
 
 
Refugee Update 
Tigray Region continues to receive new refugees from Eritrea, with an estimated 200 refugees registered in the 
past week. Although the rate of arrival has slightly decreased following the surge seen in March - when 1,480 
refugees were registered - reports indicate that more are expected to arrive. Given this arrival trend and existing 
camps quickly reaching full capacity, UNHCR and the Government Refugee Agency, ARRA, are expediting the 
development of the fourth camp in the area. The new camp has a capacity to accommodate 20,000 people.   
 
In western Ethiopia, an estimated 7,000 additional people arrived in Gambella’s Wanthowa woreda since 20 
February, according to reports from local authorities. The new arrivals cite renewed insecurity in South Sudan’s 
Jonglei State as their reason for flight. The report is subject to verification. An earlier caseload of some 16,000 
South Sudanese refugees currently live in host communities in Wanthowa woreda. UNHCR and ARRA will 
relocate 6,000 of the refugees to Pugnido camp in the coming weeks, while the remaining group, most of whom 
keep livestock, will be relocated once a new camp is established near their current location. Pending the 
relocation, the refugees will receive a one-time ration of food assistance through WFP. The food supply is 
already dispatched to Wanthowa.  
 
Meanwhile, in Somali Region, the number of new refugee arrivals to the Dollo Ado reception center remains 
relatively low. A total of 124 refugees were registered during the past week, bringing the total registered in April 
to an estimated 400 people. Most of the new arrivals originate from Bay, Gedo and Bakol Districts of Somalia.  
The onset of the seasonal rains in March and the associated seasonal agricultural activities are possible reasons 
for the low arrival rate, in addition to heavy rains which may impact the mobility of the population. Following the 
high rate of refugee arrivals seen at the beginning of 2013, only 1,987 refugees were registered in March a drop 
from 3,654 in January and 4,726 in February. At present, some 193,600 refugees are hosted in the five camps in 
the Dollo Ado area. Overall, Ethiopia hosts over 394,000 refugees from neighboring countries, mainly from 
Somalia, Sudan and Eritrea. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org 

 
Relief Food Update 
Relief food dispatch for the first round of 2013, targeting 2.48 million people nationwide, reached 85 per cent as 
of 23 April. The Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) dispatched 89 per cent of total 
allocation to its covered areas; the NGO consortium Joint Emergency Operation (JEOP) dispatched 88 per cent 
and WFP 76 per cent.  The first round of distribution reached 9 per cent as of the same date. The Government 
and humanitarian partners remain concerned over delays in dispatch and distribution of the one month relief 
food rations. Shortage of supplies, logistics and road access issues were the main reasons given for the delay. 
Meanwhile, dispatch of the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) food allocation for February reached 97 
per cent completion; while the PSNP food allocation for March reached 41 per cent. For more information, 
contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org 

 
WASH Update 
Water availability further improved in most drought-prone areas around the country as a result of continued good 
performance of the seasonal rainfall. Over the past two weeks, water-insecure parts of Oromia Region, including 
Bale, Borena, Guji, West Arsi and East and West Hararge zones, and all zones of Somali Region, with the 
exception of Afder, received normal to above normal rainfall. Elsewhere, low to medium rains were received in 
Sidama, Bench Maji, Gedeo, Gamo Gofa, Hadiya, Kembata Tembaro, Gurage, Wolayita, South Omo, Silte 
zones and the Halaba and Basketo special woredas (SNNPR). Similarly, rainfall performance varied in different 
parts of Tigray Region. In Afar Region, however, one to two-days rainfall was received in few areas over the past 
two weeks, including in Mille, Gewane, Elidar and Awash woredas. The weather condition is hot and dry in most 
areas of Afar, as a result.   
 
Accordingly, 29 water trucks – down from 32 last week – were requested for Afar (9), Amhara (3), Oromia (1) 
and Tigray (16) Regions, of which 20 were operational in Dubti, Elidar (zone 1), Afdera, Berhale (zone 2) and 
Teru (zone 4) woredas of Afar (9 trucks); Minjar Shenkora woreda of Amhara (3 trucks); Shalla and Siraro 
woredas (West Arsi) of Oromia (1 trucks); and Raya Azebo, Erob, Tsada Amba Town (Eastern Tigray), Humera 
Town (Western Tigray), and  Edega Arbi, Shiraro (North Western Tigray) woredas of Tigray (7 trucks) Regions, 
as of 25 April. The critical water need in East Belesa woreda (North Gonder zone) of Amhara Region has yet to 
be met. The water shortage is affecting some 3,500 people in the area. For more information, contact 
awesterbeek@unicef.org 
 

 


