
 
Food Security Outlook 
Increasing need for relief food assistance is highly likely between April and September 2012 according to the new Food 
Security Outlook jointly issued by the Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) and WFP. Poor households in 
belg-receiving parts of southern and north-eastern Ethiopia are expected to become increasingly food insecure as a result of 
poor crop and livestock production resulting from the late onset and below-average performance of the belg (mid-February 
to May) rains. In the southern and south-eastern pastoralist areas, food security is likely to remain precarious due to the 
impact of repeated drought events in 2010 and 2011, and the below-normal rainfall expected during the current guu/ganna 
(April to June) season. Livestock to cereal terms of trade are expected to further decline in southern and south-eastern parts 
of the country. Rising food prices are also likely between May and September in view of the poor prospects for the belg 
harvest and depletion of remaining stocks from the last harvest. The sweet potato-growing areas of Southern Nations 
Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR) – the sweet potato harvest experienced an 80 to 100 per cent failure this year – 
and major belg-cropping areas in the north-eastern highlands and southern SNNPR will be among the areas most affected.  
For more information, contact: ethiopia@fews.net  
Health Update  
During the past week, four new suspected cases of meningococcal meningitis were reported from Kachabira woreda of 
Kembata Tembaro zone, bringing total cases reported from the woreda to 59, with 135 cases reported from SNNPR since 
the beginning of the outbreak in early March 2011. New suspected cases of measles were reported from Bale zone of 
Oromia Region (13 cases) and Afar Region (2 cases) during the past week. Regional authorities and health partners 
continue to implement case investigation and management in affected areas. Meanwhile, the Oromia Regional Health 
Bureau (RHB), with support from WHO, has trained more than 40 staff of the regional Public Health Emergency 
Management centre (PHEM) and health centres in 36 woredas in East and West Harerge zones on early warning and 
communication, risk assessment, preparedness, outbreak investigation and post-epidemic evaluation. The SNNP Regional 
Health Bureau, in collaboration with Plan International and WHO, conducted a similar training for 100 health personnel from 
Sidama zone two weeks ago, and for 50 staff from PHEM, health centres and hospitals in Gedeo zone in the past week. 

In Somali Region, nine cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) – no deaths – were reported from Degehabur town of 
Degahabur zone. A total of 201 AWD cases and 13 deaths have been reported from the town since the beginning of the 
current outbreak on 20 March 2011. No new AWD cases were reported from Gunagado and Birkot woredas of Degehabur 
zone, to which areas the outbreak had spread a month ago. Regional authorities continue to implement prevention and 
control measures, with support from MSF, UNICEF and WHO.  In SNNPR, 34 AWD cases were also reported, from six 
woredas of Sidama zone. The majority of the cases (74 per cent) came from Bona Zuriya woreda. The SNNP RHB has 
initiated active case search and management and implementation of preventive WASH activities. Neighboring woredas in 
Bale, Borena, Guji and West Arsi zones of Oromia Region have been put on alert by the Oromia RHB. For more information, 
contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 
Food Assistance Response 
The humanitarian community is increasingly concerned about delays in the dispatch and distribution of relief food 
assistance, which are contributing to deteriorating food security in already-vulnerable parts of the country. Second round 
(2012) relief food dispatches targeting 2.9 million people reached 69 per cent as of 1 May, including 63 per cent dispatched 
to areas covered by DRMFSS, 70 per cent to WFP-covered areas (Somali Region) and 80 per cent to areas covered by the 
NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP). The third round relief food dispatch, which targets 3.2 million people 
nationwide, has also started in Afar, Gambella, and SNNP Regions during the past week with 10 per cent of total allocations 
dispatched as of 1 May. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  
Child Protection Update 
Following local consultations in Dollo Ado and Jijiga towns (Somali Region), a national consultation on the Minimum 
Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Settings took place on 2 May, bringing together child protection actors 
working on refugee and drought response across the country. The Somali Regional Bureau of Labor and Social Affairs, 
UNICEF, Save the Children UK, ZOA and IRC are jointly conducting a child protection rapid assessment in Jijiga, Shinile 
and Degehabur zones. The assessment aims to identify child protection risks and concerns in hotspot areas to improve 
coordination and programming. Child Protection coordination structures have been established in Gode (Somali Region) and 
Afar. For more information, contact: awesterbeek@unicef.org  
Refugee Update 
As of 30 April, 150,923 Somali refugees were hosted in the five refugee camps and transit centre in Dollo Ado (53 per cent 
female). With a population of 17,735, Boramino – the fifth and newest camp opened on 30 November 2011 – is nearing its 
full capacity of 20,000. With new arrivals from Somalia continuing at a rate of approximately 80 per day, the government 
refugee agency, ARRA, and UNHCR are exploring options to open a sixth camp in the area.  In western Ethiopia, some 
3,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile arrived in Beneshangul Gumuz Region in April, - 3.5 times more than the number 
of new arrivals the previous month. In view of the situation between Sudan and South Sudan, UNHCR is preparing for 
increased influxes into Ethiopia in the same area, which is already hosting 34,000 refugees. To the south in Gambella 
Region, UNHCR and ARRA continue to distribute core relief items such as soap, water buckets, jerry cans, kitchen sets, 
sleeping mats, blankets and plastic sheets to about 15,000 people from South Sudan’s Lou Nuer community who have 
crossed into Wanthowa woreda since mid-February 2012. ARRA, UNHCR and IOM have relocated about 3,500 new arrivals 
from South Sudan from their temporary settlements to Fugnido refugee camp, and have pre-screened an estimated 5,000 
people staying in the Gambella way station. WFP will start food distribution for the refugees in Wanthowa woreda as well as 
the host community in the coming week. For more information, contact: prokopch@unhcr.org 
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