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The relocation to Jewii camp started on 8 May 

On 8 May, UNHCR and ARRA, with IOM support, started refugee relocation from the 
flooded camps of NipNip and 
Leitchuor to the new Jewi camp, 
some 18km from Gambella 
town. Nearly 6,000 people were 
already relocated and nearly 
50,000 refugees were targeted 
for relocation.  
 
As of 5 May, 204,078 new South 
Sudanese refugees arrived in 
western Ethiopia. Ninety per 
cent were women and children 
(67 per cent children). The influx 
continued at an increased rate, 
with some 4,200 refugees 
registered in April, compared to 
an average of 1,000 new 
arrivals per month in the first quarter of the year. More than 1,800 people arrived in the 
first week of May (see graph. Source: UNHCR). The most recent arrivals were 
transported to Pugnido (already hosting 60,000 people) and Tierkidi (already hosting 
50,000 people) camps. As of 7 May, the Ethiopia section of the South Sudan 
humanitarian appeal was 14 per cent funded (of US$153 million requested).  
 
Including 64,000 South Sudanese, in Ethiopia before mid-December 2013, Ethiopia hosts 
nearly 270,000 South Sudanese refugees. For more information, contact 
gegziabk@unhcr.org 
 

Emerging humanitarian hotspots 
Deviating from projections made at the beginning of the year, the seasonal 
belg/gu/ganna/sugum rains started three to five weeks late on average and performed 
poorly in many parts of the country. According to the rainfall performance in April, the 
south-eastern and south-western parts of the 
country received good rains, while much of 
the rest of the country received below normal 
rainfall (see map. Source: FAO). The food 
and nutritional situation reportedly already 
worsened in these areas.  
 
Regional authorities and humanitarian 
partners conducted ad-hoc assessments in a 
number of woredas to assess the situation 
and inform response plans. Preliminary 
assessment results pointed to growing food 
and nutritional insecurity; deepening water shortages; pasture and feed shortage; and 
deteriorating livestock body condition, including livestock deaths. Areas of particular 
concern were Afar; Waghimra zones of Amhara region; Arsi, West Arsi, Bale, East and 
West Hararge zones of Oromia region; Gurage, Hadiya, Halaba, Kembata Tembaro, 
Siltie, Sidama and Wolayita zones of SNNPR; and Harshin woreda in Fafan zone and 
Site zone of Somali region. The Government and partners responded to the immediate 
humanitarian needs in drought-affected areas, including deploying water trucks, 
expediting the distribution of the first round relief food ration and distribution of livestock 
feed, but concerning gaps remain. Increased humanitarian needs are expected during 
June-July, the peak of the hunger season. This is particularly worrying given the poor 
funding prospects, and the logistical challenges experienced by humanitarian partners. 
The HRD will be updated based on the findings of the mid-year belg assessment, 
planned from 10-30 June. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org 

Key Issues: 
 

 Increased humanitarian 
needs are expected 
during the peak of the 
hunger season. This is 
particularly worrying 
given the poor funding 
status and prospect. 

  

 The HRF contributed 
US$1 million to UNICEF 
to avoid a RUTF 
pipeline break. UNICEF 
urgently requires an 
additional $3.7 million. 
There are no funds to 
procure RUTF for SAM 
management for nearly 
265,000 acutely 
malnourished children. 
 

 The first 6,000 of the 
targeted 50,000 South 
Sudanese refugees 
were relocated to Jewi 
camp on Friday, 8 May.  
 

 The South Sudanese 
refugee influx continued 
at an increased rate, 
with 4,800 refugees 
registered in April, 
compared to an average 
of 1,000 new arrivals 
per month in the first 
quarter of the year. 
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