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Contributions are welcome. Please submit to UN OCHA by Thursday 16:30hrs,  Email: ocha-eth@un.org

 
Key Events 

 With the rapidly increasing South Sudanese influx, existing camps are quickly reaching capacity. As of 28 March, 
UNHCR and ARRA registered some 87,000 South Sudanese asylum seekers in Ethiopia. The planning figure will 
likely be increased from 150,000 to 200,000 in the near future.  

 Initially planned for March, the dispatch of the second round of relief food assistance was postponed to April, pending 
decisions on the modalities of assistance. As of 26 March, 78 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance for 
2014 was dispatched, and 13 per cent of the ration distributed to beneficiaries. 

 The Government and health partners prepared a national measles outbreak response plan for a measles vaccination 
campaign targeting 6.7 million children under-15 in 125 woredas.   

 With the onset of the seasonal rains in Somali region, the national water trucking request decreased from 78 trucks to 
51 trucks on 25 March. As of the same date, fifty two trucks were operational, leaving a gap of 17 trucks in Afar (1), 
Amhara (3), Oromia (4) and Somali (9) regions.  

Refugee Update 
From 15 December 2013 to 28 March 2014, some 87,000 South Sudanese asylum seekers were registered in 
Ethiopia’s Gambella region, the majority (95 per cent) women and children, including unaccompanied minors. Asylum 
seekers are crossing the Ethiopian border at an average rate of 1,000 people per day. With the deepening food 
insecurity in South Sudan and having walked for weeks to reach Gambella, the recent arrivals are in a poorer health 
and nutrition condition than those who arrived three months ago. The start of the rainy season in South Sudan at the 
end of April will increase the risk for water-related disease outbreaks. Agencies are scaling up existing health and 
nutrition interventions in Gambella.   

With the rapidly increasing influx, existing camps are quickly reaching capacity. Leitchuor camp already exceeds 
capacity hosting more than 35,000 refugees. As of 26 March, the newest Kule (formerly Tierkidi) camp, with a capacity 
of 20,000 people, hosted more than 15,000 refugees as of 26 March. UNHCR and ARRA, with IOM support, relocated 
some 48,700 refugees to camps. More than 15,000 people in Akobo Tiergol and 14,500 people in Pagak await 
relocation. Kule and Leitchuor camps are at risk of flooding during the coming rainy season. Meanwhile, the 
Government and UNHCR partners have identified two possible new camp locations some 8.5 and 12 kms from 
Leitchuor. The first location has a capacity of 12,000 people and the second site has a capacity of 40,000 people. 
Leitchor camp is also being extended.   

Some 150,000 refugees are expected: 120,000 in Gambella and 30,000 in Benishangul Gumuz regions. This figure 
will likely be increased to 200,000 or more in the near future. For more information, contact: GETACHEW@unhcr.org 

Relief food update 
As of 26 March, 78 per cent of the first round of relief food assistance for 2014 was dispatched, and 13 per cent of the 
ration distributed. Initially planned for March, the dispatch of the second round of relief food assistance was postponed 
to April, pending decisions on the modalities of assistance. Resource shortfalls are expected from the third round. 
Similarly, resource gaps are reported for the second round of the Targeted Supplementary Feeding (TSF) program. 
The few available stocks and incoming international purchases will be prioritized for selected second generation TSF 
woredas. Meanwhile, the distribution of the seventh round of relief food assistance for 2013 reached 90 per cent. For 
more information, contact wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

Health Update 
Since the number of reported measles cases surged in mid-January 2014, more than 5,000 suspected cases were 
reported from Amhara, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP and Tigray regions, of which 975 cases were confirmed. Close to 2 
million children under-15 in Sidama, Silte and Wolayita zones of SNNPR, and some 250,000 children under-15 in 
selected kebeles of Amhara region were vaccinated.  The Government and health partners prepared a national 
measles outbreak response plan for a measles vaccination campaign targeting 6.7 million children under-15 in 125 
woredas.   

Since the outbreak in May 2013, 165 cases of yellow fever and 54 deaths were reported from South Omo zone in 
SNNPR. The region also continued to report suspected cases of meningitis from Gedo zone during the past week. 
The Government and health partners are planning a meningitis vaccination campaign targeting 400,000 people in 
selected woredas. Separately, 126 cases of dengue fever were reported from Gode zone of Somali region since the 
outbreak in mid-January 2014. An outbreak investigation and response team identified a number of mosquito breeding 
sites. Vector control activities will be strengthened. Meanwhile, the national polio caseload remains at ten. The 
additional round of the supplementary immunization activity (SIA), targeting more than 4 million children under-15 in 
Somali region and other high risk areas, started on 14 March. The Government and health partners strengthened case 
management and surveillance in all outbreak-affected and neighbouring woredas. For more information, contact: who-
wro@et.afro.who.int 

No information received from Agriculture, Education and Nutrition sectors this week 


