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HIGHLIGHTS 
 Between 15 and February 18, 

Port-au-Prince saw a dramatic 

new wave of forced evictions. 

 Food insecurity persists. 

 Nationwide lull in new cholera 

outbreaks, but health actors 

remain vigilant. 

 The European Union   disburses 

an additional €23.5 million for 

the reconstruction and 

development of neighborhoods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING NEEDS 

$144 million 
requested in 2013 (US$) 

 

6%  

funded 

 
 

 

IDPs face a dramatic new wave of forced 
evictions in Port au Prince 
Forced evictions in Pétion-ville and Carrefour between February 15 
and 18  

 
Some 1,000 families were forcibly evicted from camps 
for internally displaced people (IDPs) in metropolitan 
Port-au-Prince. From 15 to 18 February, IDPs from the 
Acra 1, 2 and Gaston Margron camps were subjected 
to intimidation and violence with tents and shacks 
were torched. At Accra 1 one person was killed prior to 
the evictions and, at Gaston Margron, some children 
were beaten by armed men.  
 
During a joint assessment visit to Acra 1 camp on 
Wednesday, 20 February, OCHA and IOM staff 
witnessed the remains of the destroyed shelters, some 

of them still smoldering. Only two large tents serving as churches remained.  
 
Several witnesses said the evictions from Acra 1 camp were carried out by a group of 
men armed with machetes and hammers, who set fire to the camp on Saturday 16 
February.  As a result, a baby was severely burned. "While some families tried to come 
back to the camp on Monday 18 February the attackers returned and restarted fires that 
eventually burned the remaining tents. There is nothing here. “Most families have left,” 
said an official from the Government’s Civil Protection Directorate, in charge of 
overseeing the camps.  
 
“For some time, we have faced threats to our lives here," said a camp resident to OCHA, 
"but now we do not know where to go. There is nothing here now, and nobody is helping 
us. These men are heartless.  I have three children. I do not know what will become of 
us." Twenty tents were also burned in Acra 2 camp.  
 
 
On February 15 a similar incident happened at Camp Gaston Margron (Carrefour 
commune). A group of men armed with machetes and pickaxes destroyed 134 tents and 
wrought violence on the dwellers. The camp population threw stones and bottles at the 
attackers who responded with gunfire. Four children were severely injured. The 
landowner had threatened the camp residents previously when the IDPs refused a cash 
offer to leave.  
 
According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 963 families (4,700 
people) lived in Acra 1 camp.  Acra 2 camp housed 477 families while 881 families (3,376 
individuals) lived in Gaston Margron at the time of the attacks. 
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“These men are 
heartless.  I have 

three children. I do 
not know what will 

become of us.” 

Source: OCHA/ Schneiter, Acra 1 
Camp burnt, Feb. 2013 

 

“The acting SRSG and 

Humanitarian Coordinator 

Ross Mountain expressed 

the humanitarian 

community’s grave concern 

regarding the violence used 

by the perpetrators of these 

evictions.” 
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The practice of forced eviction is a violation of the right of 
adequate housing and may lead to violations of civil and 
political rights such as the right to life, security, respect 
for private and family life.  
 
During a meeting with H.E. Rose Anne Auguste, Minister 
for Human Rights and the Fight against Extreme 
Poverty, the acting SRSG and Humanitarian Coordinator 
Ross Mountain expressed the humanitarian community’s 
grave concern regarding the violence used by the 
perpetrators of these evictions. The Minister explained 
that an investigation had been opened to establish the 
circumstances of the incidents and identify the 
perpetrators. The Minister also stressed that President 

Martelly had on several occasions condemned forced evictions and that the Government-
designed 16/6 approach for camp closure remains the way forward. 
 
A number of forced evictions of persons living in temporary camps erected since the 
January 2010 earthquake have taken place, particularly from camps sited on private land. 
The camp population peaked in July 2010, when 1.5 million people resided in camps. 
Since then, the number has declined by 77 per cent, to 347,000. The humanitarian 
community in Haiti estimates that over 66,000 IDPs (in 150 camps) have been victims of 
forced evictions since July 2010. Currently, some 73,000 people – more than 20 per cent 
of the total displaced population of 347 000 – are estimated to be at risk of eviction from 
87 sites. 

Food insecurity persists, likelihood of better 
harvest as from May  

 
Despite the difficult food situation in the 
country, some regions expect some 
improvement in a few months 
 
The southern peninsula, Sud-est and Nord-ouest 
departments as well as Ile de la Gonâve will continue to 
face high levels of food insecurity until May, according to 
the CNSA, the National Commission on Food Security. 
Decline in agricultural activities, the main source of 
income for the poorest in Haiti, coupled with the reduction 
of secondary sources of revenue, has led to a 15 to 20 
per cent reduction in the income of poor households in 
some areas, causing them to resort increasingly to the 
sale of charcoal, buying on credit and internal migration.  
 
