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Over 11,675 measles cases confirmed since beginning of 2015 
The measles outbreaks continued with 165 outbreak sites reported in 2015. As of 
15 May, 13,512 suspected cases were reported, of which at least 11,675 cases 
were confirmed, including 1,203 through laboratory testing. The cases confirmed 
in the first quarter of 2015 are 88 per cent of all the confirmed cases during 2014. 
Fifteen of the 23 active measles outbreaks were reported from Oromia region. 
Children under-5 and children between 5 to 15 years of age each accounted for 
39 per cent of cases. Eight per cent of patients with measles received no 
measles vaccinations, while 86 per cent had an unknown immunization status.  
 
$37 million funding gap for national measles vaccination campaign remains 
The Ministry of Health leads the outbreak investigation, supported by WHO which 
is conducting a detailed measles risk analysis to inform response planning. The 
$38 million national measles vaccination campaign planned for October for all 
children under-15 still has a $37 million funding gap. Discussions with the GAVI 
alliance continue to seek funding for children under-5.  For more information, 
contact who-wro@et.afro.who.int  
 

Immediate action after a 
15 day assessment  
The assessment in Arsi, West 
Arsi, Bale, East and West 
Hararge zones in Oromia region, 
spurred a coordinated response 
of government and partners. 
While the government provided 
food, water trucking and livestock 
feed, NGO partners provided 
nutrition and WASH responses in 
the region. Out of the 45 trucks 
requested, 27 trucks provided 
water rationing services in 
leaving the gap of 18 trucks. 
 

New water shortages reported in Afar region 
In Afar, people in Berhale, Kori, Elidar, Dubti and Gewane woredas affected by 
drought, depended on water trucking. Moreover, Erepti and Bidu woredas 
reported acute water shortage and requested an immediate water trucking 
response. The regional requirement reached 26 trucks, out of which 16 trucks 
were deployed by regional authorities. A 10 truck gap remains. For more 
information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org  
 

Strong winds in Gambella region damage local community 
schools 
A government-led multi-agency assessment found that five local community 
schools were damaged by strong winds and heavy rains in Lare woreda, 
Gambella region. Nearly 3,000 school age children (45 per cent girls) were 
affected. With the rainy season starting, and infrastructural damage assessed at 
$28,000, UNICEF provided 200 plastic sheets to establish temporary learning 
spaces while longer-term solutions are found. For more information, contact 
mshenkut@unicef.org.  
 

Key Issues: 
 

 The timely provision of 
short maturing 
improved varieties of 
wheat, sorghum, 
maise and teff seeds 
will be required for the 
upcoming meher 
season. 
 

 With some 1.6 million 
livestock require feed 
and water 
interventions in Arsi, 
West Arsi, Bale, East 
and West Hararge 
zones of Oromia 
region, 19.6 million 
quintals of emergency 
feed is required for the 
next two months.  
 

 Since the beginning of 
the year, 11,675 
measles cases were 
confirmed out of 
13,512 reported 
cases. The measles 
vaccination campaign 
for children under-15 
planned for October 
has a funding gap of 
US$37 million. 
 

 Strong winds result in 
$28,000 of 
infrastructural damage 
to schools in Gambella 
region.  
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