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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues 
 

 CERF’s new contribution 
of $17 million will enable 
WFP feed 1.37 million 
food insecure Ethiopians 
and provide supplemental 
feeding to at least 
164,000 malnourished 
people. 

 
 With a three to five month 

lead time, the window of 
opportunity to procure 
and preposition 
emergency food and 
nutrition supplies for early 
2016 is rapidly closing. 

 
 The revised hotspot 

woreda list is expected in 
two-three week time.  

 
 Between July-October, 

53,400 people were 
displaced due to the on-
going drought, as people 
moved to other areas in 
search of food, water, 
pasture and livelihood 
opportunities according to 
IOM.  

 
 
 

 

 

Donors	are	urgently	requested	to:	
	

•	Provide	additional	funding	to					
				address	current	(2015)	needs	

 Bring	forward	2016	funds	now	
	

•	Review	options	to	re‐programme			
			existing	development	funding	for					
				priority	humanitarian	response	
	

•	Seek	additional	resources	
	

•	Support	country‐level	pooled	funds			
(OCHA’s	Humanitarian	Response	Fund	
(HRF)	and	the	emergency	funds	
managed	by	USAID	and	ECHO)	

CERF1 gives US$17 million for Ethiopia’s drought response 
On 12 November, the United Nations Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr 
Stephen O’Brien released US$17 million from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) to support millions of 
Ethiopians affected by the El Niño-caused drought this year and 
complement on-going Government response. The money will be 
disbursed to the UN World Food Programme for the purchase 
and distribution of relief food supplies to some 1.37 million 
people, and provide supplemental feeding to at least 164,000 
malnourished children under five years and pregnant and 
breastfeeding women. At least 8.2 million people need food 
assistance until the end of 2015.   

 
The 2016 Humanitarian Requirements Document to be released in early December 
The Government-led multi-agency meher assessment, which started on 24 October, is now 
completed. Humanitarian needs are expected to further increase once the assessment findings 
are collated. The three-week assessment, supported by close to 200 Government, UN, NGO, 
and donor representatives, will provide the empirical basis for the 2016 Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD). The HRD is expected to be released in early December to 
coincide with the launch of the 'Global Humanitarian Overview' in Geneva on 7 December.    

 
The window for timely prepositioning of 2016 relief commodities is rapidly closing  
Excluding the current CERF funding, donors contributed more than US$120 million since 30 
September 2015 alone, but much more is urgently required to cover 2015 and projected 2016 
needs. There is a funding gap amounting to more than US$270 million for 2015 alone. With a 
three to five month lead time, the window of opportunity to procure and preposition emergency 
food and nutrition supplies for early 2016 is rapidly closing.  

Evidence-based response planning  
An assessment team is on the ground to inform the hotspot woreda re-classification 
The new hotspot woreda classification is expected to be completed in two to three weeks’ time. 
The hotspot woreda list is revised quarterly by a multiagency team and considers the impact of 
food availability, WaSH, access to markets, nutrition and other contributing factors.  The last 
classification (August 2015) had identified 142 priority one woredas, a 46.3 per cent increase 
from the 97 priority one woredas identified in the classification conducted in May 2015, and a 
threefold increase since February 2015. Another increase is expected.   
 
Measles outbreak response - update 
Meanwhile, acknowledging the risk for higher morbidity and mortality should the measles 
outbreak expand in nutrition hotspot priority one woredas, the Ministry of Health and partners 
started vaccinating 5.3 million children under-5 in hotspot priority 1 and 2 woredas in October 
2015. The vaccination is nearing completion. A significant funding gap is reported for the 
vaccination of children between 5 and 14 years of age. Of the 14,544 confirmed measles cases 
across 232 outbreak sites reported from January to September 2015, 45 per cent were children 
under five years; 38 per cent between 5 and 15 years; and 17 per cent above 15 years. For 
more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

                                                     
 
1 The Central Emergency Response Fund, a UN global emergency fund, pools donor contributions in a single 
fund so that money is available to start or continue urgent relief work anywhere in the world. 

Ethiopia is responding to an El Niño-caused drought emergency: The impact of the failed 

spring belg (mid-February-May) rains was compounded by the arrival of the El Niño weather

conditions that weakened summer kiremt (June-September) rains, whose harvest feeds 80 to 85 

per cent of the country. This greatly expanded food insecurity, malnutrition and devastated

livelihoods across six affected regions of the country. The level of acute need across virtually all

humanitarian sectors has already exceeded levels seen in the Horn of Africa drought of 2011 and 

is projected to be far more severe throughout an 8-month period in 2016.  


