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Increase in arrival of South Sudanese refugees 
With the renewed fighting in South Sudan, increasing numbers of South Sudanese 
refugees continue to arrive in Ethiopia’s Gambella region. In May, 6,129 refugees were 
registered, up from 4,811 new arrivals in April. Between September 2014 and March of 
this year, monthly arrival numbers ranged from 323 to 1,411. The majority of the new 
arrivals crossed through the Akobo and Pagak entry points. UNHCR met with partners to 
review emergency preparedness levels as 7,000 new arrivals wait for registration at 
border entry points. Relocation of refugees from Leitchuor to Jewii camp is on-going with 

47,038 refugees relocated as 
of 30 May. Jewii camp with an 
estimated capacity of 50,000 is 
nearly full.  
To accommodate the expected 
new arrivals, the Government 
approved a new site adjacent 
to Pugnido with a capacity of 
50,000 refugees. ARRA and 
partners started to develop the 
infrastructure for the new site. 
Preparedness both in 
Gambella and Addis Ababa is 
on-going to ensure effective 
response for a renewed influx.  
Ethiopia hosts nearly 275,000 
South Sudanese refugees, 
including 64,000 refugees who 
arrived in Ethiopia before mid-

December 2013. For more information, contact gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 

Mid-year belg/gu assessment expected to start in mid-June 
Preparations for the mid-year belg/gu assessment, which will inform the mid-year revision 
of the Humanitarian Requirements Document, are on-going through the Government-led 
DRMFSS methodology sub-group. The two-week assessment will start on 22 June in 
crop-producing areas and on 8 and 22 June respectively in the pastoralist areas of 
Somali and Afar regions where it will extend to three full weeks. Preliminary findings from 
rapid assessments conducted in pocket areas of the country point to an insufficient 
performance of the belg/gu rains. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org  
 

Distribution of first round of relief food reaches 52 per cent 
The distribution of the sixth round of relief food from 2014 was completed in mid-May. 
Meanwhile, as of 27 May, the dispatch of the first round of 2015 reached 92 per cent, 
while distribution stood at 52 per cent. Allocation and dispatch of the second round is on-
going. To overcome logistical bottlenecks, the Government agreed to allocate 40 trucks to 
the transport of relief food supplies from Djibouti to Addis Ababa. The Government and 
PSNP development partners agreed to pull forward US$16 million from the PSNP IV 
contingency budget to cover at least two rounds of cash transfers in support of the 2015 
HRD relief food beneficiaries in highland PSNP woredas. For more information, contact 
wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 
 

Poor performance of belg rains in SNNPR 
In Southern Nationalities, Nations and People’s region (SNNPR) the belg rains performed 
very poorly both in intensity and coverage in all belg-dependent areas. Woredas in Silte, 
Gurage and Hadya zones and in Halaba special woreda did not receive any rains in the 
past weeks. The Regional Water Bureau is rehabilitating non-functional water schemes in 
the most affected woredas, and completed the rehabilitation of 17 water schemes in 
selected hotspot locations. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org 

Key Issues: 
 
 Some 6,129 South 

Sudanese refugees 
registered in May 
compared to an average 
of 1,000 new arrivals 
per month in the first 
quarter of the year. 
      

 The Ethiopia chapter of 
UNHCR’s regional 
refugee appeal is only at 
14 per cent funded. 

 
 The mid-year belg/gu 

assessment will start in 
mid-June and inform the 
mid-year revision of the 
HRD.  

 
 

 
 
 
 


