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Drought conditions in parts of Afar, Amhara, SNNP and Somali 
Following the late onset and poor and irregular belg rainfall in the early months of the 
season, good rains in May and June improved water and pasture availability in parts of 
the country, especially in Oromia region. Drought conditions continue in parts of Afar, 
Amhara, SNNP and Somali regions. The Afar Regional Water Bureau has dispatched 10 
water trucks to support communities in seven drought-affected woredas. Similarly, the 
Amhara Regional Water Bureau is supporting water trucking operations in East Belessa 
and Minjar Shenkora woredas. Twelve woredas of SNNP and parts of Siti zone of Somali 
region require water trucking interventions. The belg/gu rains are expected to gradually 
withdraw starting from July. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 
The mid-year review progressing on schedule 
The improved rainfall performance will not significantly improve the belg harvest.  
Increased requests for ad-hoc relief food assistance in the past months are indicative of a 
deepening food insecurity and rising malnutrition. The mid-year needs assessment, which 
started in Somali region on 8 June and elsewhere in the country on 22/23 June, will 
quantify the increased needs. The assessment is scheduled to end on 3 July. For more 
information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 
The HRF responds to rising needs, despite limited resources 
On 26 June, OCHA’s Humanitarian Response Fund (HRF) released a call for proposal in 
support of the deepening food insecurity and rising malnutrition across the country. The 
Fund allocated US$4 million, the bulk is expected to be directed to support Community 
Based Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM). Responses in hotspot priority one 
woredas (as per the May hotspot classification) will be highly prioritized, even though 
interventions in Priority two woredas may be considered, if justified. Partners are urged to 
refer to the call for proposal document for further detail on eligibility prior to processing 
applications. For more information, contact hrf-eth@un.org  
 

FEWS NET projects a poor kiremt season  
According to the Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), current weather patterns and projections point 
to an increased likelihood for a near normal to below normal 
kiremt (June-September) season in most kiremt benefitting 
areas. Normal to above normal rainfall is expected in 
western Ethiopia (see map. Source: ICPAC).  The on-going 
El Niño phenomenon will continue to negatively affect rainfall 
patterns throughout the year (90 per cent probability) and 
through the first half of 2016 (85 per cent probability). 
 

The season’s performance will negatively impact meher 
seasonal agricultural activities, as well as water and pasture 
availability in parts of western, eastern, north eastern and 

central Ethiopia. For more information, contact fews.ethiopia@fews.net 
 

Delays in relief operation  
As of 24 June, 50 per cent of second round relief food supplies were dispatched and 30 
per cent distributed. Despite efforts to overcome logistical bottlenecks, limited truck 
availability to move relief food supplies continue to delay the relief operation. The Food 
Management Taskforce, which is the forum responsible for improving the relief food 
system, has yet to be activated.  For more information, contact wfp.addiababa@wfp.org      

Key Issues: 
 More support needed to 

address the deteriorating 
humanitarian context in 
the country. The net 2015 
HRD requirement is still at 
41 per cent funded. The 
relief food caseload is 
likely to increase following 
the mid-year review.  

 
 Limited truck availability to 

move relief food supplies 
continue to delay the relief 
operation.   

 
Relief food status 
(as of 24 June 2015) 

 

 
 

 