The population in the agricultural dry lands and fishing 
areas are increasingly moving from a situation of food 
stress to a food crisis phase.  

 
Although the price of basic imported foodstuff remains generally stable, an increase in the 
price of local products is clearly noticeable. For example, the price of corn and black 
beans increased by 30 and 40 per cent respectively between December 2012 and 
December 2011. 
 
Without coordinated and targeted support, even good rainfall will still result in a reduction 
of food stocks in the planted areas, especially in the dry farm lands and agro-pastoral 
zones.  

Source: OCHA/ Schneiter, Acra 
1 Camp burnt, Feb. 2013 
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Partially evicted

In mediation

Evicted
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Source: CCCM Cluster/Evictions- 
August 2012 
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2.1million in food insecurity

1,092,000 (52%)

1,008,000 (48%)

1,500,000
people in rural areas

600,000
people in urban areas

Disaggregated data:

Source: GTSAN (Food Security 
Working Group) 

KEY FIGURES 

 

Number of IDPs in 
camps 
Source: DTM, 
December, 2012. 

347, 284  

Cumulative 
cholera cases 
Source : MSPP, 15 
January, 2013. 

639,997 

Fatalities  
Source : MSPP, 15 
January, 2013. 

7,965  
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Forecasts by CNSA for the period of January to June 
2013 predict that early harvests of some crops (beans, 
vegetables, fruits, etc) in May will improve the level of 
food security in the country. 
 
After widespread crop losses in 2012 due to the 
impact of drought and storms Isaac and Sandy, 
agricultural activities have begun again in some parts 
of the country – including Haut Plateau, Vallée de 
l’Artibonite, Sud-est department and some communes 
in the Nord-est department - ahead of the rainy 
season which begins in April. Despite lower 
productivity at the national level, availability and 
accessibility of seeds, fertilizers and irrigation water in 
Bas Artibonite communes as well as in the Nord 
department and Bas Plateau areas have further 
increased the likelihood of a good or even above-
average harvest. 
 
 

Nationwide lull in new cholera outbreaks, but 
health actors remain vigilant 

 
Recent data show a decline in new cholera cases. According to the 
Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP), there were 4,783 
new cases between mid-January and mid-February, a decrease of 56 
per cent compared to the previous reporting period (mid-December 
2012 to mid-January 2013). Similarly, the number of deaths 
decreased to 39 during this period, compared with 145 between 17 
December 2012 and 17 January 2013 equal to a 73 per cent 
decrease.  
 
"This is certainly a natural evolution given the low rainfall and dry 
season,” said Dr. Alonso, the coordinator of the Health Cluster 

(PAHO/WHO).    “After the rise in new cases in November and December, the MSPP and 
the humanitarian community increased humanitarian assistance to the 
affected areas, leading to better control of the epidemic. Now we are a 
bit concerned by the next rainy season," Dr. Alonso added.  
 
Comparison with February 2012 data shows that the number of 
reported cases is still higher in February 2013 than a year ago:  the 
Centre department has seen an increase of 67 per cent during this 
period, while the Artibonite and Ouest departments have seen 

increases of 38 per cent and 35 per cent respectively. Donors, the MSPP and medical 
NGOs remain vigilant. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Increased 
humanitarian 

assistance  has led 
to better control of 

the epidemic 

Source: MSPP, 
PAHO/WHO. 
CTC Cholera 
Treatment Center, 
UTC Cholera 
Treatment Unit, 
CDTA Treatment 
Center of Acute 
Diarrhea 

647,530
Cumulative cholera cases
(Oct. 10 - 17 Feb. 13)

8,028
Number of deaths
(Oct. 10 - 17 Feb. 13)

77 CTDA

20 CTC

71 UTC

81,600 Children under

61,200(4%)

Acute Malnutrition (MAM)

Acute Malnutrition (SAM)

20,400(1.1%)

=

Source: GTSAN (Food Security 
Working Group) 
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National Plan for the eradication of cholera 
 
On Wednesday February 27, the Minister of Public 
Health and Population Ms. Duperval Florence 
Guillaume unveiled a national plan for the 
eradication of cholera in Haiti, in the presence of 
the acting Special Representative of the UN 
Secretary General, Mr. Nigel Fisher and partners 
as CDC (Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention) and WHO/ PAHO. The U.S.$2 bilion 
plan, which spans 10 years, focuses mainly on 
improving access to potable water, waste 
management, health education campaigns and 
awareness across the country.   

