
 
 

 

WEEKLY HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS IN ETHIOPIA                                        7 April 2014 

Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 As of 1 April, 16 per cent of the 2014 humanitarian requirements were funded. The WASH and Education 
sectors have received no funding so far. 

 As of 4 April, 90,375 South Sudanese were registered in Ethiopia’s Gambella region, of which 1,784 people 
arrived in April.  

  As of 4 April, IOM relocated more than 67,600 people to camps. More than 13,000 people in Akobo and more 
than 9,400 people in Pagak await relocation. 

 Following their mission to Gambella last week, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and WFP’s Executive 
Director highlighted the need to scale-up the humanitarian response and their concern over the low funding 
status thus far. 

 As of 2 April, 83 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 was dispatched, and 30 per cent 
of the ration distributed. 

 
Humanitarian Funding Update 
As of 1 April, 16 per cent of the 2014 humanitarian net1 requirements were funded, including Food (18 per cent), 
Health (24 per cent), Nutrition (6 per cent) and Agriculture (2 per cent). The WASH and Education sectors have 
received no funding so far. With the limited available funds, the Ethiopian Government, with the support from the 
humanitarian community, continues to respond to increasing numbers of asylum seekers from neighboring countries, 
mainly from South Sudan. Water shortages in drought-prone areas and various disease outbreaks are other 
humanitarian concerns being responded to. For more information, contact: ocha-eth@un.org   
 
Refugee Update 
With the on-going conflict in South Sudan, asylum seekers continue to cross the Ethiopian border in thousands. As of 
4 April, 90,375 South Sudanese were registered in Ethiopia’s Gambella region, of which 1,784 people arrived in April.  
The majority of the new arrivals are women and children, including unaccompanied minors. Pagak (57,435 people) 
and Akobo Tiergol (25,951 people) remain the main entry points. A substantially low number of arrivals are also 
irregularly trickling through other entry points in Gambella, including Burubiey, Matar, Pochalla, Pugnido and Raad. 
With the increasing rate of influx, the expected number of South Sudanese asylum seekers was revised upwards four 
times, from 30,000 in mid-December to 150,000 at present. A fifth revision is likely in the near future, increasing the 
expected arrival number to 200,000 or more.  
 
UNHCR and ARRA, with partners support, are providing basic assistance to the new arrivals at the major entry points 
and in camps, including shelter, food and non-food item supplies, WASH and health services. As of 4 April, IOM 
relocated more than 67,600 people to camps. More than 13,000 people in Akobo and more than 9,400 people in 
Pagak await relocation. The most vulnerable groups, especially malnourished children and their families are prioritized 
for relocation.  
 
At present, existing camps are above capacity. As of 4 April, the two newest camps, Leitchor and Kule (formerly 
Tierkidi), hosted 39,289 and 30,506 people, respectively. UNHCR, ARRA and partners are expediting the extension to 
Leitchor camp, and the selection of two additional camp sites. The arrival rate is expected to significantly increase with 
the start of the rainy season in South Sudan. There will also be an increased risk for water-borne disease outbreaks 
and for flooding with the rains, which adds another layer of complication to the already dire humanitarian situation in 
South Sudan. Following their mission to Gambella last week, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and WFP’s 
Executive Director highlighted the need to scale-up the humanitarian response and their concern over the low funding 
status thus far. Meanwhile, Ethiopia continues to receive refugees from neighboring countries, including from Eritrea 
and Somalia. For more information, contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 
 
Relief food update 
As of 2 April, 83 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 was dispatched, and 30 per cent of the 
ration distributed. Discussions are on-going on the modalities of utilizing the Risk Financing Mechanism to cover relief 
food requirements.  
 
Similarly, resource gaps are reported for the second round of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) program. 
As of 1 April, 38 per cent of the TSF requirements identified in the 2014 Humanitarian Requirements document were 
funded. Meanwhile, the distribution of the seventh round of relief food assistance for 2013 reached 92 per cent. For 
more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
No information received from Agriculture, Education, Nutrition and Health sectors this week 

                                                 
1 Net requirements = Total requirements for 2014 minus available resources at the beginning of the year.  
   As of 1 April, 27 per cent of the total requirements for 2014 were funded.  


