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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 

The Education Cluster reached nearly 104,870 children in 2014 
More than 18,000 South Sudanese refugee children in Gambella benefitted from Education in 
Emergency (EiE) support since September 2014 (Ethiopian academic year). UNICEF and its 
partners finalized plans to construct an Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) and 
primary school facilities to benefit 3,000 children in Kule and Tierkidi camps. Meanwhile, the 
construction of four primary schools in two woredas affected by the South Sudanese refugee 
influx, Lare and Itang special woreda, started in December. Upon completion, the schools will 
benefit 1,600 host community students. In addition, 2,300 host community school children will 
receive education supplies.  

In Oromia region, due to funding shortfalls, the Education Cluster was unable to respond to a 
request by the Oromia regional authorities for assistance to 2,000 flood-affected children in 
Gelana woreda. Education is one of the least funded sectors with only 34 per cent of its 
requirements funded as of 18 December.  

In 2014, the cluster supported 65,588 (50 per cent girls) refugee children and 39,282 (50 per 
cent girls) children in refugee hosting communities and in communities elsewhere in the 
country. For more information, contact: mshenkut@unicef.org  
 

Suspected cases of meningitis continue to be reported  
Sporadic cases of suspected meningitis continued to 
be reported in Afar, Benishangul Gumuz, and 
Oromia. The majority of cases were reported in 
SNNPR. The Federal Ministry of Health and health 
partners enhanced meningitis disease surveillance, 
and began implementing prevention and control 
measures. Some 27 million people between the ages 
of one and 29 in 39 zones of Oromia, SNNP and 
Addis Ababa were reached by the mass meningitis 
vaccination campaign in October 2014, which was 
the second of three planned rounds of vaccination.  
The first round reached 19 million people in October 
last year. Ethiopia lies within the “meningitis belt” 
stretching from Senegal to the Horn of Africa. The 
peak season of the disease is during the dry, windy 
and hot weather from December to April every year, 
and ends with the onset of the rainy season. For 
more information, contact: who-wro@et.afro.who.int 
 

Water shortages continue to be reported in parts of Oromia  
Woredas in the lowlands of Oromia that did not receive enough rain to replenish water 
sources continued to report water shortages during the past two weeks. During the past week, 
six water trucks provided water to an estimated 59,542 people in Borena (3 trucks), East 
Hararge (2 trucks) and West Hararge (1 truck) zones. In Afar region, three water trucks 
operated by UNHCR supplied water for 6,000 refugees in Berhale woreda. No water trucking 
requirements were reported in other regions of the country. However in Amhara region, critical 
water shortages were reported in East Belesa woreda of North Gonder zone last week. The 
meher assessment team deployed to the area is investigating the report.  
 
In response to flooding in Afar, Oromia, SNNP and Somali regions, the WaSH Cluster 
supported communities by rehabilitating the damaged water supply schemes, distributing 
water treatment chemicals and other WaSH supplies. Environmental sanitation and hygiene 
remain a concern in the flood-affected woredas in Somali region, especially in Mustahil 
woreda, where the risk for acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) outbreak is high. The Somali WaSH 
Cluster is working with the Somali Regional Health Bureau to address the risk. Some 27,477 
flood-affected people in the region received WaSH supplies, while 53,045 people received 
basic hygiene messages. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org  
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