 
"We will work to achieve concrete results. For this we will continue to vaccinate children 
and maintain epidemiological surveillance in the country,” explained Minister Guillaume. 
Mr. Fisher welcomed "the determination of the Haitian government in the fight against 
cholera… I reaffirm the commitment of the UN to eradicate cholera on the island. I am 
convinced that together we can meet this challenge. " 

 

International donors commit additional funds 
to Haiti 
 
The European Union disburses an additional Euro€23.5 million for 
the reconstruction and development of neighborhoods 
 
The European Union has granted Euro€23.5 million to Haiti for the second phase of the 
reconstruction and development of neighborhoods support programme, which is aimed at 
facilitating the return of affected populations. This new allocation is in addition of the 
previous Euro€33.7 million funding. This program promotes housing repairs and 
reconstruction in five districts of the capital and rural areas through the integrated 
“neighborhood housing” approach, which will also provide basic infrastructure and 
services. 
 
The programme also aims to strengthen the role of communities in the development of 
their neighborhoods, while increasing public sector involvement in reconstruction. The 
reconstruction and development of neighborhoods program has also received Euro€10.5 
million co-financing from the French Development Agency and Euro€200,000 from UN 
Habitat. 
 

Evaluation of the response to the 2012 
hurricane season 
 

Despite progress made in responding to emergencies, much remains 
to be done 
 
The Civil Protection Directorate (DPC) recently hosted a workshop on lessons learned 
from the previous hurricane season. 2012 was marked by two major storms, Isaac and 
Sandy, which had serious impact on agriculture, infrastructure and human life. 
The workshop brought together participants from government ministries, the humanitarian 
community, the private sector and civil society, to conduct an overall assessment of 

Sectors and clusters 
have developed an 

inter-sectoral 
coordination plan 

Source: MSPP, PAHO/WHO 
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preparedness and response actions carried out by the National System for Disaster and 
Risk Management (SNGRD) at national and local levels. 

 
In all, eight emergency simulation exercises, eight 
field tours and nine training workshops were 
carried out to test the response capabilities of 
departmental emergency operations centers 
(COUD).  
 
 
However, major weaknesses were also identified 
in aspects of the emergency response. These 
included insufficient human resources in 
coordination and information management; 
inadequate financial and logistical resources, the 

lack of coverage for the dissemination of warning messages in some areas, the use of 
French instead of Kréyol in warning messages, and the lack of attention to protection 
needs in shelters.  
 
As part of its efforts to improve effective response in risk and emergency management, 
the United Nations and its humanitarian partners have continued to build the capacity of 
national authorities to coordinate humanitarian activities and to transfer these functions 
gradually to national coordination mechanisms. 
 
Sectors and clusters, in collaboration with their national counterparts, have drafted plans 
to facilitate the transition of their responsibilities, while OCHA, UNDP, the DPC and the 
Permanent Secretariat for the Management of Risks and Disasters (SPGRD) have 
developed an inter-sectoral coordination plan to this end.  

 
 
 
 

Source: World Bank, CNGIS March 

2010 

Source: Logistics Cluster, CNGIS 2011 
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For further information, please contact:  

George Ngwa Anuongong, Chief, Communications section, ngwaanuongong@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5192 
Guillaume Schneiter, Reporting Officer, schneiterg@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5758 

Rachelle Elien, Public Information Officer, elien@un.org, Tel. (509) 3702 5177 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at haiti.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 
Concerns about the living conditions of 
senior citizens 
 
Survey finds large majority of elderly people have no access to 
humanitarian assistance 
 
According to a survey by HelpAge International on the living conditions of the elderly in 
Haiti, very few laws specifically governing the situation of senior citizens exist. It shows 
that Haiti’s National Old Age Insurance agency (ONA), a public authority created to 
improve the living conditions of senior citizens through insurance and pension schemes, 
covers only 0.36 per cent of the elderly. 
 
15.9 per cent of respondents rely on help from their relatives abroad, 14.2 per cent 
depend on farming and 3.1 per cent live on some form of retirement benefits. 
 
Of those surveyed, 12.9 per cent of the urban population and 18.5 per cent of rural 
residents said they usually do not benefit from actions aimed at mitigating the vulnerability 
of the elderly.  
 
Overall, approximately 70 per cent of the urban and 80 per cent of the rural elderly 
population feel they do not have access to humanitarian assistance. This rises to 100 per 
cent in the Sud-est and Nippes departments. 
 

