil woredas); and Siti zones. A rapid assessment from 28 April to 5 May gauged the 
level of needs and will inform response plans. A similar humanitarian situation was 
reported from Amhara region, particularly Minjar Shenkora woreda of North Shewa zone 
and East Belessa woreda of North Gonder zone. Results of an assessment conducted by 
regional and zonal authorities will be shared in the coming days to initiate action.   
 
Additional woredas report drought conditions 
In Oromia region, water and pasture shortages continued in Arsi, West Arsi, Bale, East 
and West Hararge zones. Worsening food insecurity were reported by Boset and Fentale 
woredas of East Shewa zone. To respond to the increasing needs, one water truck 
deployed by the East Shewa Zonal Water Bureau provided water to affected communities 
for the past three weeks. The Bureau started de-silting activities on abandoned irrigation 
canals in Fentale woreda. In a show of corporate-social responsibility, the Metehara 
Sugar Factory in Fentale woreda deployed one water truck for surrounding communities. 
The factory also distributed livestock fodder for affected households. Water shortages 
were also reported in parts of SNNPR. More water trucks are needed to fully meet the 
water needs.   For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 
Situation expected to deteriorate during the hunger season 
The number of March 
admissions of severely 
malnourished children (SAM) to 
Therapeutic Feeding Program 
(TFP) was still being compiled. 
Even with an average of 55 per 
cent reporting rate (far below 
the required above 80 per cent 
reporting), data point to a 
deteriorating nutrition situation 
in parts of the country. Spikes 
in malnutrition were registered 
in Arsi West Arsi, lowlands of 
Bale, East and West Hararge 
zones of Oromia and parts of 
SNNP, especially Sidama and 
Wolayita zones. With belg rains 
still limited in distribution and 
quantity, spikes in malnutrition 
are expected during the April-
June hunger season. 
DRMFSS’s Emergency 
Nutrition Coordination Unit 
(ENCU) was looking for alternative sources to cover funding gaps for nutrition responses. 
Preventing the spread of the on-going measles outbreaks, especially to nutrition hotspot 
priority 1 and 2 woredas was also a priority.  Reportedly, there are 131 measles outbreak 
sites. Of the more than 4,000 confirmed measles cases in 2015, 88 per cent were from 
Oromia region (see map. Source: Fews Net-food security outlook map; WHO – measles 
data). For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues: 
 
 The International 

Organization for 
Migration (IOM) assisted 
494 Ethiopian migrants 
return from Yemen and 
those stranded on the 
way to Yemen, including 
25 unaccompanied 
minors (UAM). Together 
with partners, IOM 
conducts family tracing 
for the UAMs and 
provides transportation 
and re-integration fee.   

   
 More spikes in 

malnutrition are 
expected during the 
April-June hunger 
season.  

 
HRD Funding Status 
 Of US$386.4 million 
requested to meet 
humanitarian needs in 
2015, 41 per cent were 
covered as of mid-April 
(see below graph for 
break-down by sector). 
US$34.2 million is 
urgently needed to 
address priority needs in 
the food, nutrition and 
health sectors.  


