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US$38 million needed for measles vaccination campaign 
The measles outbreak continues with 113 
outbreak sites reported in 2015 (see 
map). As of 13 April, 10,121 suspected 
cases were reported, of which 4,529 
cases were confirmed. The majority of 
the cases were from 15 zones of Oromia 
region (88 per cent or 8,614 suspected 
cases, including 4,195 female), mainly 
from West Wellega (2,646 cases), West 
Hararge (1,121) and Guji (1057); 
remotely followed by SNNP (4 per cent) 
and Amhara (3 per cent) regions.  
 
Children under-15 were most affected 
Contrary to the trend in earlier years 
when the disease affected children 
under-5, the age group most affected in recent years is children between 5 to 15 years of 
age (42 per cent in 2015). As a result, the national measles vaccination campaign 
planned in October 2015 will target 40 million children under-15 years of age at a cost of 
US$38 million. The Federal Ministry of Health and its partners continue to mobilize the 
required fund, but getting commitments from donors to cover the campaign cost is 
proving difficult. Preventing the spread of the outbreak, especially in nutrition hotspot 
priority 1 and 2 woredas, is crucial to avert high morbidity and mortality rates. For more 
information, contact who-wro@et.afro.who.int 

 
Humanitarian needs increase in parts of the country  
Following a delayed onset, the performance of the seasonal rains gradually improved in 
most parts of the country. The National Meteorological Agency’s forecast indicated that 
the rains will continue to improve in the third dekad (10 days) of April. Water sources 
were replenished and pasture was rejuvenated. However, areas receiving inadequate 
rainfall remained dry. Severe water and pasture shortages, deteriorating livestock body 
condition and livestock deaths were reported in these areas.  
 
Humanitarian response and gaps 
The Government and partners 
responded to the immediate 
humanitarian needs, including 
deploying water trucks, expediting 
the distribution of the first round 
relief food ration (see map for 
distribution status) and distribution 
of livestock feed, but concerning 
gaps remain. 
 
The Disaster Risk Management 
and Food Security Sector and 
FAO, together with other partners, 
are developing a comprehensive 
response plan for the most 
affected areas, including Borena 
and Guji zones of Oromia; 
Hershin woreda of Jijiga zone, Somali; Wag Himra zone of Amhara and parts of Afar 
regions. Emerging hotspots will also be included in the response plan, including Bale, 
East and West Hararge, East Shewa (Fentale and Boset woredas) and West Arsi zones 
of Oromia; and Shinile zone of Somali regions. The plan will be shared with partners in 
the coming weeks. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 
 

Key Issues: 
 
 There is a 93 per cent 

resource shortfall 
(US$25.4 million) for the 
third round relief food 
ration expected to be 
distributed in June-July, 
which is the height of 
the hunger season.  

 
 Severe water and 

pasture shortages, 
deteriorating livestock 
body condition and 
livestock deaths were 
reported in areas that 
received inadequate 
seasonal rains.   

 
 Aside from a 

contribution from the 
Federal Ministry of 
Health, no funds were 
committed and/or 
received from donors for 
the planned measles 
vaccination campaign in 
October 2015.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 


