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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs, Email: ocha-eth@un.org 

 
 

Nutrition responses will be bolstered in hotspot woredas 
Nutrition partners committed to start new or expand existing nutrition interventions to address 
needs in hotspot woredas identified during the 18 February hotspot classification. The 338 
hotspot woredas included 49 priority one, 149 priority two and 140 priority three woredas. 
Partners are operating in 41 hotspot woredas (11 priority one and 30 priority two), and 
committed to covering 29 additional woredas (21 priority one and eight priority two).  
 
To facilitate a timely response, especially given the delayed belg (mid-February to May) rains 
that may contribute to a rapid increase in TFP admissions in parts of the country, the 
Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU) urged partners to expedite nutrition project 
proposal preparation and submission (ideally submit by 15 March). The February 2015 
nutrition hotspot list will likely be revised in April 2015 to capture the evolving food security and 
nutrition situation, particularly in belg dependant areas. 
 
With the exception of pocket areas that received inadequate seasonal rainfalls and areas that 
are being affected by the delayed belg rains, the 2014 meher harvest (October – December) 
improved the food security and nutrition situation in most parts of the country. In SNNPR, 
admissions of severely malnourished children (SAM) to Therapeutic Feeding Programs (TFP) 
decreased by 20 per cent from 3,660 admissions in December 2014 to 2,928 admissions in 
January 2015 (over 81 per cent reporting in both months). The TFP admissions in SNNPR 
have been declining since October 2014. The January 2015 admissions were 30.6 per cent 
lower than the admissions during the same time in 2014, and were the lowest January 
admission rates recorded in the past five years.  
 
In Amhara, TFP admissions in January 2015 were 18.6 lower than December 2014 
admissions (95 per cent reporting), and 15.8 per cent lower when compared to the same time 
in 2014. The nutritional situation remains particularly concerning in woredas that received poor 
kiremt rains in North Gonder and Waghimra zones. 
 
In Oromia, the admission rates of SAM cases to TFP sites decreased by 12.5 per cent from 
9,601 admissions in December 2014 to 8,404 admissions in January 2015 (over 89 per cent 
reporting in both months). However, the January 2015 caseload was 11.6 per cent higher 
compared to the same time in 2014 and the highest number of January admissions recorded 
in the past five years.  
 
Meanwhile, ad-hoc end-line surveys conducted in two woredas in Afar and Somali regions 
revealed a critical nutrition situation with GAM rates of 18.2 per cent in Moyale woreda and a 
poor nutrition situation with GAM rates of 11.9 per cent in Afdera woreda. The SAM 
prevalence was 1.7 per cent in Moyale and 0.3 per cent in Afdera. Bi-annual nutrition surveys 
conducted in two woredas of Somali region revealed a critical nutrition situation with GAM 
rates of 21.7 per cent in Kelafo woreda and a poor nutrition situation with GAM rates of 10.5 
per cent in Dembel woreda.  The SAM prevalence was 2.7 per cent in Kelafo and 0.9 per cent 
in Dembel. The crude and under-5 mortality rates were below the national and sphere 
standard emergency thresholds in all four woredas surveyed. For more information, contact 
memekonnen@gmail.com 
 
The Food Management Taskforce met last week to discuss the national relief food pipeline for 
2015. The allocation of the first round relief food ration started on 16 March.  

 
For more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Key Issues: 
 At least US$386 

million is needed to 
fund humanitarian 
operations in 2015, 
but funding prospects 
are bleak. 

 
 The first round relief 

allocations for 2015 
started on 16 March. 
Available resources 
will be used, including 
$17 million carry-over 
from 2014, un-
dispatched 2014 6th 
round resources and 
new contributions.  

 
 DRMFSS’ ENCU 

urged partners to 
expedite nutrition 
project proposal 
preparation and 
submission (ideally 
submit by 15 March) 
to ensure a timely 
response during the 
peak malnutrition 
season (March-July).   

 
 On 15 March, 

UNCHR, ARRA, and 
partners, inaugurated 
the new Gambella 
region camp site 
(Jewii), announcing 
$16.5 million required 
for its development.  

  
 
 

 
 