In brief 

United Nations Volunteers Executive Programme 
Coordinator visits Haiti 
 
The Executive Coordinator of United Nations Volunteers, Richard Dictus, ended a three-
day visit to Haiti, on February 20, 2013, during which he visited a SONUB maternity 
hospital and three other projects in which UNVs are involved. There are some 250 United 
Nations Volunteers in Haiti.  
 
"It is largely because of the importance of volunteering in this country that the UNV 
Executive Coordinator - freshly installed in office - chose Haiti for his first official visit," 
said Isabelle Blanc, a UNV advocacy Project Officer attached to MINUSTAH. A mapping 
of UNVs is being prepared that will enable the tracking, boosting of links between them 
and recognition of their work.  
 

 

The National 
Insurance Agency for 
the Elderly (ONA) 
covers only 0.36 per 
cent of the elderly 

mailto:ngwaanuongong@un.org
mailto:schneiterg@un.org
http://haiti.humanitarianresponse.info/
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
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On the night of 24 to 25 August 
Tropical Storm Isaac killed 24 
people, injured 42 with 3 missing, 
destroyed/damage 1,005 houses 
and a�ected 8,189 families.

The earthquake  of 12 January displaced 
more than 2.1 million people and destroyed/damaged 
about 175,682 homes. More than 217,300 people were 
killed and about 300,600 injured.

The �rst cholera  case was 
con�rmed on 19 October 
2010 in Centre department.

On the night of 4 to 5 November
Hurricane Tomas  killed 21 people, 
destroyed/ damaged 6,340 houses 
and a�ected 6,610 families.  

23 to 30 October Hurricane Sandy 
killed 54 people, injured 21 with 20 
missing, destroyed 6,274 houses, 
damaged 21,427 houses and 
a�ected 39, 058 families.

Haiti: Humanitarian Snapshot (as of March 2013)

Port-au-Prince

 
 

1,5 million IDPs

1,555 Camps

Number of IDPs in camps 

347,284
Number of sites 

450
Jul. 2010 Dec. 2012

                   

78,175 IDPs face eviction threats in 121 camps

81,600 Children under �ve with acute malnutrition

347,000 IDPs still in Camps need assistance and sustainable solutions 118,000 potential new cholera cases in 2013

More than 50% of communes were a�ected by Hurricane 
Sandy and Tropical Storm Isaac and �oods in Nord department

Temporarily resolved

Resolved

Partially evicted

In mediation

Evicted
39%

33%

15%

4%

9%

1

2.1 million people face severe food insecurity and risk facing a 
      nutritional crisis

3 4
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347,284 IDPs  for 87,750 HH

180,182
167,102

=

=

=

2,100,000

Food security priority 
areas

1,092,000 (52%)

1,008,000 (48%)

Areas with IDPs sites

Population movement
after 12 January 2010
Earthquake

HH=House Hold

Port-au-Prince

Population across the country now facing a myriad of 
threats to their food security:

- Reduced access to food (due to increased prices of  
  staples in local markets)
- USD 254 million in losses were registered in the agricultural 
  sector (drought, TS Isaac and Hurricane Sandy)
- Decreased job opportunities, livelihoods lost
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Medium
Low61,200

Children under �ve 
with Moderate Acute
Malnutrition (MAM) 

Children under �ve 
with Severe Acute
Malnutrition (SAM) 

20,400

Port-au-Prince

Level of cholera 
vulnerability 
per commune
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International organisations

Nat. NGOs + Private+ Govt.

Inter. NGOs

UN Agencies

Partners’ presence in Haiti from 2010 to 2012

Humanitarian funding in Haiti from 2010 to 2013

(Partners registered with OCHA 
and the cluster system in Haiti)

Areas a�ected 
Landslide areas 
Blocked road reported
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TS Isaac’s path
(Aug. 2012)
Hurricane Sandy’s
path(Oct. 2012)

$70 million in agricultural 
losses caused by TS Isaac. 

$104 million in losses 
from Hurricane Sandy
in agriculture 

71,400 new IDPs from 
Hurricane Sandy

Impact of Sandy and Isaac

Residual humanitarian needs for 2013 ( assistance to IDPs, cholera epidemic, food insecurity and malnutrition and natural disasters)

648,848
Cumulative cholera 
cases (Oct. 2010 to 
26 Feb. 2013)

8,036
Deaths (Oct. 2010
to 26 Feb. 2013)

cholera cases registered 
per month

Fatality rate
per month

512 
partners

Fatality rate 
(26 Feb. 2013)
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1.2%

$1.5billion

$1.1billion

$241m

$382m

$151m

$68m

$144m

 $9m
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Funded

m=million

(contributions from Flash Appeal, 
Consolidation Appeal Process (CAP) 
and Humanitarian Appeal Plan (HAP)) 
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