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HRD mid-year review update 
The belg/gu/ganna/sugum field assessments, which started on 8 June in Somali region 
and on 23 June elsewhere in the country concluded in early July. Nineteen multi-agency 
teams from Government, UN and NGOs deployed to Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, 
Somali and Tigray regions and assessed the humanitarian impact of the failed belg (mid-
February-May) rains, and the deviations from humanitarian needs projected at the 
beginning of the year. In addition to the belg receiving areas, assessment teams 
suggested that additional areas experiencing increasing humanitarian needs be included 
in the Humanitarian Requirements Document (HRD) mid-year review. 
 
All assessment teams completed their regional debriefings and submitted their reports to 
the Federal Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS). The 
findings will inform the revision of the 2015 HRD for the remainder of the year. 
 
On 14 July, DRMFSS reactivated the HRD editorial committee and held its first meeting. 
Participants agreed on a timeline for the HRD mid-year review compilation process, and 
set a tentative launch date for mid-August.  Given the deteriorated humanitarian context 
following failed belg rains, the beneficiary figure is expected to increase for the remainder 
of 2015. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 

Delays in relief operation continue  
As of 15 July, the second round relief food rations was 77 per cent dispatched and 69 per 
cent distributed. The distribution of the third round relief food rations started in early July. 
JEOP also started distributing fourth round rations in three prioritized woredas of 
Waghimra zone in Amhara region. The delays in the relief food operation are partly 
attributed to the on-going congestion at the Port of Djibouti despite repeated efforts to 
overcome the logistical bottleneck. The Government recently formed a taskforce to 
improve the management of competing priorities for offloading shipments.    
 
The slow progress of the targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) program is also partly 
attributed to logistical bottlenecks. Purchased supplies, including corn soya blend (CSB) 
are stuck at the Port of Djibouti due to limited truck availability to transport them to Addis 
Ababa and to respective warehouses for onward dispatching.  
 
Despite limited funding and supplies, humanitarian partners need to do everything in their 
power to scale up their responses in nutrition hotspot priority two woredas. Without timely 
interventions, the priority two woredas are likely to become priority one woredas come 
September 2015. For more information, contact wfp.addiababa@wfp.org      
 

Suspected dengue fever outbreak in Gode town 
Some 80 cases of acute febrile illness, suspected to be dengue fever were reported in 
Gode town, Somali region since late June, with no death. As of 9 June, one case was 
confirmed by the national laboratory. The Somali Regional Health Bureau initiated 
outbreak investigation and control measures. The Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI) 
deployed an assessment team on 8 July, and was joined by WHO on 11 July.  
 
In 2014, the Government and partners responded to and contained a dengue fever 
outbreak in eastern Ethiopia. The outbreak was confirmed for the first time in Dire Dawa 
city in mid-September 2013. Cases were later reported in Gode area of Somali region in 
January 2014 and in Afar region in April 2014. For more information, contact who-
wro@et.afro.who.int 
 

Key Issues: 
 The 2015 HRD mid-year 

review tentatively 
scheduled to be launched 
in mid-August. 

  
 76 of the 97 priority one 

woredas have on-going or 
committed therapeutic 
feeding program 
interventions leaving a 
gap of 21 woredas, the 
majority in Afar and 
Somali regions.  

 
 Without timely 

interventions, the nutrition 
hotspot priority two 
woredas are likely to 
become priority one 
woredas come 
September 2015. 

 
  A gap of US$23.5 

remains to vaccinate 
children between 5 and 
14 years of age during 
the $38 million national 
measles vaccination 
campaign planned in 
October.   

 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 


