
 
Seasonal Outlook 
The newly-released National Meteorological Agency (NMA) forecast for the kiremt (June to September) rains notes 
that the return to near-normal water temperatures in the Pacific and Indian Oceans is expected to result in a generally 
timely onset to the seasonal rains, although some northeastern parts of the country may see a slight delay in the rains. 
Normal to above-normal rainfall is expected over western, central and south-western parts of the country and near-
normal rainfall across north-eastern parts. Some pocket areas could see below-normal rains during the season, but 
generally kiremt-receiving areas are expected to receive normal rainfall levels. However, while the onset of the rains is 
expected to be normal, they are likely to withdraw early over most receiving areas. This could effectively shorten the 
meher cropping season. The NMA forecast also notes that more than half of prediction models indicate the likely 
development of El Niño conditions during the July to September season. El Niño conditions are generally associated 
with above-normal rains in central and western Ethiopia, increasing the likelihood of flooding in flood-prone areas. For 
more information, contact: infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et 

Food Security Update 
WFP’s latest update notes that while food security conditions remain relatively stable in many areas due to the impact 
of the last, good meher harvest and ongoing humanitarian interventions, conditions are expected to deteriorate in the 
coming months due to the onset of the lean season in both belg and meher cropping areas; the continued unusually 
high price of staple foods; and limited availability of bridging foods between now and August, when the next green 
harvest is expected. In particular, following the delay of almost two months in the onset of the belg rains, the 
associated harvest is expected to be poor as the area planted is highly reduced, while late-planted and maturing crops 
risk damage with the onset of the kiremt rains. At the same time, the improved rains in April and May have been 
beneficial for land preparation and planting in many parts of the country. In the lowland pastoralist areas, improvement 
in water and pasture availability has resulted from the timely onset and generally good performance of the gu/ganna 
(April to June) rains. This has supported further improvement in livestock body conditions and production, with an 
attendant improvement in pastoralist terms of trade as livestock fetch higher prices at market. However, water 
shortages remain critical in woredas along the dry belt in Afar; in some lowland areas of Bale zone, Oromia; and in 
Korahe and Warder zones, Somali, due to erratic and insufficient rains.  

Pockets of belg-producing parts of the country that have received insufficient rainfall and where the last meher 
production was poor remain food insecure, including parts of Wag Himra and the eastern lowlands of North and South 
Wollo zones (Amhara); South and East Tigray zones (Tigray); and East and West Hararge zones (Oromia). The 
situation in SNNPR is particularly critical, with food and nutritional conditions deteriorating in many areas. The month 
of April saw a further 30% increase in admissions of severely malnourished children to therapeutic feeding 
programmes – the total number of children admitted during the month was roughly the same as that admitted in May 
2011. Since March, conditions have been particularly stressful for poor households who saw little to no production of 
sweet potatoes and other root crops normally used to bridge the gap before the belg harvest comes in. For more 
information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Health Update 
New suspected cases of meningitis were reported from Kacha Bira woreda of Kembata Tembaro zone (SNNPR) in 
the past week. Meanwhile, the opening phase of the mass meningitis vaccination campaign was conducted in 25 high-
risk kebeles of Kacha Bira and Boloso Sore woreda (Wolayita zone) between 14 and 21 May. The campaign reached 
107,322 people between the ages of 2 and 30 years, out of 120,000 targeted (89 per cent). Additionally, 14 suspected 
cases of measles were reported from Sodo Zuriya woreda, Gurage zone (SNNPR) and Begi woreda, West Wellega 
zone (Oromia Region). The task forces established at various levels continue to implement preventive and control 
measures to contain the disease. A localized outbreak of malaria was reported from SNNPR, and a number of malaria 
cases were also reported from Oromia and Amhara Regions. Meanwhile, trainings on Public Health Emergency 
Management (PHEM) continue, with 73 PHEM focal persons in Gurage zone and Konta, Yeam and Liyu special 
woredas (SNNPR) and 58 from East and West Wellega and Kelem Wellega zones (Oromia) trained by the Regional 
Health Bureaus in the past week, with support from Plan International (in SNNPR) and WHO. For more information, 
contact: who-wro@et.efro.who.int 

Refugee Update 
New arrivals from Sudan’s Blue Nile State continue to be received in Beneshangul Gumuz Region with some 36,527 
refugees now hosted in Tongo and Sherkole camps and Adimazin transit centre (27 May). UNHCR and the 
Government Refugee Agency, ARRA, are currently discussing possibilities for the relocation of refugees from the 
transit centre to the new camp at Bambasi (the third to be opened in the region). To the south in Gambella, ARRA and 
UNHCR have resumed the transfer of refugees from the way-station to Fugnido camp after a short suspension 
resulting from shortages in emergency shelter materials in the camp. As a temporary solution, the new arrivals will be 
accommodated by the Nuer refugee community in Fugnido camp. Some 3,000 refugees remain to be transferred. 
Assistance to the refugees staying with host communities in Wanthowa woreda continues, including distribution of a 
one-month ration of food assistance provided for all refugees and the host community by WFP two weeks ago. For 
more information, contact: PROKOPCH@unhcr.org   

 

mailto:infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et
mailto:wfp.addisababa@wfp.org
mailto:who-wro@et.efro.who.int
mailto:PROKOPCH@unhcr.org

