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More reports of water shortages, their impact felt in all sectors 

Throughout the country, the seasonal short rains were uneven, erratic and between two 
weeks to two months late. Local authorities are working in close collaboration with WaSH 
partners to address the most urgent needs. Given the dearth of funding and the high cost 
of water trucking interventions, humanitarian partners are focusing on water system 
maintenance and expansion to increase access to water. 
 
Rains failed in SNNP region 
Throughout SNNP region, the belg rains were delayed by more than two months. Some 
332,000 people and an unknown number of livestock in 22 woredas face acute drinking 
water shortages. Women and children travelled long distances to collect water from 
neighbouring kebeles, sometimes in different woredas. With children supporting family 
water collection, school dropout rates reportedly increased significantly in areas affected 
by the drought. Livestock deaths (due to drinking water shortages) and increased 
incidence of water borne diseases were also reported.  
 
Community resources were supplemented by the Regional Water Bureau to initiate a 
water trucking intervention. Reportedly, the number of water trucks is insufficient in some 
areas. UNICEF supported the rehabilitation and expansion of water systems throughout 
the region while water treatment chemicals and hygiene promotion activities were also 
implemented in affected areas. Regional authorities and partners are assessing the most 
urgent rehabilitation and system expansion needs. 
 
High impact of water shortages on the education sector in Sitti zone 
In many parts of Somali region, the late gu rains were the third consecutive failed rains. In 
Fafan and Sitti zone, recent assessments found 24 non-functioning boreholes due to a 
variety of mechanical problems.  
 
In Sitti zone, some 73,000 people were affected by the failed rains. In addition, some 
10,000 school children (46 per cent girls) moved with their families and livestock in search 
of water, resulting in the closure of 36 per cent of schools in these areas.  
 
Unseasonal household migration reported in parts of Amhara 
The poor performance of the belg rains in Amhara region resulted in the depletion of 
ground water sources and dried out sand beds near river banks. In affected areas, people 
are traveling between 10 and 
20 km in search of water. 
Reportedly, in some parts, 
households are moving with 
their cattle in search of 
browse, pasture and water. 
This type of migration is 
indicative of the broader 
impact of the water 
shortages on livelihoods, 
education, nutrition and other 
sectors.  
 
Early action in Tigray 
region 
To respond to anticipated 
water shortages in Tigray 
region WaSH partners 
rehabilitated water schemes 
and strengthened the WaSH 
emergency task force.  
 
Assessments in Oromia and Afar were completed and findings will be shared as soon as 
possible. For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org.  

Key Issues: 
 

 Since the beginning of 
the year, 11,675 
measles cases were 
confirmed out of 12,421 
reported cases. The 
Ministry of Health has 
not yet secured enough 
funding for the $38 
million required to 
conduct the measles 
vaccination campaign 
for children under-15 
planned for October. 
 

 The Government of 
Canada contributed 
$68,500 for the 
procurement and pre-
positioning of 
emergency education 
supplies. As of 13 May 
the education cluster 
was 2 per cent funded. 
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