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Dengue fever confirmed in Gode town 
Since 27 May, 190 cases of acute febrile illness suspected to be dengue fever were 
reported in Gode town Somali region, the majority (52 per cent) women. Sixty eight per 
cent of the cases were between the ages of 15 and 45 years of age. The Ethiopian Public 
Health Institute (EPHI) deployed an assessment team on 8 July and was joined by WHO 
on 11 July. The team conducted a dengue fever outbreak investigation, in collaboration 
with the Somali Regional Health Bureau and Gode City Administration Health Office. As 
of 13 July, 11 cases were confirmed positive for dengue by the national laboratory, with 
no deaths.    
 
The Government, together with WHO are strengthening prevention and control measures 
to curb the spread of the outbreak, including enhanced surveillance and case 
management, household vector control and community awareness. For more information, 
contact who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
  

Relief food update 
Limited truck available to transport supplies from the port and to respective warehouses 
was partly responsible for the delays in the relief food response during the first half of the 
year. The logistical hurdle is expected to ease during the second half of 2015. WFP is 
working with donors to increase last quarter contributions to preposition food stocks in 
Ethiopia for the first quarter of 2016.  
 
As of 29 July, the second round relief food ration was 87 per cent dispatched and 84 per 
cent distributed countrywide. The distribution of the third round started in mid-July, and 
was 33 per cent distributed as of 29 July. JEOP started the dispatch of the fourth round in 
four prioritized woredas of Waghimra zone (Amhara region), and pre-positioned fifth 
round supplies for Sekota and Sehala woredas of Waghimra zone. For more information, 
contact wfp.addiababa@wfp.org      
 
Rainfall update 
Good rains in recent weeks improved water availability in half of the woredas of Amhara 
region; localized heavy rains are expected to cause flooding and increase the risk for 
water-related disease outbreaks in parts of North Wollo and North Shewa zones. 
Additional WaSH supplies are needed for pre-positioning in the flood-prone areas.    
 
Water shortages continued in parts of Arsi, Bale, East Shewa and East and West Hararge 
zones of Oromia region. Some 95,000 people in 44 kebeles of Siti zone (Somali region) 
require immediate water trucking support; 186 out of the 817 kebeles in the region are at 
high risk of water shortage. Recent rains in parts of SNNPR did not refill surface water 
sources and communities turned to unprotected water sources. Water treatment 
chemicals need to be distributed to these communities.       
 
Of the 10 water trucks requested by the Oromia region, two trucks provided water in 
Kumbi and Meyu woredas of East Hararge zone. In SNNPR, water trucks supported more 
than 20,000 people in Mareko woreda of Gurage zone. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org    

 
139,000 Eritrean refugees hosted in northern Ethiopia   
Some 157 Eritrean refugees arrived in northern Ethiopia daily. In the second week of 
July, 787 new arrivals were registered, the majority were students (426 people), 
unaccompanied (131 children) and separated (3 children) children. High levels of 
secondary movement are estimated to have reduced the refugee population to less than 
a third of the registered 139,000. Ethiopia is the largest refugee-hosting country in Africa 
and the fifth largest in the world with nearly 705,000 refugees, including 281,514 South 
Sudanese, 247,706 Somalis, 139,039 Eritreans, 36,863 Sudanese and refugees from 
other countries. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
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