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Food security in belg-receiving areas  
Food insecurity deepened in most belg-receiving areas following the failed mid-February-
May rains. Water and pasture shortages are impacting livestock body condition. The 
number of milking livestock decreased along with the livestock herd size, reducing milk 
yield in pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities. This significantly impacted the 
nutritional condition of the population in the area.   
 
In belg-planting areas, the land covered by belg crop reduced by 40 to 60 per cent on 
average, and much of the planted crops wilted due to moisture stress. A reduced belg 
harvest is expected this year. Staple food prices rose higher than usual in July, negatively 
affecting the purchasing power of market-dependent households. In a normal year, staple 
food prices stabilize at this time of year as the belg harvest reaches markets. As a result, 
the 2015 lean season extended by about two months for vulnerable households in 
affected communities.    
 
Of particular concern are most belg-growing areas and the 
Tekeze catchment in Amhara and Tigray where only around 
15 to 20 per cent of belg harvest is expected; Zone 1 and 
Zone 3 of Afar; the lowlands of Gamo Gofa, Gurage, 
Hadiya, Kambata Tambaro, Sidama, Silte, Wolayita zones 
and Halaba special woreda of SNNP; the lowlands of Arsi, 
Borena, East and West Hararge zones of Oromia; Southern 
parts of Shebelle, Afder, Liben and especially Siti zone of 
Somali (see map. Source: Fews Net).  
 
El Niño continues to impact kiremt rains 
Between 1 June and 30 July, the kiremt (June-September) rains were below average, 
erratic and unevenly distributed in northern and 
eastern Ethiopia. Dry conditions were reported in most 
of Afar, eastern Amhara, northern Somali, southern 
and eastern Tigray, and central and eastern Oromia. 
However, western parts of the country are receiving 
adequate rainfall (see map. Source: US Geological 
Survey - USGS). 
 
The on-going El Niño phenomenon will most likely 
continue to negatively affect rainfall patterns until April 
2016 (80 per cent probability). This may further impact 
harvest in some areas, and cause unseasonal heavy 
rains in October-December 2015. Crop damage and 
flooding are a high risk during this period. 
 
Meher planting is on-going 
Farmers in Amhara, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray regions are planting seasonal crops, 
including teff, haricot bean, wheat, barley (planting 
window closes in mid-August), and chick peas 
(planting window closes in September), but 
coverage is low - see graph for cropland coverage 
in Amhara, Tigray and SNNP regions as of end 
July (source: Fews Net).  
 
Most farmers in eastern Ethiopia missed the 
planting window for short maturing meher crops in 
July, and those who planted are seeing their crops 
drying-up or severely wilting as a result of moisture 
stress. In East Hararge zone for example, 73 per 
cent of the cropland was planted as of the end of 
July, but 40 per cent of the planted area dried-up or 
wilted due to lack of rain. For more information, contact fews.ethiopia@fews.net 
 

Key Issues 
 Planted belg cropland 

reduced by 40 to 60 per 
cent on average, 
significantly reducing the 
belg harvest this year. 

 
 El Niño will impact rainfall 

pattern until April 2016, 
which means that current 
humanitarian challenges 
would likely continue well 
into next year.  
  

 
World Humanitarian Day 

Update 
 
 The World Humanitarian 

Day website 
http://www.worldhumanita
rianday.org/ is now live.  

 
 To participate in the social 

media campaign and 
share your feed, go to the 
OCHA Ethiopia tweeter 
page: 
https://twitter.com/OCHA_
Ethiopia and 
#ShareHumanity. 

 
 

 


