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Region
Hotspot 

Priority 1

Ongoing/ 
commited  
response

*Gaps
Percentage 

covered

Afar 13 7 6 54%

Amhara 13 12 1 92%

Oromia 41 21 20 51%

SNNPR 6 1 5 17%

Somali 15 6 9 40%

Tigray 7 5 2 71%

Gambela 2 2 0 100%

Total 97 54 43 56%
* The government health system is already in place but it needs 
strengthening of the CMAM program. 

 
 

 
Nutrition partners urged to ramp-up operations 
Reflecting the deteriorated food 
security following inadequate belg 
rainfall, the May nutrition hotspot 
classification identified 97 priority 
one woredas, up from 49 woredas 
identified in February 2015. At 
present, 54 of the 97 priority one 
woredas have on-going (20 
woredas) or planned (34 woredas) 
therapeutic feeding program 
interventions. SNNP and Somali 
regions have the lowest coverage 
(see table).  
 
Funding shortfalls limit partners’ capacity to expand operations   
Despite the urgency to increase nutrition support in affected areas, funding shortfalls are 
limiting partners’ capacity to expand their operation. OCHA’s Humanitarian Response 
Fund (HRF) covered a substantial part of the NGO-led emergency nutrition interventions 
this year. However, its fund is fast depleting forcing it to make stricter prioritization. 
Without additional donor funding, significant responses cannot be mounted at this time. 
As of 9 June, the nutrition sector’s 2015 net requirement was 27 per cent funded. For 
more information, contact zibige@yahoo.com 
 

Army worm infestation in West Hararge zone 
An army worm infestation damaged 3,499ha of cropland in Anchar, Hawi Gudina, Mesela 
and Tulo woredas of West Hararge zone, Oromia region. The crops (maize, sorghum, teff 
and barely) were at their early vegetative stage. The West Hararge Bureau of Agriculture 
rapidly took the necessary measures to curb the spread of the infestation. This 
devastation came in the wake of a poor belg season and an expected poor harvest in 
almost all belg-producing areas in the country. For more information, contact 
mahlet.mulugeta@fao.org 
 
The late rains will not significantly improve the belg harvest 
Despite the late onset and inadequate performance in the early stage of the belg season, 
most parts of the country are now receiving good rainfall. Surface water sources are 
being replenished and pasture rejuvenated. In Oromia for example, water trucking need 
significantly decreased from 47 trucks to five trucks in Bale (3) and West Hararge (2) 
zones. However, the late rains will not significantly improve the belg harvest.   
 
Meanwhile, The WaSH Cluster organized a two-day training on Ethiopia’s DRM strategy, 
information management and the One WaSH National Program (OWNP) for regional 
emergency WaSH focal persons. Discussions on selection criteria of woredas targeted by 
the OWN program were believed to be important steps towards creating linkages 
between humanitarian and development programs. Currently, most of the chronically 
drought-affected areas are not targeted by the OWN program. For more information, 
contact awesterbeek@unicef.org    
 

The distribution of relief food supplies to be expedited 
The increased humanitarian needs resulting from poor belg rains are compounded by low 
relief food distribution rates in affected areas. As of 10 June, 22 per cent of 2nd round 
relief food supplies were dispatched and 35 per cent distributed. At the prioritization 
committee meeting held on 11 June, partners highlighted the need to activate the Food 
Management Taskforce, which is the forum responsible for improving the relief food 
system.  For more information, contact wfp.addiababa@wfp.org      

Key Issues: 
 
 Funding shortfalls are 

limiting partners’ capacity to 
meet nutrition intervention 
needs in hotspot woredas. 

 
 The cross-border relief 

operation to South Sudan is 
interrupted since 6 June 
due to intensified conflict. 
The air deliveries are most 
affected as the drop zone 
sites are inaccessible.   

 
  DRMFSS and WFP, with 

relevant partners, will 
discuss the various 
obstacles causing delays in 
relief food distribution. An 
action plan will be 
developed to rectify the 
problem.  

 
 

Relief food distribution 
(as of 10 June) 

 

 


