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US$174 million urgently required to meet increased needs 
As of mid-August, the humanitarian requirements mid-year review was 60 per cent 
funded. Following a failed belg season, US$174 million is urgently required to meet the 
increased needs including $110 million to meet the food needs of 4.5 million people; and 
$64 million for emergency needs in the nutrition, WaSH, health, agriculture and education 
sectors during the remainder of 2015. Food insecurity will remain a concern in 
belg/gu/ganna/sugum-receiving southern, central, eastern and north-eastern Ethiopia 
until the next belg harvest in June 2016.  Un-interrupted and timely assistance over the 
next months is vital for vulnerable households in these areas. A revised nutrition hotspot 
list is being finalized and will be released soon.    
 
Additional funds required to pre-position supplies for early 2016 
Additional funds are also needed to address the extended impact of El Niño, into 2016. 
The El Niño continues to affect the June-September kiremt rains. The season is expected 
to be below normal, despite improvements in rainfall performance since end-July, as per 
the characterization of El Niño. This will significantly reduce the major harvest (meher) for 
much of the country in October/November. A reduced meher harvest following a failed 
belg season will compound the dire food security in vulnerable areas. Funds are needed 
now to pre-position supplies in-country to enable a timely response in January 2016. On 
average, the procurement and transportation lead-times for relief food supplies is three 
months; and the procurement and transportation lead-time for nutrition supplies, including 
RUTF needed for the management of severe acute malnutrition is 4 - 5 months.  For 
more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
  

Urgent measles vaccination needs 
The Ministry of Health plans to vaccinate 5.3 million children under-5 in nutrition hotspot 
priority 1 and 2 woredas for measles, given the higher morbidity and mortality should the 
measles outbreak expand in nutrition hotspot woredas. The Ministry solicited UNICEF’s 
support for the vaccination campaign at an estimated $5.5 million. In 2015, more than 
15,000 suspected measles cases were reported and more than 7,000 confirmed positive, 
the majority in Oromia region. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 

El Niño and flood risks  
An El Niño year is characterized by a significant reduction of the June - September kiremt 
rains’ performance. Conversely, an El Niño year also causes localized unseasonal heavy 
rains in October-December 2015, increasing flood risks in areas along river banks, and 
threatening to further reduce the meher harvest.  
 

Flood-induced displacements 
may occur in the next four 
months, especially in woredas 
along Awash River in Afar and 
Oromia regions; along Shebelle 
and Genale Rivers in Somali 
region; and Oromia zone of 
Amhara region (see map for flood 
prone woredas). Regional 
authorities are urged to closely 
monitor these areas and conduct 
flood mitigation and preparedness 
measures.  The national flood 
taskforce was reactivated. For 
more information, contact ocha-
eth@un.org    

Key Issues 
 Additional funds are 

needed now to address 
the impacts of El Niño and 
pre-position supplies in 
Ethiopia for the first 
quarter of 2016.  

 
 The Ministry of Health 

urgently needs US$5.5 
million to vaccinate 5.3 
million children under-5 in 
nutrition hotspot priority 1 
and 2 woredas. 

 
  The national flood 

taskforce is working on 
the September flood 
forecast and emergency 
supply needs for pre-
positioning. 

 

 
 


